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Samuel Thoei^e/' printer, is an imprint which has ap- 
peared on hundred of thousands of books and periodicals. 
Many persons must, therefore, know the name, and they 
may now be somewhat better acquainted with the man who 
bore it. Not being able to glide on with the stream, to takft 
things so comfortably as some do, or to suppose that every- 
thing is as it should be ; his very opposition to many cus- 
toms^ laws, fashions, and usages, rendered him somewhat 
prominent. The Bible Christians have been not only a 
working, but also a witnessing Church. Their testimony 
•on Temperance, Church and State, and tho freedom of 
Christ's people, has been costly. " Ye shall be hated of all 
men for My name's sake.'* 

But what is virtue, or the religion of Jesus Christ ? How 
it assimilates, transforms, moulds the character, actuates 
the life. In the life before us we see it first renewing the 
heart, then leading to prayer and self-denial, stirring to 
efforts to save others, and resisting outward opposition. It 
will be seen, if he was a political dissenter he was brought 
into that attitude by religion. But he saw his principles 
prevail, and enemies become friends. Pickthanks, pliables, 
and time-servers are not most respected in the end. ** If a 
man's ways please the Lord, he can make even his enemies 
to be at peace with him." 

Ought dissenters to leave politics to worldly men, 
Komanists, and the members of the privileged sect ? 

It will be seen from his journal that his studies and 
«earchings of heart as a single man, at Devonport, prepared 
him for his life-work. His was a life devoted to Christ. 



Not a few months or years only, but for fifty-seven yeara 
he endeavoured faithfully to serve his great Master, and to 
benefit man. He confessed Christ before men. He was a 
man of self-denial^ resolutely performing duties to which 
he was naturally averse, and avoiding sins to which he was 
inclined. He was a man of humility, " I should think it 
much more eligible to want my spiritual comforts, than to 
abound in these at the expense of my humility. No ; let 
a penitent and contrite spirit be always my portion, and 
may I be ever sp the favourite of heaven as never to forget 
that I am the chief of sinners." He enjoyed assurance y 
**a satisfactory evidence of the thing, such as excludes all 
reasonable doubts and disquieting fears, though not all 
transient suspicions and jealousies. It is a wonder any 
thoughtful Christian that believes in eternity can be easy 
one week or day without it." He was a man oi faith. But 
the same faith which is so bold before men is humble on 
its knees before God. Before men it is a soldier, before 
God it is a petitioner. 

With such sons need we fear for the future of our dear 
country ? Tell us not of England's fading greatness. As- 
sure us riot of elements which might be waved over her 
departing majesty! Home of mercy! Home of piety t 
Thou shalt still continue the home of plenty, the home of 
peace, the home of freedom. The sunshine of heaven's 
choice favours shall sleep upon thy fields, and the music of 
contentment be heard in thy valleys. Need we fear for our 
Protestantism whilst God raises up defenders of the faith^ 
and is Himself '^ the defence around about, and the glory 
in the midst?" 

S. L. T. 

Bodmin^ September 25thf 1874. 



SAMUEL THORNE, PRINTER. 



CHAPTER I. 

'* God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on the face of the earth, and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habita- 
tion.'' — Acts xvii. 26. 

rilHE history of a human soul is a subject of 
■■■ surpassing interest. With what hopes and 
fears, elevations and depressions, is it swayed! 
Sunshine and storms, tears and smiles, labour, 
travel, opposition without, and fears within, are 
its experience. Of one common origin— a great 
resemblance between all the race exists. Climate, 
soil, occupation, may produce variation in lesser 
qualities and attributes, such as the colour of the 
skin, the degree of intelligence, or the state of 
<5ivilization, affecting manners and customs ; but 
in the essentials of our being, the race is one. 
Whatever the spoken language, is not every cup 
dashed with bitter ? However strong and robust 
the race, are not pain and disease general ? How- 
ever strong the affections, are not all families 
rudely sundered? Whatever charms the land. 



scape may possess, is not the lovely face of nature 
marked by the place of sepulture ? and in Chris, 
tian England the cemetery is adorned with two 
chapels, as monuments of bigotry and division. 
Thus in birth, development, life, responsibility, 
mortality, and immortality, what a similarity ob- 
tains. Of all the causes of difference the absence 
or presence of Christianity is the greatest. 

The subject of the present memoir presents not 
only the interest attached to whatever is common 
to our species, but special and peculiar phases of 
our being. The father of a numerous family ; the 
master of a large farming, printing, and scholastic 
establishment ; an earnest Liberal in politics ; one 
of the first members of* a growing Christian com. 
mimity ; a preacher over fifty years ; an editor of 
newspapers and magazines; and connected with 
the executive of the Bible Christian denomination 
for half a century ; giving, working, suffering, in 
the cause of liberty, and for the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. A man for energy, intelligence, 
uprightness of character, generosity (which quality 
he had in excess), courage, and entire devotion ta 
the Redeemer, to be proud of, or rather, in whom, 
*' to glorify God,'* who gave him his natural en- 
dowments and opportunities, and sustained him 
by His almighty grace. Such a life, we think, 
ought to be made known more widely and per- 
manently. Such a history has its lessons. " And 



we beseech you, brethren, to know them which 
labour among you, are over you in the Lord, and 
admonish you ; and to esteem them very highly 
in love for their works' sake. And be at peace 
among yourselves." 

Who appoints the bounds of man's habitation ? 
The Sovereign who has the right to do so. Samuel 
Thorne was born at North Furze, in the parish of 
Shebbear, North Devon, June 9th, 1798. What 
an interest attaches to the bounds of man's habi- 
tation. Kivers like the Khine, the Jordan, the 
Nile, the Ganges, the Mississippi, or the Amazon. 
Mountains such as the Alps, the Pyrenees, the 
Andes, or the Himalayas. Lakes, forests, oceans. 
Those bounds of nature give a peculiar charm to 
the north of Devon. Near the north coast, in 
the parish of Whelcome, rise two rivers, as is the 
popular description, " from one rush bush." 
Tamar going south divides Devon and Cornwall. 
Torridge, forming in its wandering a course some- 
what resembling a horse-shoe, falls into the Bide- 
ford and Barnstaple bay, some twenty-five miles 
from where it rises. In its course it laves the 
South-west side of Shebbear. Then the Dart, 
moor mountains, and Eoughter and Brownwillie 
are visible. Shebbear is among the hills, the 
dear old hills, t|liftt;;woods, and streams of Devon, > -v. 
not far from the coast, a romantic, healthy' '^^"•■s 
locality. 
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His parents were John and Mary Thorne, 
shrewd, industrious, intelligent, moral, farming 
people. Mrs. Thome's maiden name was Ley, 
but whether related to the Leys celebrated in 
Charles Kingsley's Westward Ho ! I know not. 
They both joined the first Bible Christian Society 
formed in their own house at Lake. They were 
pious, devoted Christians. Their house, and purse, 
and hearts were open to the ministers and people 
of God. Mr. Thome delighted in the house of 
God. He was accustomed to carry the Bible and 
hynm book to the pulpit every Sunday morning, 
and to bring them home every Sabbath night. 
Every morning, at six in winter, and at five in 
summer, he would go to the house of God to pray. 
He gave the site for the chapel and graveyard, 
and was accustomed to say "he grew as much 
com in the field, after he had given a piece to 
God, as before." He spent much time in visiting 
the sick, and when there was no preacher, 
although he did not enter the pulpit, he would 
stand on the pulpit stairs and give a practical 
exhortation, which the congregation would often 
say was as profitable as some sermons. Mrs. 
Thorne sometimes preached. Her sermons were 
earnest, scriptural, and short — Whence popular. 
They found "godliness" no enemy to material 
prosperity. A neighbour, a Mr. P., who could 
ride some four or five miles on his own land or 



lease, met Mr. Thome one morning when they 
were out seeing their, sheep. "You will come 
to the parish now your young men are become 
Methodies,'* said he. "My young men are 
industrious as ever" was the reply. But this 
same Mr. P., who was a large landowner, was 
not a teetotaler. His family were not over scru- 
pulous. When in office in the parish, he would 
be making up his accounts to go to Torrington, 
Mr. P. would say to his daughters, " won't you 
help count the money with me ? " He would be 
helped, but in the midst one would wink to an- 
other, and one, two, three, or four five pound 
notes would be gone. Then the old gentle- 
man would say in surprise, £10 short, or some- 
times £20 short, " must go into Lake to Farmer 
Thorne, to borrow." As religion was their guide 
in life, so it was their support and consola- 
tion in death. They both lived to an advanced 
age, died in the faith, and were buried in the 
graveyard at Lake. A memoir appeared in 
the Bible Christian Magazine for 1842, and a 
funeral sermon, preached in Ebenezer Chapel, by 
Mr. William Reed, was also published in the same 
periodical. " The righteous shall flourish like 
the palm tree : he shall grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of 
the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
They shall still bring forth fruit in old age ; they 
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shall be fat and green. To show that the Lord i^ 
upright ; he is my rock, and there is no unrighte- 
ousness in him." 

He passed the time of his childhood and youth 
with few scholastic advantages. Darkness exten-- 
sively prevailed in the north of Devon at this 
period. It is sometimes represented, the cause of 
ignorance, disorder, and irreligion, is to be traced* 
to the existence of dissent. The "chapel and 
public-house " have been linked together. " Light 
and sweetness " have been claimed for the estab- 
lishment. The country village has been supposed 
by some to be a very Arcadia of moral innocence 
and loveliness. But for many parishes, at this 
time, no Nonconformists interfered, or "poached" 
upon the Church preserves. And yet, how de- 
plorable was the moral and intellectual state, of 
the people. Games in the open fields upon the 
sacred Sabbath. What barbarous sports were* 
practised — cock-fighting, with birds trained for 
the purpose, and sometimes armed with metal 
spurs. Bevels, with boxing, wrestling, dancing, 
obscene songs, and drunkenness. In common con- 
versation, profane .oaths were thought an embel- 
lishment. Challenges, and often fights between 
parishes. A clannish feeling was cherished. Nick- 
names • were given to the inhabitants of almost 
every parish. A stranger would scarcely be al- 
lowed to pass quietly through a village. The* 
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preachers in the pulpits of the Establishment were 
not a moral police, with the necessary qualifica- 
tions to stem the torrent of sin. How could they ? 
Found in the skittle-alley, the wrestling ring, and 
at the revel. Themselves often drimk, and many 
of them in debt, and bankrupt, what effect could 
their teaching have for good 1 It was in vain for 
them to say " You must not do as I do, but as I 
say." And where there were noble exceptions, 
so far as manners and life were concerned, there 
was a general ignorance of the way of salvation. 
What would they have said to one who asked 
" What must I do to be saved ? " A young man 
was coming from Blacktorrington to Shebbear. 
He saw in the road what he thought was a white 
stone, and was about to give it a kick, when he 
discovered it was the bald head of a parson. Many 
sad details might be given, showing how irreligious 
were the clergy^ and how ignorant of spiritual 
things. We will not enter largely into it, how« 
ever. One clergyman, when urging a local 
preacher not to preach, to whom the layman 
answered he was encouraged by seeing souls con- 
verted ; and was also asked — " Do you see much 
fruit of your labours? '* pointed to some mows of 
com (when tithing by kind prevailed), and said 
** There is the fruit of my preaching.** Perhaps 
he felt like one 'in Cornwall later still, when told 
the Dissenters appear to be doing all the work,. 
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said, " Yes, but I get the tithe." Another would 
only appear on the Sabbath to preach, ^hen he 
<;ould not be arrested for debt, and would seclude 
himself all the six days of the week. Suffice it to 
say, these things, unbecoming lives, and ignorance 
of the simple saving way of salvation was general, 
not exceptional : ordinary, and not accidental. If 
the shepherd went astray, what could be expected 
from the sheep ? In this state of things Samuel 
Thorne was fortunate enough to have parents who 
guarded the morals of their children. Family 
prayer was, conducted. Parental restraint was 
•exercised ; and the attempt was made to ** train 
up the child in the way he should go," with the 
hope, that when he was old he would not depart 
from it. T^e was the subject of many serious im- 
pressions. He has related that when he had done 
what he felt to be wrong in the day at school, on 
his way home he was wont to go inside in a field, 
kneel, pray to God, confess, and ask the Lord to 
forgive him, promising the Lord to depart from 
such practices; Old Adam was sometimes too 
strong, or his purpose too weak. On one evening, 
returning from school with his sister Susanna, 
having done somewhat amiss, he threatened her, 
" You may do as you like, but if you are going to. 
tell mother, I will beat you." To his surprise 
his mother heard the threat, being inside the 
orchard hedge, and the punishment came on the 



13 



culprit who deserved it. He attended the day- 
school in the adjoining parish of Langtree. He 
has been heard to say that his old schoolmaster, 
who was innocent of any competitive examination, 
remarked in one of his addresses to the scholars, 
" The article is a very important part of speech,, 
the most important part of the grammar." 




CHAPTER II. 

« And I will set up slieplierds over them, wliicli shall feed 
them : and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither 
•shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.'* — Jee. xxiii. 4. 
** Blessed be the LordGbd of Israel ; for he hath visited and 
redeemed His people. To give knowledge of salvation unto 
His people, by the remission of their sins. Through the 
tender mercy of our God ; whereby the day-spring from on 
high hath visited us. To give light to them that sit in 
darkness." — Luke i. 68, 77 — 79. 

"V17E come now to describe an event, interesting 
in itself, and of the highest importance to 
the subject of this memoir — an event, the eflfects of 
which are ever extending, and the whole fruits of 
which eternity alone will reveal — the formation of 
the Bible Christian denomination. Its founder 
was Mr. William 0*Bryan. His family for many 
generations had called themselves Bryant. Being, 
however, a great lover of antiquity, and of a very 
inquiring disposition, he found that many years 
before the had been used, and he adopted iL 
Whether the family came originally from Ireland 
or not cannot now be determined. If they did, it 
must have been centuries before. He was a 
<Jornish yeoman. He was born February 6th, 
1778, at Gunwen Luxillian, near the Helmin tors, 
between Bodmin and St. Austell, a very romantic 
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<5pot. Being an only son, and his parents pos. 
sessing a moderate estate, he received a good ele- 
mentary education- for those times. In person he 
was tall, active, and well proportioned. In manners, 
.genial, open, courteous, and winning; very inte- 
resting in conversation. Mentally he was shrewd, 
inquisitive, with fine perceptive powers, and a re- 
markably retentive memory, with indomitable 
perseverance and fimmess ; spiritually, his whole 
soul was aflame with love to the Saviour, leading 
to a yearning, intense, and ardent desire for the 
salvation of precious souls. Often have the hills 
echoed at midnights with his shouts of praise, and 
the silence of the moors and downs have been 
broken with his hallelujahs, as he has been re- 
turning from his preaching appointments. He 
panted after God. Holiness was what he sought, 
enjoyed, and constantly enjoined. He could say 
" I press toward the mark of the prize of my high 
calling, which is of God, in Christ Jesus my Lord." 
As the result and evidence of his regeneration and 
sanctification, he thirsted after knowledge. He 
was well read. An early riser — at five in winter, 
and four in summer — he " redeemed the time." 
He fully believed the Methodist theology, and 
was a great admirer of that remarkable man, John 
Wesley. Accustomed to good society, he was 
gentlemanly in his manners, without pedantry or 
•affectation, for in dress and simplicity he much 
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resembled the Friends, for whom he had the 
greatest respect. He had been a Methodist local 
preacher for some years. He offered to travel 
with them, but, through having a wife, was re- 
jected. Thus physically, mentally, and spiritually, 
was made up the man. By natural endowments 
and training he was a chosen instrument for the 
great and enduring work he was raised up to 
accomplish. 

On a peaceful day (October 9th, 1815), in the 
autumn of the year, when the apples were not yet 
all gathered, when the potatoes were being dug, 
the land being sown into wheat, the rumour 
spread from farm to farm, and from cottage to 
cottage, and through the village of Shebbear, that 
Mr. O'Bryan would preach at Lake farm that 
evening. More came than were expected. Kitchen, 
parlour, and passage, were all filled. The word 
was with power. At the close the first Bible 
Christian Society was formed. The ship was 
launched. Twenty-two persons were admitted. 
Samuel Thorne, his father and mother, his brothers 
James and John, and sisters Mary and Susanna, 
were among them. . ' What a remarkable circum- 
stance ! Parents and five children — ^all the family 
decided for Christ at once. Sometimes we preach 
for years, and see one, two or three of a family 
saved, and yet some others stand aloof. In this 
case, however, with one heart, at one time, a 
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ivhole family publicly confessed the precious 
Saviour. How many whole families will serve 
Ood at once, before there shall be no more curse ? 
A nation shall be borne in a day. When heads 
of families take the matter up as they should ; 
when family prayer and family religion prevail^ 
then the period will be accelerated. We certainly 
«till need more attention to the church in the house. 
^* As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 
"*' I will increase them with families as a flock." 

This event marks a new departure in the life 
of Samuel Thorne. He was identified with God's 
people, was diligently seeking the blessing of 
adoption. For some weeks he did not find the 
blessing ; but by prayer and faith in the atone- 
ment he was able to believe that God had pardoned 
all his sins. He obtained peace with God, through 
•our Lord Jesus Christ, whilst wrestling with God in 
private prayer. A person still lives who was in the 
house when he came down stairs from his closet, in 
the rapturous enjoyment of the full assurance of his 
own personal salvation. " You must not only believe 
in the forgiveness of sins in general," said the monk 
to Martin Luther ", but in the forgiveness of the 
•sins of Martin Luther." And he believed in the 
forgiveness of the sins of Samuel Thorne. His joy 
was imspeakable and full of glory. He now re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit, " which is the earnest of 
•our inheritance, until the redemption of the pur. 
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chased possession unto the praise of his glory.'* 
He could sing 

" My God is reconciled, 

His pardoning voice I hear ; 
He owns me for his child, 

I can no longer fear : 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And Father, Abba Father, cry." 

How mysterious, and yet how self-evidencing is 
the work of the Blessed Spirit, who proceeds in 
office from the Father and the Son, and yet leads 
us back to the Father again. " For through him 
Jews and Gentiles have access by one spirit unto 
the Father. Now, therefore, ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God. And are 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone ; in wtom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord : in whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God, through the Spirit." 

Religion produced a great and marvellous 
change. All things were new. A new bent was 
given to the intellectual attributes. The affections 
were set upon God. Thought was engaged in 
pondering the realities of a future, though invisible 
state. Indeed, it was a new direction and ten- 
dency, and impulse to the entire being. Conse- 
cration to God is of the very first importance. 
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How it develops character, quickens tLe intelli- 
gence, and not only promotes happiness, but leads 
to usefulness, respect, honour. This was illus- 
trated in the life of Samuel Thorne. He now 
commenced a very active and useful career. 
Although he had the foundation of a good educa- 
tion before, now he was all aglow for mental im- 
provement, seeking and intermeddling with all 
knowledge — language, history, mathematics, theo- 
logy, and general literature. He was not in- 
different to jurisprudence and politics. 

Not only had he received a new impulse which 
led him to set a high value on his own soul, and 
earnestly to seek its salvation ; it also led him to 
self mental improvement, and to aim at useful- 
ness. He soon began to pray in public. Accom- 
panying Mr. 'O'Bryan in one of his extensive 
rounds, he began to preach somewhere in what is 
now the Kilkhampton Circuit ; but whether it 
was in Kilkhampton or Moorwinstow parish I 
know not. I find, however, the following state- 
ment on this point : — " The next day was ap- 
pointed for the untiring labourer (Mr. O'Bryan) 
to preach in Moorwinstow ; and as James Thorne 
had been preaching several times in his own 
neighbourhood, with acceptance, it was arranged 
(with* the consent of his parents) that he should 
fill .the regular appointments for a few days, 
that there might be no disappointment. Mr. 
2 
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O'Bryan went, in company with Samuel Thorne, 
to Moorwinstow. Mr. John Tucker, of Brown- 
spitt, had, according to promise, prepared his barn 
for the preaching. A table, with candles on it, 
was fixed on the platform of the thrashing 
machine, to serve as a rostrum. A large congre- 
gation soon gathered to hear the strange preacher, 
preaching in such an unusual place ; and the 
powerful impression made on many was deepened 
while Samuel Thorne (then a youth of seventeen), 
gave an exhortation, and prayed in conclusion."* 

From this statement it appears he began to 
preach in the year 1816. 

Were not these men truly the successors of the 
apostles ? Though they had had no human hands 
laid on their heads, was not the hand of the 
Lord with them ? Though they had not sworn 
oaths to human creeds, were they not fully conse- 
crated to God ? Though they made no boast of 
" mission " from men, did not the signs following 
prove the divine approbation ? Though they 
could not speak of the highness of the income, and 
the fewness of the souls in the parish ** to cure," 
they rejoiced in the number of new creatures in 
Christ. Though they had not £15,000 per an- 
num, and two palaces, yet they had as great a 
resemblance to the apostles in labours, reproaches, 
self-denials, and persecutions. 

* Jubilee Volume, page 32. 
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Does not persecution help to produce fine 
characters ? In the early members of thd Bible 
Christian denomination there were some fine 
qualities. The flowing generosity, the open can- 
dour, the self-restraint, the self-denial, the earnest 
search for information, the community of feeling, 
the liberality^ the endurance of labour, and re- 
sistance, the unworldliness, the burning zeal for 
the salvation of souls, and the jealous sensitiveness 
for the Divine glory, have never since been sur- 
passed. They were Christians whose characters 
will not be fully vindicated until the highest 
authority in the imiverse, amidst the waking dead, 
and the flaming worlds, shall say it was * Well done.' 

Various instrumentalities helped to produce 
these effects. Samuel Thorne frequently expressed 
the influence on his mind and heart produced by' 
the reading of Foxe's Book of Martyrs. The 
Scriptures quoted, the constancy manifested in the 
agonies of a cruel death, and the power of Di- 
vine grace to support the soul in the greatest 
exigencies, might well excite admiration for 
Christianity, and lead to profitable meditation. 
Then, in the year 1813, Mr. Daniel Evans, an 
evangelical preacher, occupied the pulpit of the 
Episcopal Church, so that for more than a year he 
sat under a stirring ministry. The same parson 
afterwards came into the class meeting: at Lake, 
and encouraged Mr. O'Bryan to proceed in his work. 
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The doctrines preached by Samuel Thorne, and 
those with whom he laboured, were well calculated 
to reproduce on other minds the effects they had 
produced on his own. They laid stress on the fact 
that all men are sinners ; the atonement of Christ ; 
the work of the Holy Spirit ; regeneration ; holi- 
ness of lip, life, and heart; repentance ; faith; 
good works, as the consequence and proof of a 
work of grace on the heart ; the existence of God ; 
the Divinity and Incarnation of Christ; the 
personality of the Holy Spirit; that man is a 
moral agent ; prayer ; love ; the Christian graces ; 
the authority and sufficiency of the Scriptures ; 
death ; judgment ; hell ; and heaven. It has been 
remarked, although various changes have been 
made in the discipline of the body, so Scriptural 
• and important are the doctrines, that no change 
has been found necessary. Well may Bible 
Christians cleave to their form of sound words, and 
to the things most surely believed among us. 

How these things were preached should also be 
noticed. The style of the early preachers was 
plain, striking, strong Saxon. Not sensational 
for the sake of sensationalism, and yet appealing 
to powerful motives. Not imaginative or poetical, 
so that the great end was hidden like a tree with 
plenty of leaves, but very little fruit. The truth 
was rendered prominent — saving truth — Christ 
crucified. The style was the style of the PiL 
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grim' 8 Progress^ and of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Great earnestness prevailed. Attention was riveted. 
They could say " The love of Christ constraineth 
us, because we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead." , 

Thus in the year 1815, while Wellington and 
Napoleon were leading their regiments and batta- 
lions on in deadly conflict, a movement was set 
agoing by the soldiers of the cross, which was to 
win bloodless, but yet more important victories. 
There was first the awakening of the conscience 
to personal danger. Deliverance obtained, there 
was then the awakening of mind ; and then the 
awakening of the heart to feel for others' woes. 
In the midst of tears, trials, persecutions, and 
exhausting labours, was heard the shout of jojrful 
victory, ** Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in 
every place.'* 

Samuel Thome gives this account of Mr. Evans, 
Charges preferred by the Bishop of Exeter against 
the Rev. Daniel Evans, Curate of Shebbear and 
Sheep wash. 

"There were four charges brought by the 
Bishop of Exeter against the Rev. D. Evans (I 
think in 1817) at his Visitation held at a Court 
in Great Torrington. The parson stated this at 
my fathers'. 
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1st. " That the said Mr. Evans preached in* 
private houses." 

2nd. " That he expounded the first and second 
lessons.'* 

3rd. " That he sung Wesley's Hymns in the 
church." And 

4th. " That he went to hear the Methodists 
preach." 

The parson replied, 

1st. When he came into the parish he found in 
diflferent parts of the large parish two bed-liers, 
who had been such for a long time. That he had 
attended them, and used the form of prayer for 
the visitation of the sick ; in addition he had read 
a portion of the Scriptures to them, and that some 
of the neighbours continued to join in the service, 
so that ultimately he held a service of an hour to 
an hour-and-a-half in length, to the great comfort 
of the sick. 

To the second charge. When he came into the^ 
parish he found the people very ignorant, and he 
expounded such parts as he thought they generally 
did not understand, but if his lordship disapproved 
of it, he would discontinue the practice. 

3rd. That as to the third charge, he had not 
used Wesley's Hymns in the church, but a col- 
lection of Dr. Rippon's, and if that was disagree- 
able, he would confine himself to the Psalms. 

As to the fourth charge, he had heard there^ 
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were persons come to preach false doctrine, and 
he went to hear for himself, that if he found they 
did preach false doctrine, he might forbid them. 

"Well," said the Bishop, "when you heard 
them did you forbid them ? '* 

Mr. Evans replied, " No, my lord, I found they 
preached the gospel more fully than myself, and. 
so I durst not deny them." 

The Churchwarden of Shebbear, Mr. Edward. 
Walter, interceded for him, pleaded for his long 
family, and that all the most devout part of the 
parish were his friends. But the Bishop was in- 
ferable, and said " He was a d d Methodist, 

he shall not stay there.'* And in unison with this 
he withdrew his licence. So he could not exercise 
as a minister either in Devon or Cornwall. 

A young man, who had attended the confirma- 
tion, and was impressed with the solemnity of the 
occasion, who lived about ten miles off, was sitting 
in the Church porch, while the clerk of his parish, 
who liked to have " a half-pint," was gone to 
refresh himself with the other children'. This young 
man intended to join them when they had thus 
refreshed themselves, and hearing the Bishop thus 
swear as he was coming out of the church, said to 
himself, " It can be no more harm for me to take 
a half-pint than for the Bishop to swear in the 
church ; went and joined his companions, and be-, 
came a notorious drunkard." 



CHAPTER III. 

" They will deliver you up to councils. It shall be given 
you in the same hour what ye shall speak. Te shall be 
•hated of all men for my name's sake. Fear not them which 
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
heU." 

"Vl^E have seen how the preachers of the State- 
paid and State-governed Church were fre- 
quently off their duty. Drinking till the bells 
announced the time of service, and then saying, 
" Wait, and I will retiirn in twenty minutes," and 
then, by dint of parrot-like gabbling the service, 
returning at the time. Boxing, like a certain par- 
son Jack. Swearing, cockfighting, at the wrestling 
ring, hunting, dancing, bankrupt. But now, with- 
out going out of our way, we present one of these 
"Reverends" in the character of a magistrate. 
Their ojpposition to liberty is well known. Per- 
haps the offensive character of their tyranny was 
only excelled by their insulting opinion that Dis- 
senters ought to be gulled, and suppose that this 
conduct is all as it should be. Why should Dis- 
senters have any opinion or conscience, or rights 
of their own 1 They certainly have never received 
them as gifts from the ** most tolerant church in 
Christendom," but by their own manly and de. 
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' termined efforts. The following account is taken 
f nom the notices of the Rise and Progress of the 
Bible Christian Connexion, and written by the 
hand of Samuel Thorne. 

The date of the circumstance about to be intro- 
duced was June 1st and 2nd, 1819. He has been 
describing the scenes of immorality at the revels. 
He proceeds thus : — " Many of the clergy, how- 
ever, strove to maintain the revels. The writer 
well remembers being at the revel of Buckland 
Brewer, to assist in holding a meeting to testify 
against the revel, when the parson became so 
zealous in support of the revel that he ordered 
the constable to take up *the first that should 
Attempt to preach.' We say zealous, for while 
the constable would use the mild mode of per- 
suading the friends to desist from holding the 
services, the parson ordered him with great 
warmth to * do his duty ;' and the constable, fear- 
ing to offend the little zealous parson, seized 
the preacher (Samuel Thorne), and led him 
through the village to his house, which was a 
public-house. In this short journey the preacher, 
with much zeal, pointed out to the constable 
'how much better he and the parson would 
be employed in stopping the sinful and foolish 
amusements that were being carried on, and very 
solemnly exhorted him to repent and believe the 
gospel, reminding him of the fearful punishment 
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and the terrible prison of hell, into which he- 
would soon be placed, if he did not repent and 
turn to God. The poor constable said it was not 
his wish to interfere, but the parson had ordered 
him to, and so he could not help it. The preacher 
told him the parson would not suflfer in hell for 
him, and that Christ had told us not to fear them 
who can kill the body, but after that have no 
more that they can do, and that Christ had ex-^ 
horted us to fear him who, after he hath killed 
the body, hath power to cast both body and soul 
into hell, and added, * Yea, I say unto you, fear 
him.' " The preacher further said, ** You cannol; 
hurt me ; I am ready to die for Christ, and if you 
kill me I shall go home to Christ, and be for ever 
with him." And he felt so happy that he could) 
have died for Christ at once. And this turned out 
for the preacher's good. 

Satan had before assailed this friend (himself) 
with fierce temptations as to some fearful tortures 
that he might yet be put to for Christ's sake ; and 
so awful were these insinuations of Satan that 
twice he had fainted away under the mental con- 
flict. But at this time he was so favoured with 
the sweet sense of the love and the presence of 
Christ (and though a youth, and one who had 
been trained to hold magistrates in great reverence, 
and had never been before a magistrate on any 
account), that he was filled with religious triumph^ 
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«,n(i felt that he could then submit to any punish- 
ment, even to be cut in pieces, for Christ's sake. 
So powerful were these feelings on his soul that 
Satan never assailed him after, on the score of 
tortures he might yet be called on to endure. He 
mw in a way he never had before, that beautiful 
promise, "According to thy day thy strength 
shall be." Praise God for this promise. Above 
forty years, young Christian, he has proved this 
promise to be blessedly true, and he entertains 
no fears for the future. 

It does appear that the constable, notwith- 
istanding the firm grasp with which he seized the 
preacher's arm, and held him while he led him 
through the village to his own house, would have 
been pleased if the preacher had walked ojBF, for 
when he had seated him in a room, quite un- 
guarded, he left the preacher and his friends for 
a long time. Some advised the preacher to walk 
oflf, but he said as he had been taken by an oflScer 
•of justice as an evil doer, and he was conscious of 
innocence in this respect, he should not leave 
without an investigation. So after a long time 
the constable came into the room and took the 
preacher a short distance through some fields 
before a magistrate. This gave our young 
preacher an opportunity to continue his zealous 
address to the constable on eternal things. Not 
now, however, with his arm grasped under the 
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arm and hand of the constable. Our young 
preacher, who was willing to give his person pas- 
sively up to the care of the constable, when 
ordered to walk with him, was about to give his 
arm again to the constable for safe keeping, and 
was surprised to see that instead of taking it as 
before, the constable shunned it, drew off some 
yards, and maintained this distance till they got 
near Mr. Burke's house, and then leaving him 
in the road with his friends, said he would go 
and see if a magistrate could be found to attend 
to them. After some ten minutes he returned 
and took the preacher into a lawn, and introduced 
him to the magistrate, when a long conversation 
passed between the stripling and the magistrate, 
of which we record the following : — 

Magistrate. " Well, Master Thome, your father 
has built a chapel, has he not? '* 

Samuel Thome. " Yes, sir." 

M. " And why do you not remain home and 
preach there? Why should you come here 
preaching?" 

S. T. " It is true, sir, that my father has built 
a chapel, but all the sinners will not come there 
to hear the gospel.'* 

M. *' How long have you been a preacher? " 

S. T. "I do not look on myself, sir, as a 
preacher." 

M. " What do you call yourself then?" 



31 



S. T. " Warning sinners to flee from the wrath 
to come." 

M. "I do not understand you. What do you 
mean?" 

S. T. "I mean, sir, that I go about to exhort 
sinners to turn from their sins, and be converted." 

M. "But then a revel is no place for these 
exercises." 

" S. T. " I think sir, where sinners are met 
purposely to sin against God, that is the place for 
the servant of God to go and warn them to forsake 
their sins, and to remind them that God lias 
threatened to turn the wicked into hell, with all 
the nations that forget God." 

M. " You should not judge your neighbour." 

S. T. ** I judge no man. But ever since God 
was pleased to open my eyes to my lost state, 
and make me happy in a Saviour's love, I have 
felt concerned for others, that they may see their 
state as sinners, and find the forgiveness of their 
sins." 

M. " No man can know his sins forgiven in this 
life." 

S. T. " Not know our sins forgiven ! And you 
a minister as well as a magistrate, and say we 
cannot know our sins forgiven ? Do you not say 
every Sabbath, you " believe in the forgiveness of 
sins," and tell your congregation that " God hath 
given power and commandment to his ministers to 
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•declare unto his people, being penitent, the abso- 
lution and remission of their sins." 

M. turns the small stones with his toes, looking 
very cautiously at them. Presently he looks up, 
and says "If I will let you go home, will you 
promise not to come here preaching again? " 

S. T. " Sir, I did not come at your bidding, and 
I dare not promise not to preach here at your 
request. I was not sent by man, and I dare not 
shut my mouth to please man; neither, sir, is it 
any part of your duty as a magistrate to stop me. 
If we are interrupted by the persecutors, it is your 
-duty to protect us." ^ 

M. " But are you licensed V* 

S. T. " No, sir." 

M. " Then you have no right to preach, on your 
-own confession ? '* 

S. T. " I beg your pardon, sir, I have a right 
to preach, according to the law; but I would 
preach if the law imprisoned me for doing it, so 
long as the love of Christ constrains me." 

M. " You had better return home, and preach 
in your father's chapel ; I understand it is a very 
•nice one. You should not go about to disturb 
other places." 

S. T. " I do not see, sir, that any good person 
will be disturbed. No one is disturbed but im- 
godly persecutors, those who are the children of 
the devil, whose works they do." 
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M. " We cannot allow you to go from your 
parish into others, preaching, and you an un- 
licensed preacher. Do you know that you are 
liable to be fined for preaching ? '' 

S. T. "I ask your pardon, sir, I am not liable 
to be fined, though I am not licensed^" 

M. " The law requires you to be licensed ; and 
as you are not, you are liable to a £50 penalty." 

S. T. " Not before I am required by a magis- 
trate to take the oath of allegiance." 

M. " Well then, I require you to take it now." 

S. T. " Very well, sir, I have considered the 
oath, and have no objection to take it." 

M. " But then you are liable to be fined for 
what yo\i have done, in preaching before you are 
licensed." 

S. T. "I beg pardon, sir, you have required me 
to take the oath, and I have just told you I am 
ready to take it. It is not my fault if you do not 
administer it." 

M. ** What, do you imagine that I can license 
you ? You must attend at the Quarter Sessions 
of the county to get licensed." 

S. T. " I take the liberty, sir, to say you are 
mistaken. It is the duty of the Quarter Sessions 
to do it, if I were to make application ; but it is 
also your duty, sir ; and you having required me 
to take the oath of allegiance, I call upon you to 
administer it." 

D 
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M. " You are mistaken, young man." 

S. T. " No, sir, I am not. Mr. Fortescue 
administered it to my brother." 

M. " Not so." 

S. T. "Yes, sir, I know he did, and I have 
seen the license that he gave him." 

M. " I cannot license you, nor any other magis- 
trate. It must be done at the Quarter Sessions." 

S. T. " Then I must have told a lie, sir." 

M. " Oh, no, indeed. I do not accuse you of 
lying ; a person may be mistaken, and yet not be 
guilty of lying." 

S. T. " Very true, sir, but I have told you that 
I know it ; and if it be not so, then I must have 
uttered a falsehood." 

M. "Oh, no, indeed! I do not accuse you of 
lying, but you are mistaken. If you will promise 
not to come here again to preach, you may go 
home now." 

S. T. " I dare not do that." 

M. walks off a short distance, and consults with 
Mr. Burke and the constable, for some minutes, 
and then returns, and says, " If you will promise 
not to come into this parish to preach again, you 
may go home, otherwise I shall summon you before 
the Bench." 

S. T. " I cannot promise." 

M. " Very well, then, I personally summon you 
to appear before me, and others of His Majesty's 
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Justices of the Peace, at the Goachj to-morrow, 
by ten o'clock in the forenoon, to answer for thia 
day's proceedings. Good night." 

S. T. " Good night, sir." 

The magistrates were quite ignorant of the laws, 
as they applied to Dissenters ; so that the young 
church had not only to teach evangelical truth in 
very many ignorant and spiritually dark neigh, 
bourhoods, but had also to make the magistrates 
acquainted with the laws that applied to Dissenters. 
It was so in most of the area of the young church ; 
the magistrates had to be taught their duty, and 
in spite of their prejudices, compelled to perform 
it. 

Our young friend returned to his home that 
evening, after the above interview with the magis, 
trate, and informed his friends of his having to 
take his trial on the coming day, rejoicing that he 
was thus persecuted for attempting to preach 
Christ crucified. The next morning, accompanied 
by an elder brother, just arrived at manhood, 
(James Thorne), he attended the Petty Sessions in 
accordance with the personal summons served on 
him by the magistrate, the evening before. When 
he came to the Justices' room, he found it crowded 
by persons who had come to see the " Methodist " 
committed to prison ; but being called, the others 
pressed through the crowd to the Bench. The 
Bench consisted of four magistrates and clerks, 
D 2 
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the little fiery parson being seated at their left^ 
at the end of the table. We say seated ; but that 
was only at the commencement. His steam was 
too high to allow him to remain long in one 
position. 

Magistrates. "Well, Mr. Thorne, what have you 
to say why you should not be fined £40 for preach, 
ing yesterday? " 

S. T. " I did not preach, sir." 

M. "But then you intended to." 

S. T. " Surely, sir, you will not fine me for what 
I intended to do? " 

M. pauses a little, and then with some little 
displeasure said, " Nd, we shall not do that, but 
you should consider where you are." 

The brother said, " I do not see that my brother 
has said anything improper, sir.*' 

M. (Rather authoritatively.) " Who are you ? '^ 

S. T. " This is my brother, sir. I have brought 
him to prove that I did not tell a lie yesterday." 

M. " Did Mr. Fortescue grant you licence ? " 

Brother. *• Yes, sir." 

M. " Will you let us see it ? " 

The licence is handed to the Bench, and three 
out of four of the heads are clustered together ; 
while the fourth, white, and as well as we recollect 
him, a little bald, looked rather merry, and a little 
sympathetic on the young preacher. As the 
brother handed the licence to the Bench a dead 
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silence seized the room, but was speedily broken 
by the brother, who said, ** Gentlemen, I perceive 
you are labouring under a mistake in regard to 
the law. If you turn to 52 George III. cap. 155, 
you will see to the contrary.'' 

M. with great eagerness asks, " What chapter ? " 
and being told, a profound silence reigns, while 
for many minutes the short section was read and 
re-read, and talked over in undertones, accom- 
panied with confused looks, which seemed to say, 
we would pass this over in silence if we could. 
At last the leading magistrate looks up, and says 
in a very subdued tone, " Mr. Thorne, you are 
right." From this time this Bench became better 
informed on the subject of preacher's licences. 
The fact is, it was not necessary according to law 
to be licensed in order to preach, but if required 
by a magistrate, a preacher was obliged to sub- 
scribe to the oath of allegiance. Since those days 
the feelinor in regard to dissent is much increased 
in its favour, and no magistrate would require it, 
'unless he were a poor ignorant hot-head, quite 
xmworthy of belonging to the Bench. 

The matter of licence having broken down in 
regard to the Bench, leaving a feather in the cap 
of dissent, the little zealous parson was called on 
for bis witnesses. He spoke to some in the room 
who declined. Nothing daunted, he said, he 
could " get scores ! " But as none of them were 
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discovered in the room, full as it was, he had 
leave to go out and get some ; but after raking 
the town, the parson could not get one false or 
true witness. After a long time he returns with- 
out any. 

A magistrate, looking up to the constable, said, 
** Well, you must have heard Mr. Thome." 

Constable. " Yes, sir." 

M. ^ Was he preaching ? '* 

C. " No, sir." 

M. " What was he about then? " 

C. " Giving out a verse of a psalm, or a hymn, 
or a common metre tune, or what 'twas." 

The poor parson having no evidence but the con- 
stable, whose truthful testimony was quite opposed 
to the parson's charge, the case dropped, and the 
parson had to pay the expenses, which made him 
warmer than ever. After a short time this 
minister removed from the parish of Buckland 
Brewer. We have heard that his ill success in 
this ajBFair was the cause of his removal, but 
whether this was really so, or not, we cannot say. 
One thing is a fact, that not very long after he 
removed. 

There were several other parishes, in which 
great opposition was made, by those who favoured 
the revels, to the services which were held pur- 
posely to enlighten the people, and to supplicate 
the throne of the heavenly grace for divine as. 
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sistance, with a view to getting a discontinuance 
of them. Many who were the most daring in 
opposing the efiforts of the young church in this 
work, were taken off very quickly, and some of 
them in so remarkable a way as induced some of 
their comrades to say that it was a judgment on 
them for their opposition to those religious ser- 
vices." 

Without stopping to comment on this matter, 
further, it should be observed that, without the 
employment of any other than moral force, the 
revels were put down. The truth was mighty, 
and it prevailed. 

" But the power of grace divine, 
In hymns we now our voices raise, 
Loudly in strange hosannas join, 
And blasphemies are turned to praise.*' 




CHAPTER IV. 

" The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because he 
hath annointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek ; 
he hath sent mo to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God ; to comfort all 
that mourn ; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to 
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness ; that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that he might be glorified." 

^AMUEL THORNE having set the gospel 
trumpet to his mouth, was not to be stepped 
by persecuting parsons, or magistrates. Clerical 
magistrates were remarkable for the bitterness 
and narrowness of their proceedings, and their 
bigotry. He pressed through all opposition. The 
love' of Christ was burning on the altar of his 
heart. That love excited his love to the souls of 
his fellows. Having good natural gifts, thirsting 
for knowledge, and set on fire with religious en- 
thusiasm, he was at this time well qualified for 
the work. He was, also, warmly received. His 
brother James formed a high opinion of his style 
and manner of preaching. The following record 
is taken from the journal of James Thome. His 
brother Samuel had visited him in Kent, and he 
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Taeard him various times. He says: — *^ March 
11th. My brother Samuel and I'atience Bickle 
arrived a few days later. I attended before the 
magistrates concerning Strood disturbers, but 
Colonel Bingham refused to act. I knew I could 
have constrained him, but I forbare. I heard Br, 
Samuel in the evening, and again the 16th and 
18th. On the latter occasion I felt ashamed of 
myself. How much more useful is my brother's 
preaching than mine !* Some other of the earlier 
friends of the denomination have represented that 
Samuel Thome was one of the most popular 
preachers in the body, at this period. 

Having opened his commission in a barn at 
Moorwinstow. with the platform of a thrashing 
machine for his pulpit, in 1816, he continued to 
preach as a local preacher for some time, and then 
came out into the regular ministry, between the 
Conferences of 1818 and 1819. In the year 1819 
he was approved by the Conference, and his name 
appears on 'the Minutes of Conference among 
those received on trial. He was stationed in the 
Ringsash, or Ashreigney Circuit. The little cap- 
tive maid carried news of the good prophet to 
Naaman, the Syrian, and a young woman,. Miss 
Grace Winson, (on a visit to Little Torrington), 
at first opposed to the meetings held by the Bible 
Christians, was induced to hear for herself. She 
* Memoir of James Thome, page 174. 
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repaired to Holwell, a distance of some five or six 
miles, became converted, and then was the instru- 
ment of getting the people through whom she was 
converted to preach in the Ringsash Circuit, and 
over ground now occupied by the Tiverton, Bams, 
staple, and Southmolton Stations. It was a re- 
markable feature in the early converts, that when 
saved themselves they were very zealous for the 
salvation of others. "One of the two which 
heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth his own 
brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the 
Christ." 

He had as his fellow-labourer Miss Mary Ann 
Soper. At the Conference held at Badish, Laun- 
ceston, the question had been discussed, " What 
are our thoughts on female preaching ? " and the 
passage was adduced among others, " Every 
woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head 
imcovered dishonoureth her head ; let her be 
covered." It was inferred directions would not 
be given how they should be dressed when 
" prophesying," or preaching, if females were not 
to preach, and that Paul did not wish to monopo- 
lize preaching the gospel to himself, or to make 
merchandize of it. Few preachers have ever seen 
greater success than the early Bible Christian 
female preachers. Now a word need scarcely be 
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said on the subject. We live in more enlightened 
times, with so much eloquence and logic on 
women's rights, women's sufirage, and ladies of 
the highest rank addressing large audiences in 
public, and our beloved Queen at the head of them. 
It ought in justice to them to be said, that the 
female preachers were bitterly persecuted, and 
led saintly and devoted lives. " I will pour out 
of my spirit upon your sons and your daughters, 
and they shall prophesy." *' The same man had 
four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy." 

The circuits of those times covered large tracts, 
of country. Eingsash Circuit extended from 
Chumleigh, Eingsash, Lapfolrd, to Coombmartin 
and Ilfracombe. Having laboured zealously and 
successfully here for one year, he met with persecu^ 
tion from two classes, the parsons, many of whom 
were magistrates, and also from the degraded, 
ignorant, and vicious class. 

At the Conference of 1820 he was appointed to 
the then most important circuit in the Connexion, 
the Shebbear Circuit. Betsy Eeed and Ann 
Mason were his colleagues. The circuit extended 
from Brentor in the south, to the sea-coast of 
Moorwinstow, Hartland, Clovelly, and Littleham, 
upon the north. There was then a band of truly 
devoted local preachers in the circuit, many of 
them from the middle class in society. The 
churches were earnest and zealous. Persecution 
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Yaged. From the copy of a charge against four 
men, whose names are given, the following may 
be taken— 

" November 5th and 7th, 1820, for disturbing 
a meeting at Littleham Wood, in a house of James 
Bales, by cracking nuts, throwing the shells forth 
•on the tabl^ where the persons who held the 
meeting were engaged in prayer, and throwing 
pieces of apples. And J. J. came forth in the 
time of prayer, and took Joanna Bale by the arm, 
«,nd said, * Why dissen rise up ? ' They threw 
more apples on the table and said, * Here, Joan, 
here be some apples to make James' pie for dinner, 
to morrow.' November 9th, they came again. 
As soon as I (Samuel Thorne) had begun the 
meeting, they began to mutter. While I was 
praying, the first time, they kept such a noise as 
made me conclude my prayer much sooner than 
•otherwise I should. Before I began to preach, I 
desired them to consider into whose presence they 
were approached. But it was not long before 
they began to laugh and talk to one the other. I 
stopped my discourse, desired them to be silent, 
and asked the people if they knew their names. 
One of them answered * I am the bulk of Littleham 
Mill.' I proceeded a little further, but they made 
such a noise as quite confused speaker and hearer. 
I then stopped, and told the quiet hearers their 
best way was to go home, and I would endeavour 
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to use means by which they should have quietness, 
in future. They used various vile speeches. I 
desired them to leave off using such sayings 
till they were brought before the magistrate. 
Cursing and swearing, they said, * Yes, and great 
favour you'll have of the Justices.' Much more^ 
abusive language they gave us, and then went 
away." 

Now, it may be well to quote from a large 
amount of documents, enough to show the spirit 
of the times. Let us begin with the demand to- 
" take the oaths and declarations." 

** I, Eichard Pine Cbffin, Esq., one of his 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County of 
Devon, in pursuance of the Act of Parliament of 
the 52nd Geo. III. c. 155, do hereby require you, 
Samuel Thome, of the parish of Shebbear, in the 
said county, a preacher, to take and subscribe, in 
the presence of me, the said Justice of the Peace, 
the oaths and declarations specified and contained 
in the aforesaid Act, passed in the nineteenth 
year of the reign of his late Majesty George III. 
intituled * An Act for the further Belief of Pro* 
testant Dissenting Preachers and Schoolmasters.' 
Given under my hand this 6th day of December, 
1820. 

" Eichard Pine Coffin." 

On the back of this document is written, "Pine 
Coflfin's notice to me, to wait on him at Torrington, 
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to take the oaths of allegiance, which I refused.** 

Now we will insert an answer to a clerical masfis- 
trate, who had required him to take the " oaths." 
He meets him on his own ground, from the prayer, 
book, the canons, creeds, and homilies of the epis- 
copal church. 

" Lake, July 2nd, 1819. 
■** Eeverend Sir, — 

'* As you have demanded my licence, though I 
was willing to take the oaths, yet you refused to 
administer them, because you said it was unlawful, 
or that a magistrate could not grant them, though 
upon better information you saw you must, yet 
then you declined, sajdng you should like to know 
something about the person. You also said, 
derisively, as I thought, * I should not like to give 
any mason or chimney-sweeper, &c., licence,' 
though I do not understand you cap refuse even 
to them according to law. But this is the way 
the people of God, and even Christ Himself, were 
used. (See Bible.) I have felt a desire to write 
you a few lines, giving you, sir, as you desired, 
some account of my life and creed ; but, in at- 
tending to various duties, have not found the 
opportunity till now. 

" I was born of parents who lived very moral 
lives, and were accounted by the people of the 
world very good, the fear of God being their 
moving principle. They brought me up the 
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same, and restrained me from joining bad com- 
pany, especially on the Sabbath ; still I knew 
very little about either true repentance or saving 
faith till I was about seventeen years of age, 
though when I was much younger I formed many 
good resolutions, and often wept on account of 
mine and others' sins, and often thought Oh ! if I 
were a minister, how I would call upon sinners to 
repent and forsake their wicked ways ; for in 
reading the Bible, both at school and at home, I 
thought if these things be true, there will many 
go to hell, which caused me to shed many a tear. 
When I heard those people preach, whom my 
parents and I had despised, I was convinced I 
must be born again or die to all eternity. I then 
began to pray in earnest till I found peace with 
Ck)d, and ever since that time I have laboured to 
keep a conscience void of oflfence both toward God 
and man. As touching my creed with regard to 
man, I believe that God made man upright, in 
His own image, holy and happy, and gave him a 
law which he was able to keep or break ; that he 
did break this law, and in so doing rendered him- 
self obnoxious to the wrath of God ; that he is 
now become earthly, sensual, and devilish. (James 
iii. 15.) Also, that Adam begat a son in his own 
image ; ' that in Adam all die ; ' * and God saw that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of hia 
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heart was only evil continually.' (Genesis vi. 5.) 
' All have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.' (Romans iii. 23.) * Foolishness is hound 
up in the heart of a child.' (Proverbs xxii. 15.) 

* Yea also the heart of the sons of men is full of 
evil, and madness is in their heart.' (Eccle- 
siastes ix. 3.) Isaiah's mournful confession is, 

* All we like sheep have gone astray.' ' We are- 
• all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 

are as filthy rags.' (Isaiah liii. 6 ; Ixiv. 6.) Jere-^ 
miah confirms this deplorable truth. * The sin of 
Judah is written with a pen of iron. Jeru- 
salem! wash thy heart from wickedness.' *For 
the heart is deceitful above all things, and despe- 
rately wick'ed, who can know it.' (Jeremiah iv.. 
14 ; xvii. 1 to 9.) ' Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish.' (Luke xiii. 3.) See also 
second homily. * We have heard how evil we are- 
of ourselves, how of ourselves and by ourselves 
we have no goodness, help, or salvation, but on 
the contrary, sin, damnation, and death everlast- 
ing.' Also the first homily for Whitsuntide. * Man 
of his own nature, since the fall, is fleshy and 
carnal, corrupt and naught, sinful and disobedient 
to God, without any spark of goodness in him ;. 
without any virtuous or godly motion, only given 
to evil thoughts and wicked deeds.' The homily 
on the Nativity says, * Disobedient man was now 
cursed and abhorred; instead of the image of 
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God, he was now become the image of the devil, 
the bond-slave of hell, altogether spotted and 
defiled, having in themselves nothing but ever- 
lasting damnation of body and soul.' Yea, many 
of the homilies besides, and articles, as well as the 
Bible, prove this, which neither my time or paper 
will permit me to refer to. In this lost state I 
believe none can ever enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

" I believe, also, that Jesus Christ has made a 
full, perfect, and complete satisfaction and atone- 
ment for the sins of the whole world : that He 
bore our sins in his own body on the tree, and 
wrought out a salvation, even a salvation from 
hell (that is a place burning with fire and brim- 
stone) ; that this salvation is conditional ; that 
whilst he that believeth shall be saved, he that 
believeth not shall be damned ; ' that ' he that 
believeth hath the witness in himself.' (1 John 
V. 10 ; Luke i. 77 ; xxiv. 47 ; Acts ii. 38, 39 ; iii. 
19 ; V. 31 ; X. 43.) * To him give all the prophets 
witness, that through his name, whosoever believeth 
in him shall receive remission of sins.' 

" You, sir, have, I presume, too much good sense 
to say a remission does not mean a pardon or for- 
giveness, and you credit the prophets too well to 
think they gave their witness to a lie, and too 
sincere to wrest all these scriptures. Besides, sir, 
you tell us, for I heard you once, that * we should 
E 
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not cloak our sins, but confess them to the end we 
might obtain forgiveness of the same.' In the 
absolution you say that * God giveth power and 
commandment to his ministers to declare and pro- 
nounce to his people being penitent, the absolution 
and remission of sin. * I believe in the forgiveness 
of sins.' (See Apostle's Creed.) 

" Again, in the homily on salvation, part third, 
* A sure trust and confidence that his sins are for- 
given through the merits of Christ.' St. Paul ex- 
horteth to ' make our calling and election sure.' 

" I believe in the Holy Catholic Church ; that 
is, that it is our privilege to be cleansed from all 
sin ; and to be inwardly and outwardly holy. To 
whatever sect they may belong these are a part of 
Christ's universal church ; and that this is our 
privilege' the Bible plainly shows. (See 1 John i. 
9 ; Hebrews xii. 14 ; 2 Cor. vii. 1 — xiv. 15.) The 
Apostles taught this doctrine, and enforced it upon 
their hearers, and that this is the doctrine of the 
Church of England is plain from her prayers and 
forms. (See Morning Service.) 'Vouchsafe, O 
Lord, to keep us this day without sin.' * Lord, 
make clean our hearts within us, and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from us.' This doctrine is so largely 
taught through both Morning and Evening Service, 
that I can only refer you to the whole. 

" I believe I may come to this conclusion : if 
the Bible be true, which I stedfastly believe, it 
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teaches the fall of man, and that holiness may be 
attained, and that every sinner who dies unchanged 
will never enter heaven. 

" Thus, sir, I have stated to you my creed in 
brief, and now I would answer some evil reports 
spread against * this sect which is everywhere 
spoken against.' (Acts xxviii. 22.) The cry against 
us is * These people say that every person must 
go to hell besides their own sect.' This is a wil- 
ful, glaring untruth. We say that all who do not 
repent of their sins will go to hell. (See Luke 
xiii. 3.) Not that they must belong to this or that 
sect. 

" Again they say * You speak ag-ainst the church 
and her ministers.' This also is a mistake. We 
speak against the bad conduct we see in so many 
members thereof ; we also saj/^that ministers ought 
not to say they trust they are moved by the Spirit 
of God to take upon them the office of deacon, and 
pray for the gift of the Holy Ghost so many times, 
and yet deny the possibility of attaining it. We 
also say that ministers should not give theniselves 
to drinking, or riot; to spending their time idly 
by day or by night ; to playing at dice, cards, 
tables, or any other game. (See 75th Canon.) 
We think that a pious chimney-sweeper, or a holy 
fisherman who is truly converted to God, reads his 
Bible and prays to God for the enlightening Spirit 
of his grace, may be called to preach the gospel, 
E 2 
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and be much better qualified than those whose 
minds are involved in pleasure and vanity, 

"Again it is said *You are enthusiasts/ &c. 
Why ? Is it because we expect what we pray for, 
and what is promised in the holy Scriptures ? In 
fact, sir, it is for expecting to receive what church 
people pray for. The chief reason why we are 
persecuted seems to be because we strive to do the 
will of God. This was what Christ was crucified 
for ; it was for this they slew his Apostle ; thus 
the seed of the bond-woman always did persecute 
the seed of the free-woman. If any man will live 
godly in Christ Jesus, he shall sufifer persecution. 
It was said of Jesus that he had a devil, and was 
mad, aad that he cast out devils through Beelzebub, 
the prince of the devils ; that was, that he used 
enchantments. A^er Jesus had done so many 
mighty works among them, they still wanted him 
to show a sign from heaven. what a picture is 
this of people in our day! We are accounted 
witches and deceivers, for reproving, and exhort- 
ing sinners to flee from the wrath to come. But 
it is through evil report, as well as through much 
tribulation, that I expect to get to heaven ; there- 
fore I am determined to take the Bible for my 
rule, and Chi*ist for my example, who went aboi\.t 
doing good continually, though the Scribes and 
Pharisees persecuted him for it ; and my prayer to 
God and man is, * What I know not teach Thou me/ 
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" And now. sir, I must take my leave of you, 
perhaps till we meet at the bar of God. If you 
see anything in this worthy of reproof, and will 
write me wherein I have erred, it will be thankfully 
received by your obedient servant, in the bonds of 
•Christ's gospel. 

Samuel Thoene. 
"Ebv. Peter Glubb, Great Torrington.'' 

While some parsons were persecutors, others, 
like the minister at Mevagissey, aided and en- 
<50uraged the Bible Christian preachers. Miss 
Betsy Reed, also, found a friendly clergyman in 
the Morvah Circuit. 

" Morvah Circuit, Polmonick, 
« July 25th, 1819. 
-* * Dear Brother, — « 

*• Like a poor neglectful dull soul as I am, I at 
last take up my pen to answer your welcome 
letter. I do feel thankful to hear from the dear 
friends, because I know I am not (only for Christ's 
sake) worthy to be had in ren^embrance by them, 
•neither am I worth spending precious time about, 
were it not for that I am bought with a price. 
My dear brother, as you know me so well, I have 
•no need to say much for my long silence ; it is 
43ecause of my slothfulness and from a thought 
that my writing can be but little service to 
'the people of God ; for they appear, to be 
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better acquainted with the way to Canaan than 
I am some how; for it appears the greatest 
part have outrun me, and do endeavour to reach 
me with the arms of faith and prayer, and so 
help pull me along ; for I think I want pulling. 
I am glad to hear that you have laid yourself out 
for God, and that while you are travelling to 
Zion you are with the shepherds of old when 
about to go to Bethlehem, saying to those around 
Come, let us go. I hope the temptations you 
meet with concerning your engagement in the 
work will not discourage you, but resist the 
devil, and he will fly from you. I know by pain- 
ful experience that if this temptation has hap- 
pened unto you, it is no more than what is 
common unto men. You must consider what 
part of the battle you are placed in ; it's where 
you may expect some of the hottest shots. But 
while we consider what a Captain we have got, 
One who is always sure to conquer, we have no 
need to fear for a moment. It appears the devil 
has in a measure tried you with the same bait as 
he did me ; but though the devil treats us alike^ 
his agents do not it seems, because the parsons do 
not Since I saw you I had an invitation to a 
minister's house ; so I accepted the invitation, and 
went after preaching, and stayed the night and 
good part of the next day. In this time I had 
an opportunity of praying with the family twice^ 
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and the parson in the midst of us. I was praying 
for him that the Lord would bless his labours ; 
but I don't know that he said Amen to it. I had 
much conversation with him, and I took the 
liberty to ask how it was that so little good was 
done in the church ? His answer was, Perhaps 
there was good done, but they did not tell of it as 
we did. Much more passed ; but I had an invi- 
tation to come the second time. I thought it was 
my duty to go, so I went. But I don't know 
whether I offended him that time or not ; but I 
had no more compliments to come again. But I 
have prayed for him since, and I feel to pray that 
God would shut the mouths of all such ones ; for 
they appear to me to be the greatest enemies to 
the cross of Christ. Oh, let us pray that God 
may confound or convert them ! I trust you 
don't forget to pray for some of the weakest of 
your fellow-travellers here in the west. We 
want help by your prayers ; for the work is but 
dead here in a general way. In some part of the 
circuit there is good doing ; but my soul is grieved 
because I don't see more good doing. Some- 
times I think if faithful labourers are sent down 
good will be done. May the Lord send those 
whom He will work by. 

" Please to give my kind love to all your dear 
friends. I crave an interest in all their prayers, 
and greatly need it. But I would be thankful to 
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God for His mercies towards me. Glory to His 
dear name for keeping me as He has, and for the 
prospect He has given me of a better world. I 
do feel at times, while I meditate on that glorious 
rest and all that bright company that will inhabit 
thg^t fair country, my soul would leave the heavy 
clay if it might. May the Lord keep us faithful 
and bring us to meet there, prays your unworthy 
sister, B. Eeed. 

" Give my kind love to all friends, and write 
me again the first opportunity." 

Probably the best plan to show the work of the 
times and the spirit of the workers will be to 
furnish some portions of correspondence. Pub- 
lished correspondence covering this period is 
somewhat scarce. The communications are rather 
long. But then, when the postage was from one 
to two shillings, the length of the letters was 
regulated accordingly. Such a spirit of piety 
breathes through these epistles, and they relate to 
so interesting a period in our connexional history, 
that they must be read with interest and profit by 
every member of the community. Did we liow 
possess the same deep-toned spiritual religious 
experience, how we should see the Bible Christian 
body flourish and extend. When Samuel Thome 
had removed from the Eingsash Circuit, he still 
seems to ha;ve exercised an oversight over both 
xjircuits, as the following letters will show. This 
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one is from Miss Ann Mason. It is addressed, 
"Samuel Thome, ambassador for Chrigt, Mr* 
Bird's, Eingsash." 

'' Northcott, Oct. 15th, 1819. 

" Very dear and much beloved Brother in the 
Gospel of Christ, — I take up my pen to answer 
your very acceptable letter, which I received 
September 27th, as I was going to breakfast. 
The account that it gave me did me more good 
than my breakfast ; its more than my meat and 
drink to hear of the prosperity of Zion. 

*'I suppose you were quite surprised if you 
have heard of my going down to the quarterly 
meeting ; so I will endeavour to give you some 
account of my travels and enjojrments since I saw 
you, though when you have read it, you may say 
the half hath not been told me. The Thursday after 
I saw you, all at once it was brought very power- 
fully to my mind concerning going. I began to 
examine where it came from. The more I in. 
dulged it the more the desire increased, till I was 
constrained to believe it came from God ; and till 
I went, the thoughts of it were even as a fire shut 
up in my vexy bones, that I could not in con- 
science have staid home, I thought, if the way 
had been full of swords or fire. So the Sunday 
morning I was carried on horseback to^ Kilk. 
hampton ; the Monday I rode with John Adams to 
Weekorchard ; from that to Webworthy with Mr. 
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Spettigue. We had a profitable meeting. I ex. 
pect you have had an account of it, though I 
cannot help remarking what a satisfaction it was 
to my soul in hearing dear father Parkin 
speak his experience, as he so beautifully ex- 
plained what I would fain make known. The 
Tuesday I was helped part the way to Baddash 
with a horse, and walked the remainder; my 
bodily strength then was nearly exhausted, and 
my soul full of glory and of God. The Wednes- 
day morning it was applied to my mind — the 
Lord Jehovah is thy strength ; then thought I, 
this is enough ; not knowing how I could get to 
Michaelstow; but my cry was. Lord! thou 
knowest. In the forenoon, (quite unexpected) 
a horse was brought by Mr. Hocking's 
son for Mr. O'Bryan to ride to the quarterly 
meeting, which carried us both. Did any ever 
trust in the Lord in vain ? At that meeting, Mr. 
0' Bryan preached from Prov. ii. 1-5. He was 
much drawn out in speaking ; he scarce knew how 
to stop. He spoke more of the deep things of 
God than I ever before heard him. After speaking 
while in prayer, it was brought to his mind con- 
cerning the beautiful garments with which Aaron 
and the Priests were arrayed before they went 
into the Holy of Holiest. He then thought it was 
a tjrpe or shadow of our privilege in the Gospel. 
He thought many parts of the Bible seemed like 
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a new thing. The power of God so descended* 
upon him that he stopped praying. William 
Mason prayed. He then concluded the meeting 
and told me what great things the Lord had done 
for his soul. I leave it for you to judge something 
what I felt, because I'm not possessed of words ta 
express it. Through thje love-feast I wanted, if 
possible, to be hid from the presence of God,. as I 
was so much at a loss to praise Him. It was a 
blessed time ; truly the wonder-working God was 
present, and made known His great power. I 
stayed at Mr. Hocking's till the Simday following, 
then rode with him to Bodmin, and stayed there 
till the Tuesday morning; then Mr. O'Bryan 
called me to go to Luxillian. I rode a little pony ; 
sister Mary and Mr. O'Bryan walked. We arrived 
at Bodwen about noon; there we met brother 
Major and Sarah Cory — dear Sarah ; you would 
delight to see her, she is even as a flame of fire. 
As she had written to you before, she desired me 
to let you know something how she was then ; but 
here again I must fail in the attempt. Oh ! had 
I language fit, it would take you a long time ta 
read what I should write. When we came to 
Menedue, dear brother James was just returning 
from Truro, very unwell ; praise the Lord, he was 
soon again restored to better health. There I met 
with many dear friends that were at a loss to ex. 
press their joy for the privilege of meeting again 
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in time. By this time I knew something of what 
•excited me to go, as many of them had been 
praying that I might be sent to them, or they to 
me ; and the desire of the righteous must be gran- 
ted. Mr. O'Bryan preached at the chapel to a 
crowded congregation, from * Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.' The reply of the greater 
part of the congregation seemed to be Amen, and 
«o be it. It was a good discourse. Sister Trick 
•spoke after, much in the spirit of her Divine 
Master. At the love-feast the chapel was well 
filled ; and the best of all was the Lord was with 
us. I believe that meeting will be remembered 
in days to come. Bless the Lord, He is doing 
great things in that place. The Wednesday mor- 
ning at Bodwen, in family prayer, was a time 
to be remembered ; the Master of Assemblies was 
present ; many were athirst to be restored more 
freely to the image of God. Sister Mary and 
Margaret Adams were distressed, and would 
not rest till their large desires were fulfilled. 
They left us about noon for Truro circuit. That 
evening, brother Major preached his farewell ser. 
mon at Bodwen Chapel. All through the meeting 
my soul was much drawn out after God, so that I 
staid on my knees much of the time While they 

sung 

* Then we'll shine and shout and sing,' &c„ 

I was sunk down by the weight of the power of 
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God.' As I lay, I beheld by faith, as I never did 
before, the glory of God filling immensity, that I 
wondered I was not consumed. I believe to have 
seen and felt more I could not have borne and 
lived. It was with some difiiculty, by the help of 
brother James, that I returned to Bodwen and 
went to bed. The Thursday morning as sister 
Trick was praying, the power of God was again 
made known. I believe, nearly all present could 
by experience cry out, * Lo, God is in this place.' 
What I felt so overcame the animal frame that I 
had no power to speak nor stand alone, so I was 
put to bed. The Friday, I was with brother James 
after he had written a letter home; he felt so 
much athirst for God that he lay upstairs stretched 
on the floor till Jesus appeared the chief est among 
ten thousand, and the altogether lovely ; then we 
praised God together for all that was past, and 
trust Him for all that's to come. Saturday morn- 
ing I felt I ought to return. We had a horse ; 
and brother James came with me to Bodmin. 
About noon I left Bodmin on the mail coach; 
arrived at Launceston about three. I walked to 
Baddash, and felt better iu body than when I left 
Bodwen in the morning. I stayed at Baddash till 
Wednesday morning ; then we had a horse, and 
Thomazine ■ O'Bryan came with me. I arrived 
home safely on Wednesday evening, much better 
in body than I could have exj)ected. I feel truly 
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satisfied that my going was for the glory of God 
by some means, and also my return. Now my 
greatest enquiry is — when shall I begin to praise 
my God ; or how shall I proceed? Oh, help me, 
my brother, by your prayers. Remember my 
very kind love to all friends, and accept the same 
yourself. Our family also join with me. Believe 
me, as ever, your fellow-traveller to Mount Zion. 

Ann Mason. 

*' P.S. — If you should think it worth spending 
^ little time about, I should gladly receive a few 
lines from you soon." 

. The following letter is from Miss Mary Ann 
Soper, his colleague in the Ringsash Circuit. 

" Eingsash Circuit, Oakwell, 
*' May 15th, 1820. 
** My dear Brother, — 

" I have felt a desire to let you know some- 
thing of the state of my mind when and since I 
last saw you. When I saw, and after I left you, 
I believe I had so great a sight of my unfaithful- 
ness,'unworthiness, indolence, and ignorance, as I 
could bear. Yea, it came upon me as a flood, or 
a burthen, insomuch that, (for the time) I could 
scarcely claim a promise or draw nigh to God with 
that confidence as before. The message which 
you delivered me from brother Bird had a great 
weight upon my mind. But glory be to God, it 
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has been rendered a great blessing to me ; for I 
considered it to be as a message from the Lord to 
stir me up to greater diligence, and I believe it 
was a word dropped in due season. Yesterday 
my soul remained somewhat clouded during the 
day. But I had good liberty in speaking here at 
Oakwell, and I believe it was a profitable time. 
This morning I have experienced a glorious re- 
freshing season, the cloud again dispersed, the in- 
visible appeared, faith again got the victory, 
and the glorious sunshine of the presence of my 
reconciled Father, with resplendent lustre, shone 
upon my soul. Glory be to God ? I now see it 
was the love of God manifested towards me. I 
believe tliis is numbered with the " all things " 
that shall work together for my good. Yea, for 
my God well knew that I stood in need of correc- 
tions ; for He is too wise to err, and too good to 
be unkind. Oh, for a heart to praise my God for 
all that is past, and to trust Him for- all that's to 
come ? Oh, that (henceforth) I may prove more 
faithful to the grace given. 
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And glorify my God below, 
And find my way to heaven.' 

" My dear brother, pray much for me. Give 
my kind love to mother and father, Mary and 
:Susan, and Br. John Thorne, to Br. Major, and 
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all who have love enough to inquire for me, and 
accept it yourself. May this meet you full of 
faith, of the Holy Ghost, and the fire of the love 
of God. Yea, filled with glory and with God. 
Thus prays your unworthy fellow-labourer, 

Mary Ann Soper." 

This letter came from Miss Mary Toms, stationed 
in the Luxillian Circuit, and who was afterwards 
so useful in opening the mission in the Isle of 
Wight, Jersey, and Guernsey. 

" Luxillian, September 25th, 1820. 
" Dear Brother in the Lord, — 

" I now with joy take my pen in hand to answer 
your kind letter, though feeling very unworthy 
thus to write you. I think of late I have been 
viewing myself as the most unworthy of all God's 
people ; but glory be to God that He hath not 
cast me off, but doth still favour me with His< 
presence, and I bless God for sending me down 
here ; for I believe that I am in my place, and 
glory be to God that He hath given me a greater 
zeal for His glory ; and also of late I think I have 
been growing in grace, and getting more dead to 
the world ; and my only desire is to bring glory 
to God. Dear Brother, I thank you kindly for 
your advice, it came in the time of need ; for I 
feel that I need advice or counsel from some one^ 
every day, being such an ignorant and weak, poor 
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mortal. Dear brother, I hope you will not forget to 
pray for poor unworthy Mary Toms, but will daily 
carry me to a throne of grace, that I may be kept 
faithful and humble, that I may at last join with 
thee and all the rest of the people of God to praise 
Him in the upper and better world. Glory be to 
God for that hope which he hath put within me, 
of one day meeting you in glory. Please to give 
my love to friend Kichard and all his family, and 
to friend Ford and his family, and to friend Fox 
and his family ; and if you please to tell him 
that I left his book at friend Richard's to give to 
him, and if not returned that it is there now ; 
and if you will return it I shall be thankful unto 
you. Please to give my love to all that may 
enquire for me, and tell them they must 
pray for one of the weakest of all God's children. 
Dear brother, I hope you will not forget to send 
to me as much instruction as you can, for there 
is no one wants it more than I do, and therefore 
I hope you will pray for me and you will not be 
forgotten in ray weak pr'ayers ; and give my love 
to your fellow labourers and to all your friends. 
I do not feel that I have any more at present to 
say to thee, for I feel I am too unworthy to give ; 
but I still want to receive from all such as you, 
and I hope you will not forget the weak ; for 
where shall the weak go to but unto the strong. 
And I hope you will look oyer all imperfections, 
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and pray that I may be more perfect for the 
time to come. And may the Lord bless you and 
me with peace and joy, by believing in the Holy 
Ghost here while we live, and when death shall 
come may we be received into the kingdom of 
our Father, and there join to praise his great and 
glorious name for ever. I did think that I should 
have been there before now ; but as the Lord has 
spared me a little longer I feel determined, 
through the strength of God, to spend my life in 
His service. So no more at present from thy 
loving sister in Christ, 

''Mary Toms." 

His old colleague. Miss M. A. Soper, travelling 
with Mr. William Beed, writes him from the St. 
Ervan Circuit. 

" Tregonatha, Sep. 26th, 1820. 
*' Dear Brother, — 

'' Your welcome letter came safely at my hand, 
by Br. Wakeham, which conveyed to me the 
desired tidings of the welfare of the dear friends 
in Eingsash Circuit, particularly of the pros- 
perity of Zion in the north, that lies so near my 
heart. But I am sorry to hear that the old devil 
discord is still harboured among the people at 
Biggington and Burrington. Surely your trials 
must be many on that account. Who can describe 
the pain felt by those who have the work of God 
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to heart, to see the wolf devour the sheep for 
whom their Shepherd died ? You spoke of some 
being expelled from the classes. Who is suflScient 
to discern betwixt the precious and the vile but 
those who have divine teaching ? None but those 
who are directed by the spirit of God. May the 
Lord give you the spirit of discernment, that the 
chains, which, as it were, tie the hands of Ominpo- 
tence, may be thrust out. As to my experience, 
praise the Lord I have found Him to be much 
deepening and reviving his work in my soi^l since I 
came down in this circuit. I clearly see our happi- 
ness consists in doing the will of God. And glory 
be to God, the work seems to be reviving much in 
general through this circuit. There seems to be the 
sound of an abundance of rain. I believe the 
devil's kingdom is tottering and falling. Bless the 
Lord, I think I never felt so much for souls before 
as I have of late ; I've have had such revelations 
of the danger to which they are exposed. It has 
appeared to me when speaking, (I have felt that 
emnity against the devil, and love to souls) that I 
have wanted to fly to them to snatch them from 
his hands. Oh ! what have I felt ? My feelings 
have been indescribable ; and glory be to God, 
sinners have been pricked to the heart, and con- 
strained to cry for mercy. Some have found liberty 
through the blood of the Lamb ; and others are 
stepping in to full redemption. Praise the Lord, 
F 2 
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"we are in full expectation of mighty revivals. O 
Lord, hasten it on ! I believe you will say Amen. 
You wrote concerning the licence of Challacombe, 
but I cannot remember that I received it for them. 
I did not go from Sowden to Tawstock, but brother 
Courtice did. If you can remember that you paid 
me for them, let me know again, and I will en. 
deavour to send it. I hope you have received the 
letter (with one enclosed in it for Ann Bray) which 
I sent by post just at the conclusion of Conference. 
My kind love to Lake people. I should be happy to 
receive a few lines from any of them, if they think 
it worth notice. My love to all enquiring friends. 
I should be glad if you could send down my Con- 
cordance; by so doing you will oblige. I hope 
you will write to me again the first opportunity. 

" Yours affectionately, 

" M. A. SOPER." 

We now present one from Miss Mary Mason, 
who succeeded him at Ringsash. 

" Sowden, November 24th, 1820. 
** Dear Brother in the bonds of peace, — 

"After many proposals, and hesitations, and 
shrinkings at the cross, I at last take up my pen, 
and also take up the cross to write you a few lines. 
I must acknowledge it is a cross for me to write to 
such a grammatical as you ; but you well know what 
a poor ignorant creature I am ; so I hope you will 
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put up with my ignorance, and overlook my many 
imperfections. I hope, dear brother, this will find 
you enjoying the blessings of health of body, and 
your soul with the warmest affections cleaving to 
Jesus ; with the sacred fire of God's love burning 
on the mean alter of your heart ; and the Lord 
abundantly blessing your labours. I trust the good 
work of God in the Shebbear circuit is breaking 
out on every hand. But, oh, I have still to 
complain of its deadness here in this circuit. 
I can scarcely see any movement among the 
people: Oh, it is dead, dead, dead ! The preaching 
seems to them as idle tales. Yet the people 
all through the circuit seem to be well pleased 
with their preachers (I mean brother Metherell 
and brother Lloyd.) I believe it's well for them 
to be pleased with their preachers; but I am 
sorry to say they are also pleased with their sins. 
Oh, may Qod hasten the time when the tottering 
kingdom of Satan may fall to the ground, and 
the kingdom of God be erected on its ruins. Oh 
the devil hath been working here among us ! I 
believe for this quarter there have more been ex- 
cluded from our society than there have been 
added to it ; and by what I hear, there are many 
more that have excluded themselves by dis, 
-orderly walking. If you will endeavour to come 
«p to our quarterly meeting, which is intended to 
be the day after Christmas day ; and I hope you 
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will then preach a good alarming sermon to us 
to stir us all up. As to myself, I have to bless 
God for the blessing of health of body, and that 
I enjoy a measure of His love in. my soul. But, 
oh, it's but a small measure to what I see is my 
privilege ! But glory be to God for what I do 
enjoy of His divine presence. I find Him a pre- 
sent help in every time of need. Since yoij left 
this circuit I have been much tried in many ways. 
But I bless the name of the Lord — out of all He 
hath delivered me. Oh, how many times have I 
longed and wished to have my dear brother S. T. 
with me to converse with. But, oh, how un- 
worthy I am of having such a worthy minister of 
God's to travel with ! Sometimes, while thinking 
what a privilege it would be if I could once more 
be permitted to travel with you, and while think, 
on the same I feel my heart dance with joy and 
gratitude. But oh, I feel altogether imworthy to 
travel in the Shebbear Circuit ! Yea, and so I 
am of travelling in any circuit. I often think 
whether I am not a hindrance to the work here. 
If I am a stumbling-block do pray that I may be 
removed, that the word of the Lord may have its 
free course, that it may run and be glorified. 
I have many things to say to you if time 
would permit me to write; but it will not at 
present. But I trust to see you soon, and speak 
face to face ; so then I shall be able to tell you 
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many particulars that I cannot well write. I hope 
you will be able to visit us at our quarterly meeting 
as I believe we shall have great need of you. I 
intend going home from our quarterly meeting 
and going to yours if permitted by God and the 
friends- May the Lord's will be done in me, 
through me, and by me. I must hasten on to a 
conclusion, as it is almost time to go to meeting 
at Teddewater. My love, yea, warm and affec- 
tionate love, to all your family when you see 
them, particularly to your dear brother James 

when you write to him, and also to dear C ^r 

when you write to her, and to all enquiring 
friends through the circuit, especially to North- 
lew friends. And please to accept the same 
yourself. So I remain your unworthy, unfaith- 
ful, but ever Joving and affectionate sister in the 
best of bonds, 

" Maby Mason." 

We now insert some of the letters of Samuel 
Thome. 

*' Lake, Nov. 13th, 1820. 
** My dear Friends, — 

" I hope these few lines will find you all in 
good health of body, and still eagerly pursuing 
after more holiness. Every remembrance of you 
does me good ; and I fully expect, if God helps 
me and bears with my unfaithfulness, to meet you 
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all one day in heaven. I praise God. that of late 
I have felt many refreshing seasons, and an 
abiding witness that I am his. Glory be to God 
I have felt power in prayer and also in preaching. 
I believe I am in the soil which agrees with me. 
Of late I have been led to look more deeply into 
. religion than before now. Oh, what has Jesus 
purchased ! Behold there are given unto us ex. 
ceeding great and precious promises, that by 
these we may be made partakers of the divine 
nature. God is love, i,e. His nature is love. We 
are to be made partakers of it, therefore we shall 
love likewise ; but need I say so? Kemember 
ours is only borrowed, therefore we must walk in 
the light, or certain darkness will be the conse- 
quence. How necessary then to deny ourselves 
and take up our daily cross. I doubt not but you 
have trials and suflferings, but fear not, neither 
be dismayed ; for as] much as Christ has suflfered 
for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with 
the same mind. Is not this the way by which we 
are to be made perfect ? And if so, ought we not 
to suffer gladly ? And if ^ we suffer gladly, can 
we be uneasy under our sufferings ? 

" As to the work of God in this circuit I hope 
in some places it is reviving ; believers are ex- 
excited to greater diligence, and I have seen 
some crying for mercy. 

I suppose you have heard of our brother John 
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K 's Lorenzoical step. I have been told on 

good authority that Lorenzo Dawe's marriage was 
something like it. You will naturally ask what I 
think of it. I must frankly say I hardly know what 
to think of it. I should certainly condemn it in 
others, but how can I condemn so holy a person 
as Lorenzo ? Observe. I do not justify it. I 
leave him to his own Master to justify or con- 
demn him. 

" I should be glad to know when your local 
preachers' and quarterly meeting is. 

" Now after a few questions, I must conclude. 
Do you all enjoy perfect love ? Can you rejoice 
evermore, pray without ^ceasing, and in every, 
thing give thanks ? Do you look to God in all you 
do ? Do you feel your love increasing both to- 
ward God and your neighbour ? And are you, 
my dedr fellow labourers, still undauntedly 
preaching the gospel. You know what I mean 
by the gospel, Help for every condemned 
sinner; for hard-hearted, miserable, backsliding 
lukewarm, vile, and mourning sinners. Do you 
all keep the crown in view ? My love to dear 
mother: may God lead thee through all thy 
trials and ripen thee for glory. My love to thee, 
dear Betsy; may the Lord make thee like a 
polished comer of the temple, and thy younger 
sister also. My kind love to you, dear John and 
Richard ; may the Lord make you sons of thunder. 
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and help you always to declare his word. Dear 
William, hast thou begun to serve the Lord ? If 
not, begin tww^ for eternal damnation is the 
wages of sin. Oh, William, stop I pray thee : 
Jesus hath redeemed thy soul ! Brother George, 
I hope it is still well with thee and thy dear wife ; 
may God shower his blessings on you and your 
little offspring. My love to the dear woman who 
lives with you, whose name I have forgotten. 
Give my kind love to the society, and to Jane, 
and to Morchard friends. I expect to see some, 
yea many of you, here at Christmas. Our local 
preachers' meeting will be, God willing, on Wed- 
nesday, 20th of December, at Lake, when I intend 
preaching to the local brethren. I think the 
quarterly meeting will be the Wednesday in 
Christmas week at Holwell. Youts ought to be 
before, as I shall have to carry in the accounts. 
Whenever it is I hope you will let me know. I 
long to have some talk with you. Oh, do pray 
for me ! And believe me to remain yours affec- 
tionately, Samuel Thobnb. 

" Mr. Bird's Family. 

" N.B. — At this very time I have twenty letters 
to write, but they must be shorter than this. I 
have abundance to do, and but little time, though 
I am sometimes up as early as two o'clock in the 
morning. It is no small thing to be ^ sufficient 
for these thiiigs.' Give my love to your preachers. 
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and tell them I expect a letter from them, and sa 
I do from you. Adieu, for the time, to dear 
Chawleigh friends. 

. " CoUacott, Nov. 14tli, 1820. 
" Dear Brother, — 

" I cannot forget thee, whether absent or pre- 
sent. As my desire is thy salvation, I cannot 
hold my peace. Although I have not much time 
to write, yet I would write thee a few lines. 

" Since I left the Kingsash Circuit, I praise 
God I have felt many refreshing seasons coming 
from His presence. I feel Christ is my Prophet j 
Priest, and King, and I felt humbled before Him. 
I hope all is well with thee. If not, fly to Jesus 
this moment, for His blood cleanseth from all sin. 
Can He not then cleanse thee ? Or will He not ? 
Yea, but He can and will. Oh, venture on Jesus 
by faith now, exactly as thou art, and He will 
make thee whole. Thou wilt never be better till 
Jesus makes thee so. He will not heal thee till 
thou venturest forth on him. let this be the 
happy time ; now while it is called to-day, believe 
on him. Dost thou say to-morrow ? He says to- 
day. Dost thou say * I have a hard heart.' Then 
the fire of Jesus' love shall melt it down. * But I 
am full of wickedness.' The balm can cure thee. 
' But I hardly know my own state.' Then Jesus 
does ; and if thou wilt believe, thou shalt see the 
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salvation of (Jod. If Jesus came to save sinners, 
will he not save thee ? Or art thou worse than a 
sinner? Oh, do not any longer dishonour the 
blood of Jesus, but now pray that it may be 
applied to thee. Do not forget that it is the lot 
of all the people of God to meet with trials and 
persecutions in the way to heaven, and if thou art 
•determined to go to heaven thou must expect them 
also : and oh ! if thou hast not already done it, 
let me entreat you to leave off finding fault with 
others, or thou canst not long be happy : beside, 
does not finding fault seem to say ' you are all 
blind and ignorant ; hearken to me and I will 
instruct you 1 ' I believe thou dost not think so 
highly as this of thyself ; then shun the appear- 
ance of it. Believe me, I desire thy salvation, 
and shall be glad if any of these observations are 
in any way beneficial to thee. 

** I should be glad to see thee at Christmas. 

Friend Ford can tell thee when our quarterly 

-meeting will be, and I should be glad of a letter 

from thee. Give my love to dear Grace, and the 

friends, and accept the same thyself, from thy 

♦servant for Christ's sake, Samuel Thorne. 

" To Friend Chappie, Burrington." 

''Lake, Nov., 1820. 
^* Dear Brother, — 

" This is to acquaint thee a little about the things 
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which thou desiredst me, viz., 1st. We much want 
a good school in Shebbear. 2nd. But there seem 
to be a few difficulties in the way. One with re-, 
spect to a school-room. The chapel is large enough, 
but then it is cold, is it not ? Another is, thou art 
not sure of having a larger number of children 
than thou hast now, though I rather think thou 
wouldest. I should like to have a school in this 
parish kept by a man who feared God, and would 
keep the children under subjection, and if thou 
art willing to try I will gladly do all I can to 
promote it. 

" As thou art going home at Christmas, if thou 
wouldest come to our house, either as thou goest or 
retumest, I think we might decide on it then. 

" Do try to let me know when your local prea-, 
chers' and quarterly meetings are; Tell brother 
Metherall it should be before or at the beginning 
of Christmas. Give my love to the Mill friends ; 
tell them I love them and all the friends, and 
believe me thine affectionately, 

Samuel Thqenb. 

" To Thomas Adams, Tawstock." 

CoUacott, November 14th, 1820. 
" My beloved Friends, — 

" I hope this will find you in good health of 
body, and earnestly pursuing that holiness without 
which we can be neither truly happy nor useful. 
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Oh ! what a principle is love. Truly it makes our 
willing feet in swift obedience move. How great 
is our privilege. Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God. And the Apostle Paul 
says, * If children, then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint-heirs with Christ Jesus.' And the Apostle 
John says, * As He is, so are we in this world, and 
in Him is no sin.' Then can there be in us if we 
are like Him ? But remember, it is through the 
blood of Christ alone that we sinners can enter 
into the Holiest of all. Have faith in that, and 
your souls will instantly be made holy. Have 
faith in it, and your souls will be kept through the 
power of God unto eternal salvation. Constant 
faith in Jesus will keep you perfectly happy. 

" If you are desirous of knowing how I get on, 
I praise God I am still out of hell ; and notwith- 
standing my unfaithfulness, I increase in happiness. 
Oh, to grace how great a debtor ! I do feel an 
abiding witness that I am Christ's and that Christ 
is mine. I feel power in speaking for him, and 
my heart is set on heavenly things. I feel that 
I am growing in grace, though not so much as it 
is my privilege. I feel grace will produce 
humility. If any, therefore, are wanting in 
humility, they are wanting in love. The work of 
(jod among us seems to be reviving. Believers 
are more earnest ; some sinners are reclaimed, 
and some backsliders are restored. 
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" I shall be glad to hear there is a good work 
among you ; and will you let me know when your 
local preachers' and quarterly meetings are. The 
Shebbear Local preachers' meeting is on Wednes- 
day, December 23rd, at Lake, and our quarterly 
meeting the Wednesday after Christmas-day, at 
Holwell. I mean to preach a sermon to the local 
l^rethren in the evening. I should like to see you 
then, or at the quarterly meetings or any time for 
s, fortnight after Christmas, as I hope to be at 
home for that time. Your quarterly meeting 
ought to be before ours, as I shall have to return 
the accounts to Wm. 0' Bryan. Do you both still 
enjoy holiness 1 Do you feel calm and even with- 
in? Can you bear all things with patience? Do 
you suffer gladly ? Have you always a single eye 
to God's glory? Let not your confidence be 
shaken. Stand fast wherein you have attained, 
and pray and believe daily for more. Oh, expect 
more daily^ and expect it as you are. Eemember 
salvation is a free gift. It is not of works, there- 
fore you cannot make yourselves fit. Stretch 
forth the withered hand. In the way to heaven 
you may expect trials, tribulations, persecutions, 
and aflictions; but fear not, neither be discou- 
raged ; forasmuch as Christ hath suffered for us in 
the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind. Many little crosses we may expect, but 
they will only make us the richer hereafter. 
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Often take a view of Jesus ; especially in the time 
of trial. 

* 'Tis then his tenderest love is shown, 
He shares our trials as his own, 
And with our weakness bears.' 

" He has said, I will never leave thee, I will 
never forsake thee; and His promises are sure. 
Oh, venture on him! Venture wholly; let no 
other trust intrude. Now behold your advocate. 
Now trust in Him with all your heart. I am in 
haste, as I have many letters to write, and a 
multiplicity of business to attend to. Give my 
love to all the dear friends, whom, I assure you I 
love, and if I come up at Christmas, I hope to sea 
many of them. . 

•" And may God, of His infinite goodness, fill 
you with His fulness, is the prayer of your servant 
for Christ's sake, SAMUEL Thorne. 

" To Mr. James Ford and his wife, of Burring- 
ton, in Eingsash Circuit." 

" Lake, Nov, 17th, 1820. 
" Dear Friends, — 

" Grace, mercy, and truth be multiplied unto 
you from God the Father and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

**I hope you are still earnestly pursuing after, 
holiness. Behold, how great a deliverance Jesus 
has wrought out for us, even a deliverance from 
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pride, peevishness, &c. Well might St. John cVy 
out, * Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the children of God, and if children then heirs ; 
heirs of God and joint -heirs with Christ 
Jesus ; ' * And has he is so are we in this world.' 
Jesus was holy ; I therefore conclude we may be 
holy, if it be not our own fault. If there was no 
sin in Jesus, can there be in us, if we be like Him ? 
Or think ye thdt the Scriptures speak in vain, 
that what is promised cannot be performed. But 
why do I question this 1 I know you believe it to 
be your privilege, and oh, seek it through the 
blood of the covenant. Eemember salvation is a 
free gift, therefore believe and enter in. You can- 
not glorify God as you ought, till you do believe. 
Eemember Christ loves you. I doubt not that 
Satan may tell you nay, but oh, believe him not : 
he is a liar, and the father of lies. Pray that 
God would give you to see the evil of your own 
hearts ; for by experience, I can say this is the only 
way to grow more humble, and consequently more 
holy. A true knowledge of ourselves is good, but 
this will not do instead of faith. Pray constantly. 
Watch diligently. In the way to heaven you may 
expect trials, but fear not, neither be dismayed. 
Christ was made perfect through suflferings : and 
for as much as Christ hath suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind ; 
for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased 

G 
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from sin. (1 Pet. iv. 1.) All who stood on Mount 
Zion came out of much tribulation, and marky 
they had washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. This denotes much 
suffering and a holy heart. God grant that you 
and I may stand there ! Amen, Lord Jesus. 

" My dear friends, I love you still, even more 
than ever I did : I long to see and talk with you. 
Sufferings you must expect, daily temptations and 
tribulation, but endure hardness, as good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ. Fight, and you are sure toconquer. 

** My dearly beloved, I feel for you, and fear 
for you, lest the tempter should prevail on you to 
give up. Therefore I would say when you are tried, 
look up to Jesus by faith. 

" I now conclude with a few questions for you 
each to answer. Father, is thy witness as bright 
as it was ? Is thy eye still single ? Is all thou 
doest to the glory of God ? Mother, art thou still 
seeking Jesus of Nazareth ? Hast though found 
Him to the joy of thy soul ? Dear John, how is 
it with thee ? Dear Jane, how is it with thee ? 
Art thou still lively and zealaus ? How is brother 
James getting on in the ways of God ? Dost thou 
still value the pearl of great price ? 

" Be ye all, I beseech you, as pillars in God's 
house. My love to you all. Eemember me to the 
dear little ones, and believe me yours affection- 
ately, , "Samuel Thobnb. 

" To Lee Friends, Ilfracombe." 



83 

"Lake, August 26th, 1820. 
** To the Local-Preachers and Glass-Leaders in 

Shebbear Circuit 

"The class-leaders who live near may and 
ought to come ; those who live distant need not. 

" Dear Brethren, — 

" This is to let you know that I and sister Eeed 
have appointed the Conference for the local- 
preacher's, otherwise local-preacher's meeting, to 
be held at Moortown, on the 13th October ; and I 
desire you will all attend, if possible, that we may 
confer together how to carry on the work of Grod. 
You will, I trust, see the utility of it. We are, 
you well know, opposed by earth and hell ; both of 
which are subtle enemies ; therefore, we all need 
the wisdom of the serpent, and the harmlessness 
of the dove, in order to counteract their hellish 
malice. 

•* Man was made for society. When God first 
formed man. He did not, I presume, intend that 
he should live alone ; on the contrary, man was 
made for society. What worldly business can be 
done without this ? And if it be needful for men 
of the world to confer together, to accomplish 
designs which are only temporal, how much more 
needful must it be for the servants of God to con- 
verse together about spiritual things, that they may 
glorify their Father who is in heaven. I shall be glad 
to see as many at our meeting as can attend, being 
fully persuaded we shall find it a profitable tima 
G 2 
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" The meeting is to begin at nine o'clock in the* 
morning. Do not think it too early, G^t np the- 
earlier in the morning, if you have far to come. 
I am persuaded we could profitably employ two- 
days, if we had them. 

"However, if there are those whose business 

really prevents their coming, I say, God does- not 

require impossibilities. I remain, dear brethren,. 

your affectionate brother, in the bonds of the 

Gospel. 

"Samuel Thorne. 

We are dealing with a period when a great many 
wheels were set in motion. Among his papers is^ 
a letter from Miss Hannah Pearce, stating her 
impression, that it was her duty to warn sinners 
to " flee from the wrath to come." She preached, 
successfully some years in various circuits, and 
then married a minister of the Protestant Metho- 
dist Church, in the United States of America. 
She has passed away to her reward. Her memory, 
a volume of thrilling interest, has been published, 
in America by her husband. " The Lady Preacher,' * 
by William Eeeves, D.D. Miss Pearce says — 

" Sheepwash, Nov. 17th, 1820. 
" Dear Brother, — 

" I have thought a long time of writing to you, 
having my mind much burdened in looking at the 
worth of souls. It grieves me that I have no more 
opportunity of warning poor sinners to flee from- 
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'the wrath to come. The Lord has lately been 
>showing me great things of what is His will con- 
cerning me. Weak as I am, the Lord has called 
me to a great work. I feel myself weaker than- 
>a bruised reed, yet I have confidence in the God of 
my salvation, that He will not lay more on me 
than He will enable me to bear ; this I can testify, 
by the witness I have in my own soul. Glory be 
-to God for what I feel ; and more I know is my 
privilege to enjoy, and I am determined to 'press 
lifter more of the mind that is in Christ. May 
-the Lord help me to do so ! I was warned by God 
to write to Father O'Bryan ; knowing my inability 
J scarce know what to do, so I write you, thinking 
if you would allow me to go round this circuit 
once with sister Witham, it would be a great 
'privilege for me. I am sure if I do not work more 
for the Lord, He will take awa^y that I have, and 
I shall become a castaway. It brings tears from 
my eyes to think of being a castaway ; but I hope 
iihe Lord will direct me in His holy ways, that I 
may become as a bright light in a dark place. 

** More I should write, but it is almost time to 
come to meeting ; so I must conclude, desiring an 
interest in your prayers, that I may do the will of 
<jod. So adieu, dear brother. 

'* Hannah Peaecb." 

The next letter is from Miss Ann Vickery, who 
•4;ravelled some ten years, and then was married to 
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Mr. Paul Kobins, who has been in Canada many 
years. She has rested from her labours some 
years. 

" Lapford, Devon, 

** September 12th, 1820. 
** Dear Brother in Christ,— 

** I now sit down with joy and delight to write 
you a few lines. But I think my unfaithfulness 
renders me unworthy of holding a communion 
with one who so far excels me in virtue and holi- 
ness. Yet I am very thankful to God that I am 
led to see my un worthiness even day by day. Oh, 
what a weak helpless woman am I ! Bless God,. 
this morning I feel my soul drawn out after God 
in prayer. Oh, how precious is Christ to my soul I 
He is all in all to me. Nothing is more precious 
to a sinking soul than one drop of His divine^ 
blood. Dear brother, I hope this will find you, by 
the grace of God, in good health of body, and 
likewise earnestly contending for the faith once 
delivered to the saints; striving on for all the 
fullness of the indwelling spirit of God, which is 
our privilege in the Gospel, not only to feel our 
sins forgiven, but to enjoy the earnest of our 
heaven, which is no more nor less than the love of 
God filling our souls ; yea, burning in our hearts- 
for the glory of God and the salvation of souls. 
It is a pure flame of heavenly fire, kindled by the 
Holy Spirit of God within our breast, and bursting 
forth in praises to God and the Lamb, constrain**- 
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ing us to live to the glory of Him who died that 
we might live. I should be glad to come down to 
meeting, to see the dear friends once more, but 
Chumleigh friends are not agreeable to take my 
plan, therefore do pray for me, that the will of 
God may be done. Dear brother, if you please to 
give my love to as many as you can of those that 
love the Lord in sincerity and truth. Tell them I 
love them, and, although, at a distance in body, I 
do not forget to pray for them all, and hope they 
will do the same by me. 

" If you please to inquire of mother Squance 
for what I left there, and bring it up to Ringsash 
with you ; also give my love to father and mother, 
and Br. Squance, and sister Grace ; tell them to press 
forward toward Zion, and that if we never meet 
again in time, we shall meet above, where we shall 
part no more for ever. And in so doing you will 
greatly oblige me. If you please to overlook all 
imperfections, which I believe you will. So no more 
at present from yours in the bonds of love divine. 

"Ann Vickkry* 

*' Adieu. Amen, and amen." 

The following is from Northlew, where it is 

popularly said, " The devil died with the cold.'* 

This letter speaks of one who was supposed to be 

possessed. 

" Northlew, Jan. 6th. 1821» 

" Dear Brother in Christ, — 

" I have taken this opportunity of sending these 
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•few lines by our brother Spearman, to desire you 
will consider the matter concerning my brother ; 
for it appears from the state that he is in, that he 
is possessed with an evil spirit. And as there is a 
lovefeast at Northlew next Sunday, we desire you 
will collect a few friends to come with you, 
who have faith and power with God, for we kno<v 
that our Lord Jesus Christ hath the same power as 
ever He had to cast out devils, and to save souls ; 
for we believe that by prayer and faith all things 
are possible. But if you cannot conveniently send 
to get some friends on that day, I desire you will 
as soon as possible, to pray by him. So no more 
at present from your unworthy sister in Christ, 

"Sabah Glass." 

In a " notice," September 30th, 1820, a woman 
was excluded from the society in the Eingsash 
Circuit "for getting in a pa3sion, and not accquaint- 
ing the society with it; " and a young woman 
"for not being in subjection to her mistress.'^ 
Strict disciplinarians. Six men, whose names are 
given as a caution, advertise themselves for dis- 
turbing the meeting at Atheriiigton ,: it was 
inserted in the West Briton, Trewman's, ^.nd 
Woolmer's newspapers. 

Miss Mary Mason writes from West Down, 
under date July 18th, 1820, a long letter, of which 
this is an extract, 
f " Sister Loverin told me a meeting was 
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:appointed at Ilfracombe. I set out immediately. 
Mr. Eichards and Sister Bray came there to meet 
me ; so I went to Lea that night. Since that I 
have met with kind friends, and have had good 
meetings. Bless the Lord, He hath been with ns 
in deed and in truth. Last Sunday we had very 
good meetings ; many tears were shed at Woolin- 
•cott in the afternoon. In the evening at Lea, we 
had a very good meeting. Bless the Lord for 
•ever ! I believe it will be a time to be had in 
-everlasting remembrance by most that were there. 
We had a good time in the public meeting ; but 
the class-meeting crowned the day. There were 
three young men crying aloud for mercy. I believe 
there is no need to doubt the work is done. I 
have a hope there will be a good work at Lea, if 
we are faithful. Oh, let us all unite in prayer, 
and cry mightily unto God for a revival ! I have 
published a meeting for you at Ilfracombe ; you 
had better go on to Coombmartin." 




CHAPTER V. 

" All thy works shall praise thee, Lord ; and thy saints- 
shall bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy 
kingdom, and talk of thy power." 

TTAVING presented the reader with selections- 
from correspondence, in the former chapter^ 
we do not propose to give more than two or three 
letters more. Our object is not to weary with 
details. The intelligent reader will be left to 
fill up the outlines, at present, whatever may yet 
be published. Whether other letters of this 
period, which have never yet been published, 
will be sent to the press, is a matter for considera. 
tion. 

Samuel Thome was appointed to the Michael- 
stow Circuit at the Conference of 1821. Ann^ 
Vickery (afterwards Mrs. Paul Kobins) was his 
colleague. The circuit now is an extensive one, 
between where Eoughtor and Brownwillie rear 
their heads to the solemn sky, and where the 
Atlantic wave breaks upon the northern rock- 
bound coast. Then it also included Bodmin and 
Wadebridge. The St. Breward granite quarries, 
and the Delabole slate quarries are found within 
its precincts, and the people are a fine race of 
Britons. Prejudice was raised against him from 
two causes. One was that he was an orderly, pimc- 
tual man, having read that " Order is heaven's 
first law," and from a higher authority, " Let all 
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things be done decently and in order," he wa» 
" come to atop the shouting.*' The other ground 
of prejudice was that he had "a gresit box of 
books.'* That was a pretty thing ! A man who 
preached *' Grammar" and the "Dictionary!*' 
Since then some have not supported the educa- 
tional fund, on the ground " the preachers were 
too learned already ; and to think of sending the* 
young ministers to the institution ! Why, they 
would not be able to understand them at all 
then." But they have found that light only 
makes the truth appear more clearly. That the 
beautiful and blessed gospel is only made more 
plain and attractive by those who cultivate their 
minds, " give attendance to reading," and *' study 
to show themselves approved unto God, workmen 
who need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth." However he was kindly re- 
ceived, was much respected, and his ministry 
was made a blessing. Among the local preach- 
ers in this circuit were Edward Hocken, wha 
travelled some years, took a deep interest in 
the establishment of tha book-concern and- 
the worn-out preachers' fund; Moses Pearn- 
who also travelled some years; Abraham 
Bastard, a noted wrestler, converted imder a 
sermon from Betsy Eeed, and who would ** give a 
man his dinner to fight or wrestle with him." He 
was a very strong powerful man. When some 
^en wanted to catch a colt he saw they could not 
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•well succeed, so he said to the men, " bring it 
out through this gap in the hedge." He waited, 
seizing the colt by the mane, and putting his leg 
'between the forelegs of the colt, threw it down. 
^* That's the way to catch a colt," he said. A man 
not at all a match for him, and who would have 
'been very meek before Abraham was converted, 
followed him one day to his plan, challenging 
him to fight. After awhile Abraham put his 
powerful muscular hand upon his shoulder, and 
•jsaid, *'My dear little fellow, do go back," and 
the cowardly man was then willing to return, his 
arm and shoulder hanging down. When William 
Eeed was preaching near Delabole slate quarries, 
^ mob of the " baser sort" came into the field in 
the midst of the service to disturb. Abraham 
stepped out as they approached, and said, " Here 
I be," and in an instant they stopped, as though a 
chain had been let down before them. A few 
years aojo he passed on to the ** better country" 
Lmphantl/ 

Successful camp meetings were held in those 
4ays, and were numerously attended. At the 
^Conference held at Launceston,. in 1820, James 
Thome records- — 

" July 20th. We went to a meeting on Tres- 
jneer Common. We began at ten o'clock. 
Patience Bickle gave an exhortation, after which 
Br. Major preached, and then, being twelve 
o'clock, we took some refreshment on the Com. 
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xnon. After dinner Brs. Freeman, Eeed, Wame,. 
Mason, my brother Samuel, and myself, with W. 
O'Bryan, spoke. We closed the business of Con- 
ference on the 24th, and celebrated the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper in the afternoon."* 

" Aug. 7th, 1821. Our Conference began at 
Ebenezer Chapel, Shebbear. We had preaching 
in the mornings at five and on Thursday evening. 
We had harmony and peace. It ended on Satur- 
day 11th. Next day we had a camp meeting on 
Lake Moor. Sister Margaret Adams, Brs. W. 
Metherall and W. Eeed spoke in the morning, 
and Br. Samuel, myself, and Betsy Nancekievell, 
C. Reed, and Br. O'Bryan, in the afternoon. It 
was thought about 2,000 attended. f 

*• Aug. 23rd, 1821. Spoke at Wadebridge to 
an attentive company, and rode to Sowdens with 
Br. Edward Hocken and my brother Samuel. I 
find people here in Michaelstow Circuit greatly 
prejudiced against my brother Samuel, because 
they feared he is come to stop the noise. However, 
I learned it is greatly lessened already.'* J This 
year he also paid a visit to his brother James and 
the Kent Mission. 

At the Conference of 1822 the stations show the 
appointment, Pljrmouth Dock (now Devon port), 
James Thome, Samuel Thome. The places on^ 

♦ Life of James Thome, page 146. 
t Life of James Thome, page 166. 
X Life of James Thome, page 168« 
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the plan were Dock, Stonehouse, Kingsand, JMill- 
brook, Torpoint, and Antony. 

Let us now quote from his journal : — "1823, 
May 25th. Through a chequered scene of Pro- 
vidence and in the multitude of God's mercies I 
am brought thus far on my journey through time. 
At most one third of my time I think must be 
gone, and perhaps more than one half, nay, the 
wheel (I had almost said the weary wheel) of life 
may be about to stand still. Even so, Lord Jesus, 
if it be Thy good pleasure. In this lapsed state 
of things I cannot see anything beneath the sun 
worth living for save to know and experience 
more of Thee. Oh, wouldest thou, Lord, on this 
day, more abimdantly come into Thy temple ! 

" Last Sabbath morning, while reading some 
^short sketches of the thought of the ancient 
Methodists on holiness, or union with God, I felt 
my soul abundantly humbled and drawn out after 
•God. My cry was, Lord, join me to Thy pray- 
ing race ! I had nothing particular that day till 
ihe evening, at Stonehouse, where I then felt my 
«oul drawn out much after souls, and I had a good 
time in speaking. 

" Last Friday, friend O'Bryan returned from 
London and brought with him Jabez Mountcastle,* 
B. lad about ten years of age. By him I had a 
letter from Mary O'Bryan, in which she desired 



* An apprentice to the Printing business. 
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me to think no more about her as a partner for 
life; telling me it would give her the greatest 
real pleasure of any thing to hear and know that 
I was corresponding with some one else, to form 
a connection in life. Also telling me that if it 
should be the will of God to call her to labour in 
His vineyard that she would never quit the field. 
I forthwith gave her an answer that I will, I do, 
I have given her up ! But my feelings on this 
subject I shall not pretend to explain. It must 
be left to a future state ; only I am happy in God 
my Saviour. 

" I would not hinder Mary from labouring 
constantly in the Lord's vineyard if I could — not 
for all the world. Here I mark a period which 
has given me much sorrow and much joy ; which 
has, to the best of my knowledge, done me no 
harm, but I am sensible has done me rmbch good. 
And notwithstanding our having entirely given 
up each other, I am glad we ever formed a mutual 
connection. And although I despair of meeting 
with her fellow in every respect, yet I trust in 
the Lord that He will give me an help-meet 

While I was writing to Mary, and writing freely, 
I felt the sanctifying witness of the Spirit go 
through my soul. I was happy, happy in my 
God ; and I have since felt my soul .more abun- 
dantly taken up with Him. I cast myself at His 
footstool — here I lie on Him. I depend on Him 
for direction in this and other matters. I love 
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God; but I want to love Him more. Lord^ 
help me to love Thee, and to do Thy will, and to 
glorify Thy holy name, and to finish the work 
Thou gavest me to do ! Ameu." 

" Monday, May 26th. Yesterday was a good 
day to my soul ; I found great liberty in speaking 
both at Kingsand and Millbrook. I felt much of 
the presence of God, and still do. I can venture 
more on Jesus than I could before. This morning, 
after prayer and much thought, I wrote a few 

lines to E. G e. Oh, may the Lord direct 

us both ! " 

At the Conference, 1823, James Thome and 
Samuel Thome were re-appointed to the Pljrmouth- 
Dock Circuit. The Connexion was divided into 
districts, and superintendents appointed over them. 
Samuel Thorny . was appointed the first Book.. 
{Steward. He was also appointed a member of the 
Missionary Conunittfee. His home was No. 6, 
Mill Pleasant. 

James Thome's journals contains the following 
statements: — "In July I paid a short visit ta 
Shebbear, in company with my brother Samuel, 
that we might see our friends on our private 
aflFairs. The quarterly meeting was held at Lake, 
and on Sunday we had a meeting in one of Mr. 
Beed's fields. It began at two and ended about 
seven. It was a glorious season. 

*• The Conference began on July 23rd. On the 
Sunday evening I spoke on the Coal Quay, at 
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Plymouth. Brother William Eeed,brother Samuel, 
and Mary Toms spoke after me. It was a glorious 
season; many hundreds attended. Matters of 
importance were transacted during this Con- 
ference. The rules of the Preachers' Fund were 
agreed upon ; and it was also decided to enroll the 
Connexion for the security of the chapels, &c.* 

Under date of this year, Samuel Thome's 
Journal proceeds : — 

" Sept. 28th. I have not written anything in 
my journal since May last. Not because I have 
had nothing to write, or because I have had no 
inclination, but chiefly from the want of time. 

* Oh, what have I suflfered through my hasty 
and blind proceedings, in corresponding with 
£. C. ? and after all again constrained to strive to 
get into my old port. I am satisfied, if ever I am 
happy in a married state, it must be to the one 
who advised me to begin a correspondence with 
some one else. Only I would register to the glory 
of the grace of God, that through His kind and 
merciful interposition, I have been not only pre- 
served from — ^but blessed me with one to whom I 
can confide the tenderest secrets of my heart ; and 
who is what I took her to be from the beginning — 
a sound, honest-hearted Christian. Praise God for 
this. Since I wrote last I have received many 
favours from heaven, and have been blest abun- 
dantly. Jjast Thursday week, however,, hath 

* life of James Thome, p. 186. 
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crowned the whole. For some days prior to this, 

I had found a difficulty in approaching or getting 

access to the throne of grace. As I went that 

evening to my class-meeting, reflecting on my 

barrenness, the goodness of God, &c., I determined 

to be more in earnest ; I felt somewhat encouraged. 

While bowing before God, silently offering to 

Him my weak petitions, I felt much strengthened, 

and in praying before class-meeting my soul was 

baptised with the Holy Ghost and fire. It was a 

glorious time. 

" Through the persuasions of Conference I had 

felt before resigned to go out to travel ; but now 
I felt quite willing. My soul was in that pretty 
humble frame, breaking out in ardent strong 
desires, the perfect bliss to prove. Oh, may God 
always keep me in that frame ! I have had some 
good times since. And this morning, at Dock, I 
had a good time in speaking from Ezek. xxxvii. 
2-10. I am now going to Stonehouse. May Thy 
presence go with me, Lord ! 

" Nov. 20 th, This evening I have been to class- 
meeting, and a good time we have had. Praise 
God. For some time passed I have not written 
any thing in my journal, not because I have had 
nothing to write, either of trials, or the goodness 
of God, especially the latter, for I have had many. 
Oh, what a need is there for cleaving to Jesus ! 
Some are falling from their guardian rock through 
pride, and others, seeing iniquity abound, their 
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love begins to wax cold. Lord, keep me the 
few who meet with Thy dust and all Thy people ! 
And may we be more zealous of good works! 
Amen." 

" Dec. 29th. Last Saturday week I left Mill 
Pleasant for Lake, and arrived there about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and found things comfort- 
able. I was somewhat fatigued ; but in the even- 
ing I and brother John went to Forkedstable and 
found mother and sister Mary well. Praise God. 
We prayed together, and then I reti'rnedtoLake. 
The next morning being Sunday, we had a prayer 
meeting, and had access to a throne of grace. 
Through the day the Lord was with us, and my 
soul was refreshed. 

** Monday I went to Holwell, and found the 
•family tolerably well, except Mr. Reed, who had 
hurt his leg much. Mr. R. I hope is learning of 
Christ the blessed lesson of patience. 

** The next evening friend Burt and I went to 
MoortoWn, and met the class. I had a real good 
time. The rest seemed much blessed. I returned 
to Lake. 

" Christmas-day we had a good time, both at 
Lake in the morning and at Beaford in the even- 
ing, and in the sacrament after. In preaching I 
felt my soul much drawn out to God after poor 
-sinners and also for believers. Br. John and I 
returned to Lake." 

Samuel Thorne had preached at the opening of 
h2 
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Bradford chapel, January 19th, 1822. The fol- 
lowing account is found in the Life of William 
Eeed: — *' This has been another blessed day to- 
my soul. I have sensibly felt that ' He that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him.' We opened our chapel at Bradford, Mr. 
William O'Bryan preached in the morning, Mr. 
Samuel Thome in the Afternoon, and Mary 
O'Bryan and Mary Pett exhorted in the evening, 
and C. C. and I related our Christian experience 
after. It was a blessed day ; many sinners have 
been cut to the heart ; and for a long time we 
prayed for, some who were deeply wounded. I 
have been abundantly happy; peace and joy have- 
truly filled my soul. On our return to Mr.. 
Damerel's to sleep we had a blessed season. I was 
drawn out in prayer ; the Lord was among us of a 
truth, and we had a glorious shout for joy." * 

S. T.'s journal continues : — 

" 1824, Feb, * God be merciful to me a sinner ! ' 
How have I neglected writing in these pages I 
How many things should I have registered of 
God's goodness towards me in ten thousand shapes, 
which are now many of them forgotten ! Nor can 
I neglect this without bringing a sort of condem- 
nation and suflfering on my soul. I have resolved 
many times to write once a week, at least, but 
one week passes away after another, and the pages 
of my journal remain as clean and white as ever. 

* Memoir of William Reed, page 33. 
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T. have many things to which I must, and ought to 
attend. But surely I might be wiser in the appli- 
cation of my time. 

" But how much time is spent every week to no 
good purpose, which I might buy up for this em- 
ployment. Some minutes every day I might 
.redeem. And oh, how much more happy should 
I be, were I to write more, and reflect more on 
my experience ! It is, however, a mercy that I 
am still spared a monument of the long-suffering 
of God and of His grace. But oh, how much 
more might the grace of God be manifested in me, 
than it is, were I to improve the privileges he put 
.into mv hands. 

** Sometimes I have such a sense of my vileness 
and un worthiness, that I am led to question my 
being a child of Grod. However, by coming to 
points, and calling on God, I find I am His. I 
know I love Him, though I am ashamed I do not 
love Him more. There is no creature that I know 
by, that shares any part of those affections which 
should be placed on God. If there be, it is Mary 
O'Bryan ; but I am satisfied in my mind that I 
am resigned to give her up for Christ's sake ; and 
for Him to do as He will by her. And further, I 
am certain I love God for such an helpmeet, of 
whom I am unworthy. As to my passions, they 
are, I trust, under obedience to Christ. My mind 
is fixed on God's side ; but how little I improve 
it to the best advantage. , How little I know, how 
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little I study the things of God. How apt my 
mind is to run on little 91 mean objects. In my 
present circumstances, how does Satan' endeavour 
to work on my soul and mind — that nobler part, 
so that this and that is a temptation — a trial, 
which would, to people in a different station be 
no temptation — ^no trial. How. weak I am, in 
every sense. But, bless Grod, there are heights 
and depths, and lengths of grace before me, which 
I view, nay, take for my own, and am resolved, by 
the help of my precious Redeemer, never to stop 
on this side Jordan. Yea, I have, I do feel that 
which I would not part with for the world, in any 
sense. I am now this moment happy in God my 
Saviour. The sacred fire bums this moment. I 
love God this moment. Sin has not dominion this 
moment; but Christ reigns. Lord, my soul is 
thine, reign in it, for ever ! is the most earnest 
prayer of thy poor creature. Praise God, and the 
Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen." 

" This jour j'ai recu une lettre du Mary pre- 
cious esprit ; je suis glad to hear de elle, et elle 
lettres sent toujour usefut au moi. Elle repre- 
hensions sont une precious, et elle counsel, et eller 
instructions sont toujour bon au moi." 

** Tuesday, 17th. Praise God for His goodness.. 
Last evening I went to rest more resigned to- 
heaven than I had before for some time. This; 
morning I had a good time in private prayer. My 
~" T was taken up with Him. Oh, may I bo' 
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filled with His fulness ! I felt much in family- 
prayer ; I felt God my centre of happiness. This 
day I have felt very solemn, and my heart a little 
tuned to praise God ; but not so much as I want 
to feel it. But I am encouraged to believe we 
shall see greater things than these. I am inclined 
to study language a little, and I am satisfied it is 
right. However, were I to know it to be wrong I 
would drop it at once. I am concerned about the 
work among us. Lord, make and keep the 
preachers faithful, and stir up all to pray. 

" It is a great thing attained when we eye God 
in all we do, say, or think of ; but not more than 
is the privilege of all, and me in particular. But 
do t in all things great and small ? I am afraid 
not, though I trust I generally act in the fear of 
God. Yet I do not eye Him in all things ; I am 
sure I do not. No ; when I speak in a loose un- 
guarded manner, I have not a proper sense of 
God's majesty, holmess, and presence on me. 
Lord, help me 1 Thou knowest I wish to be all 
like thee. Purify my aflfections and enlighten 
my mind. But how have I spent this day since the 
morning ? In the book-room and printing-ofiice, 
except at intervals for meals and secret devotions. 
Praise God for giving me a praying spirit, and for 
humbling me, and sinking me at His feet. 

" I am quite resigned, praise God, to heaven's 
will, this day. May I ever remain so. Do thou 
with me and by me as thou pleasest.*' 
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** Wednesday, February 18th. Last evening, in 
family prayer, I felt well. And so this morning, 
both in family prayer and private prayer. Praise 
the Lord. 

*' This day mother O'Byran came up and re- 
quested me that I would run in to Mr. Murch's, 
for that they were killing his wife. I put on my 
hat and ran in, and found that the children of one 
of the tenants had fallen on their own mother, 
and were determined to do her mischief ; but on 
being told a man was sent for they ran away. So 
it was' over before I got iii. What a pity but 
parents would teach their children the fear of the 
Lord ; then they would not have this trouble. 

" This day I have in a good sense had my mind 
stayed on God. Praise His holy name. But, O 
for more life, power, zeal, and complete • confor- 
mity to the will of heaven. This evening, I have 
had some profitable conversation with T. O'Bryan. 
If she and I can get more free in conversing of 
the things of God, when we are at work, we shall 
get on well. Lord help. Amen." 

"Thursday, February 19th. Praise God for 
His continued goodness. I am still a monument of 
mercy. I hope I am still endeavouring to eye 
God in all I do, and say and think. But oh, alas ! 
how much more so may I be, than what I am. 
This evening, I and Harry Major have been to 
class-meeting. Harry Major met the class. We 
had a good time. I seldom ever have a dry or 
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T^arren time in class. The Lord generally mani- 
fests Himself to me at this precious means of 
grace. Thomas Abbott is come down here, it 
seems to talk with the family, (Mr. 0!Bryan's) 
about their pride. Well, if he be sincere, (which 
I question) I shall love him the better for it. 
But can he be acting in the fear of God in saying 
he would not buy their hymn-books, to support 
them in their pride, and insinuating many disre- 
spectful things ? Lord help me to deal faith, 
fully, and clear my soul of him before he goes." 

"Monday, February 23rd. For three days I 
have not written through being much engaged. 
Last Saturday morning I had some talk with poor 
T. Abbott. He seemed much confounded. Ac- 
knowledged he could see no pride about any of us. 
I told him — or rather reminded him — of the sacri- 
'fice friend O'Bryan had made ; the privations he 
still underwent ; and the many things the family 
had to put up with for the Gospel's sake, and poor 
sinners ; and that, therefore, they ought to be re- 
spected. That friend O'B. had so many trying 
things to pass through, and was so taken up for the 
spiritual welfare of the church, that some weeks 
he scarcely took a regular meal of meat. That 
those who were alive to God should help hold up 
his hands by their prayers, as I had expected T. A. 
would have been exercised in this way, but that 
when I heard he had given way to evil surmisings, 
and so far been doing the devil's work, I felt my 
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mind much pained. Poor T. A. I believe was 
quite ashamed, and greatly mortified to be classed 
with the workers of iniquity. But poor T. A. 
went away, I hope, better satisfied than when he 
came. 

" I am afraid that many, or rather some of the 
friends, have given way to a murmuring spirit. 

Lord, make us more thankful. I praise God 

1 am still resigned to His will, who hath called me 
to glory and virtue. By Christ Jesus I am still 
happy. 

"Glory to God for His goodness. It is now 
evening ; I am now about to repair to rest. But 
what progress have I made this day in the way to- 
bliss? I had a good time this morning in my 
family and private devotions ; and this day I have 
been in some measure stayed on the Lord. Oh, 
may he keep me faithful till the end ! " 

"Thursday, March 11th. Since I wrote last I 
have been afflicted. Praise God, I am now much 
better. In my affliction I had no fears of death. 
In fact, I did not apprehend it near. It seems as 
though I canfiot fancy myself near my latter end,, 
though I see a need of holding myself in readi. 
ness. I felt my faith was in Christ, to good 
purpose, though I was much ashamed of my un- 
faithfulness. At present I feel an increase of 
confidence in God, that he will do all the good 
pleasure of His will in me and by me. This 
evening I have been to class meeting, and a 
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precious one I found it. My soul had access to a 
throne of grace, I had liberty, and so had most of 
the class who were present. Oh, Lord revive Thy 
work in each of our hearts, and may we be more 
in earnest and more alive for our precious Ad* 
vocate's sake. Amen." 

" Friday, March 12th. Since last night I have 
felt my mind much drawn out after God, a sweet 
serene peace, a strong confidence and enlargement 
of soul, and a hope full. Oh, glorious hope! the 
anchor of my soul is cast within the vail. . And I 
do feel an increase of spiritual power. This is 
what I hunger for, a greater power to conquer 
every foe, and to devote myself to Him who hath^ 
called me with such a high and holy calling. How 
unworthy of God's notice ! Yet, how am I ladeu 
with favours. Sometimes I have a fear if I am right 
in encouraging such a thirst as I have after know- 
ledge. But I am satisfied it is the will of God I 
should. But I know the more I eye Him the 
better I shall get on, and the better use I shall 
make of it. Lord, make me as wise as Thou, 
seest I shall want to be in order to fill up that 
place in life, and Thy church, which Thou mayest 
call me to fill. Above all give me holiness, and 
write law Thy deep within, and make me be what 
Thou wouldest have me to be. How much wisdom 
one wants to husband time well.'* 

" Tuesday, March 16th. Last Tuesday I had 
a draught brought me very unexpectedly, by Mr; 
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Bennett, which I had accepted, payable at Sir 
John Lubbock's & Co., and which a friend in 
London had promised to meet, but by some means 
he had not done it ; and so it was returned to Mr. 
Bennett, who drew it in disgrace. I was some- 
what surprised when he gave it me, and was at a 
loss how I should pay it, as it was more than £27, 
xmd I had but £14, and Mr. and Mrs. O'Bryan 
could not raise £6 ; but friend O'Bryan ran into 
Devonport to borrow some money of a friend and 
failed in his attempt, and returning without any 
fell in with friend March, who got a friend to 
lend us all the money we wanted. Praise God, 
he has ever helped us since the printing began. 
I have many times been driven to the last few 
moments, when I have had large bills to pay, 
&c., not having any money ; but I have always 
had it by the time, or a means has been contrived 
by which I have always got through without either 
losing our credit or anything worse. 

" Last Simday was a good day to my soul. In 
speaking in Devonport chapel in the morning 
from * According to your faith, be it unto you.' 
I felt unusual liberty, and my faith greatly in- 
creased, and my soul blessed. In the evening at 
Torpoint I felt much of Heaven in speaking from 
* Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kindom of Heaven.' I was led to dwell much on 
poverty of spirit, and in doing it was much 
quickened. After preaching, I told them a little 
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of the revival that had taken place in some parts 
of the Connexion, especially at Kingsand, and 
requested them all to pray for a revival at Tor- 
point. And I hope both saints and sinners were 
persuaded to begin. 

** One man came to me after the meeting was 
concluded, who looked somewhat more respectable 
than the rest, and said ' How could you know all 
my heart?' On my intimating that I knew it 
not, but that God did, he said * You have told me 
all about it ; I have a very wicked heart, I assure 
you.' He went away, I hope, resolved to be a 
Christian. 

" Monday morning friend O'Bryan related the 
revival they had in Stonehouse Lovefeast, the 
evening before. Two or three were converted 
and made very happy. Praise God, he is going 
on to do a good work. I think there is the sound- 
of abundance of rain. 

" I have felt, praise God, happy in my soul^ 
and a confidence and a nearness to Him I would 
not lose for all the world. I have just been per- 
suading T. O'B. to write her experience, pray in 
the class meeting, and to be more active and bold 
in the good work. Lord, help her, for thy name's 
sake." 

" Friday, March 19th. Praise God for His con- 
tinued goodness, and that I am still a monument 
of His grace. 

'• Yesterday I received a letter from ma chere 
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aime. I believe our correspondence is right. I 
am much strengthened by her letters, and seldom 
read without having my love to God increased. 
The night before I received an angry letter from 
Ann Cory on the very subject. But my confidence 
was not shaken, and how wa3 it confirmed yester- 
day, when I received a letter from Mary. Our 
correspondence, I trust, is and will be infinite 
good to each of us ; such a correspondent is an 
-uncommon help to me. I cannot thank God 
enough for the gift, or prize it too highly in the 
Lord. And only as a gift from, and yet still the 
property of, God, still would I act toward her. I 
have given the matter into God*s hands, and 
mean never to taEe it out of His hands. Lord, 
keep us teachable, and make us what Thou 
wouldest have us to be, and use us as Thou 
pleasest. 

" Last night father 0*Bryan renewed our tickets. 
I felt happy ; I am still so ; and had a precious 
season this morning.** 

" April 2nd. Praise God for His continued 
goodness. I have had many things which I wished 
to notice that have happened since I wrote last, 
which I suppose, must now be omitted for want of 
time. 

" Last Thursday week, T. O'B and I were at 
class-meeting together, and a preciout time we 
had. She for the first time prayed in public. I 
)iope she is still getting on in the good way. I 
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am still a poor unworthy creature, not worthy of 
the least of His mercies, yet He loads me with His 
favours. I find Him very precious in the trying 
hour. But I long for a closer conimunion and a 
greater power. 

" I am just about, if all be well, to begin house- 
keeping. May it be to the glory of God ! I trust 
I have no other end in view. Lord, bless me, and 
lead me through life in the way Thou wouldest 
have me to go, for Thy name's sake ? '* 

" Tuesday, April 20th. I have had many pre- 
<5ious seasons since I wrote last. What need there 
is of keeping the heart with all diligence, and of 
looking constantly to God, Christ, and eternal 
things. I am much engaged, and find but little 
time for reading, &c., as I wish to have.*' 

" August 4th. This day my dear M. left for 
the Isle of Wight. But I am apprehensive she 
will have an unpleasant passage through the night. 
I should feel more concerned were it not she is in * 
the hands of a kind parent. But my comfortable 
room would be no temptation, could I be with her 
this night." 

The cause of the anxiety was a fearful storm 
arising just as the steamer left the port of 
Plymouth, in which Mary O'Bryan had sailed, on 
her way to her new circuit, the Isle of Wight, 
where she was appointed with the late William 
Bailey and Mary Billing. But He who holds the 
winds in His hands had safely preserved her. 
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in order to do His will. Lord, make me more 
spiritual and heavenly minded, for Thy name's 
sake! 

" October 4th. Praise God for His continueil 

mercies. Yesterday I was at Millbrook to speak 

in the morning, and at Kingsand in the afternoon 

and evening. I was tolerably comfortable in the 

morning, and in the afternoon we had a refreshing 

season in speaking from * We have not received 

the Spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of 

God, that we may know the things which are 

freely given us of God.' But in the evening, 

speaking from * Let us therefore come boldly to a 

throne of grace, &c.,' I felt a strong confidence in 

God, but little animation or raptures, yet still I 

was confident in God, that we should have a 

glorious time, and in the class meeting we had. 

It was like heaven let down. Praise God, a little 

fighting, a few more trials, and the pilgrim's 

journey ends. Nor would I be without those trials 

and fightings either ; both are good, and tend to 

bring me comformable to His blessed will. I do 

fefel that while I do Thy blessed will, I bear my 

heaven about me still." 

" Sunday, October 10th. I have had some 
exercises of miud, but out of them the Lord brings 
me. We have been somewhat embarrassed, but 
the Lord hath provided, though after He had 
tried us. I felt constrained to praise Him on my 
knees. 
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" Last Wednesday, while speaking in Devonport 
chapel, I felt my soul much blessed and animated. 
I am still resolved, by His grace, to be His for 



ever." 



"Sunday, December 19th. Through the re- 
quest of the Conference, I am, it seems, to make 
a further trial of travelling. Though my mind 
has of late been more satisfied than heretofore 
that it is not my place." 

" January 30th, 1825. This day I have been 
to Kingsand, and a blessed time I had in the 
morning, in speaking from ' Who are kept by the 
power of God, &c.' I felt much humbled down 
before God, and my confidence brightened. I 
thought I could cheerfully sufier on, or bear trials, 
disappointments, &c., to do the will of God, and 
in hope of a crown, a kingdom which is incor. 
ruptable, undefiled, and that fadeth not away; 
The people also seemed much blessed, and the fire 
seemed to go from heart to heart. But there was 
no dancing ; all was calm, and joy, and peace. 
And I trust that after our Christian career is 
finished here, that we shall join the innumerable 
company who have come out of much tribulation, 
and have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 

" For some time past I have had trying things 
to pass through, and find them still very trying. 
It is hard to contend with a friend. But it is 
harder to break oflF from a person to whom one is 
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closely united, and that by the most endearing 
ties. May the Lord help me to glorify Him here, 
ihat I may reign with Him heareafter. Sometimes 
of late I have been led to tremble for fear of what 
may come on us as a people. Once we flowed 
together like liquid, and were as a three-fold cord. 
Now there is a strangeness from head to foot, 
and till some means are adopted to remedy certain 
evils, I despair of seeing it better. Oh, may the 
Lord take the matter into His own hand. 

" I trust I have, through faith, more power over 
sin than heretofore. Oh, may God continue to 
strengthen and help me to venture forth on His 
almighty power ! " 

His tremblings on behalf of the connexion were 
not without foundation. Causes of discontent 
were appearing. As we are so far from the times, 
and the leading actors are nearly all gone where 
Paul will not withstand Peter to his face, and 
where Luther and Erasmus, and Wesley and 
Whitefield will see eye to eye, we may now look 
calmly at the matter. 

"Monday, May 23rd, 1825. Praise God for 
His great and manifold mercies. This day, my 
dear M. left here for Portsmouth. Mrs. O'B, T. 
O'B.' and S. O'B., S. L., J. M., and my sister and 
I, accompanied her to the steam-packet, and after 
getting her into the cabin, and staying with her a 
few minutes, we went ashore to convey two passen- 
.gers thither. M. viewed us from the deck, for some 
l2 
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time, then went down under, and, oh ! I have not 
seen her since, though I have tried. In order to get 
a few oranges, we crossed over to Devil's Points 
I ran hither and hither, and at last got some. By 
this time the packet was weighing anchor, and by 
the time we got into the boat, they were making 
out to the mouth of the harbour. But a gentle- 
man coming on board caused her to stop, so I 
got forth and gave the oranges to a person on 
board, with a request that he would give them to 
M., but she did not come on deck, and, although 
we followed them some considerable way, pretty 
closely, yet we saw her no more ! But though we 
could not get sight of her, we continued to follow 
the packet till we reached the Breakwater, but 
by the time we got there, the packet was near 
the Eddystone. I had a few glances more of the 
packet, and then the last ! My attention was 
turned to the shattered Breakwater, which aflfor. 
ded room for serious reflection on the power of 
the Almighty. Three years ago I saw the Break, 
water, then a testimony of the skill, contrivance, 
and ingenidty of man, but now a monument of 
the power of that God whom the wind and the 
sea obey. The Breakwater was about sixty feet 
wide, laid with stones of many tons weight, but 
a great part was, in October last, by the violence 
of the sea, greatly injured. These very large 
stones were washed from the surface on the south 
fiide of the Breakwater to the north side, like as 



117 

if it had been a roll of straw, blown by the wind, 
to the great astonishment of every contempla- 
tive spectator. From this grand scene of deso- 
lation we returned to Stonehouse Pool, ^.nd on 
our way went on board the lightship, and saw the 
two spacious hexangular lanthorns. -There was 
not much roll of sea, but enough to keep the 
vessel in a constant movement, which made most 
of us sea-sick. When we came in the Pool, ma 
chere M. was brought to my mind as being 
wanting. A pleasing melancholy seized me ; ma 
pauvre coeur felt it, and continued to feel it in 
some degree. The first thing when I came home 
was to commend my chere M. and ma meme au 
Dieu, in which praise God I felt a sweetness. Oh, 
to be more like my blessed Saviour ? I trust He 
will guide me by His grace, and afterwards take 
me to glory. My mind is at times impressed as 
though I shall soon be acting in a different 
sphere, and my mind is occupied about various 
things. But praise God that I can give it into 
his hands. O Lord, cause Thy face to shine upon 
us, and make us glad with the tokens of Thy love, 
for Christ's sake ? Amen.*' 

" Tuesday, May 24th. Not long after this, 
Jonathan Chappie came to have my advice 
whether he should commence being a member of 
the Mechanics' Institute. I gave him leave." 

." Thursday, May 26th. Met my class. After 
:'speaking to the members individually, I urg' 
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the proposition that we could do more for the un- 
saved, of whom there were thousands in this town. 

" It struck me while there, that as many of our 
people were so very much opposed to many things 
which often, yea, generally, attend a revival, that 
if one were to select some accounts given by 
Wesley and others, of the revivals they have wit. 
nessed, and read them publicly once now and 
then, and make a few observations after, with an 
exhortation, that it might be the means of good, 
perhaps of reviving the good work among us. 
And I thought I would gladly visit the circuit 
week evenings in this way now and then. 

" This morning waked by three o'clock. Lay 
half an hour, and then rose. I felt pretty good 
Uberty in praying." 

" Sunday, May 29th. Eose in the morning at 
half-past three. A good time in private prayer ; 
also at the public prayer meeting. I had great 
liberty in speaking in Devenport in the morning, 
and felt a sweet intercourse with heaven. Some 
encouragment of a revival. Spoke at Anthony in 
the evening. Very hard work to get -the life andi 
power. The children, one thing and the other, 
managed so as to have but few and short intervals 
of peace. And what was worse, the people seemed 
so stupid as asses. I was led to cry in my prayer, 
* Lord can these dry bones live ? ' They are 
very dry. Can these dry bones be brought to 
life? My faith increased in His promise, and, my 
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soul was refreshed. But the people seemed still 
very dry. 

" This, on the whole, has been a good day. 
But oh, how weak my faith! How dull, and 
stupid, and slothful I am. Lord hold me, for Thy 
mercies sake?" 

" Monday, May 30th. This morning I had a 
gracious intercourse with heaven. I could give 
myself up to Christ, and felt the witness of sanc- 
tification brightened and strengthened. I had 
some sweet communion with the Lord. 

" In the forenoon friend 0*Bryan, Mrs. O'B., 
the children, Mr. and Mrs. Gates and I took boat 
at Newpassage, with the intention of going on 
board the St. Vincent, but were told we could not 
under an hour. We then went to the Britannia, 
but could not get admittance. We tried another 
with like success. After being repulsed thus, we 
made the best of our way to the Admiral's Steps. 
It was a refreshing cruise, after which we went 
and viewed the battery on Mount Wise, from 
whence we returned home. What a number of 
people were walking here." 

'* Tuesday, May 31st. This morning got up by 
twenty minutes before four o'clock. A good time 
in prayer, and then walk out to refresh myself 
with the morning air. Had some useful medita- 
tion, but my mind did not pursue it with that 
steadiness and ardour which I long to feel. 

** After I returned, I read of some remarkable 
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answers to prayer, which many pious men have had 
in different ages, and who are of different persuasions. 
My heart was drawn out in prayer, and my faith 
was greatly increased, my soul blessed. I had 
blessed victory through Christ. Unbelief, doubts, 
and fears, relative to the work of God were forced 
to fly. . . I feel it sweet to love, good to pray, 
and powerful to believe. How good is God. I 
am happy, for he smiles on me. He smiles on me 
in prayer, in my studies, and in my employment. 
I feel a delight in prayer which I have not felt in 
my life. I am so delighted with it, that it is only 
for want of time that I do not spend hours together 
on my knees. I felt blessed in family prayer, and 
in speaking after to the lads. May God convert 
them." 

" Wednesday, June 1st. This day I have read 
portions in the Bible, Bramwell's Life, 2nd part, 
Knox's Moral Essays, Locke's Essay on the Under- 
standiug, and Gillie's Historical Collections. 

" In the afternoon friend O'Bryan told me that 
friend Hearle had engaged to take Mr. Hamilton's 
school, that Mr. H. was willing to come here, and 
that he, W. O'B., thought it right for Mr. H. to 
come here. I find, bless God, I can give this, too, 
into his hands, though sometimes it almost tries 
me. But Jesus is the Conqueror's name ! In the 
evening we had a monthly meeting;" 

" Friday, June 3rd. I have felt it good to fast 
and pTBj. But we must exert ourselves, and ven- 
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ture forth on the promises. Now and then it is 
needful to disengage the mind of earthly business, 
lift the soul to Christ, and now and then to go on 
my knees and pour out my soul to Him. 

" In the evening I went to chapel, and heard 
K. Andrews preach from Rev. ii. 17. After preach- 
ing, friend Hearle told me that he was going to 
take Mr. Hamilton's [school at Midsummer, and 
Mr. H. was going to [Jersey if he did not come 
here. That he was not content to come unless 
friend O'Bryan would raise his salary. On friend 
0'Bryan*s advice, I gave up the thoughts of 
having any preparations made for a school when I 
was home at Lady-day, or rather in April, as 
he thought, he said, we could not now determine 
how things would be till Conference. 

" Saturday, June 4th. This morning, after 
dressing, I had almost an hour's chat with Br. 
Andrews, and, although I trust not altogether 
in vain, yet I found it good to get on my knees, 
and thought I would be careful not to spend the 
1st hour in the morning with man again.'* 

" Sunday, June 5 th. In the forenoon friend 
O'Bryan preached at Devonport from Hab. iii., 
2. * Lord, revive thy work." I felt a good 
time, and praise God, more communion and joy 
than I have for a long time, if ever I did in such 
a manner. My soul said, * Lord, revive Thy 
•work!"* 

" In the evening I spoke from Rom. i., 16. ' I 
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am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is^ 
the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
belie veth.' We had a good time, and some pro-^ 
posed to meet in class." 

" Monday, June 6th. This day friend O'Bryan 
has been expressing his fears respecting my 
giving up travelling, and seems to reflect 
on himself that he should have counte- 
nanced it, or had not expressed his disappro- 
bation of it more than he did, and still thinks 
that I ought to travel. I heard all with com* 
posure of mind and a clear conscience, at least as 
I conceived. But after I had left him, I began to 
think with myself if I were not doing wrong 
in not labouring as a travelling preacher. I 
reasoned, and groaned and prayed, and felt again^ 
as I have many times when I have tried to bring 
my mind to think of it, and to propose before tha 
Lord to go, if it be His will, as if all were a 
wilderness, all gloomy, and sad. After some 
time, I went on my knees again, and called upon 
the Lord, and at first felt somewhat similarly, but 
presently light shone into my soul. It appeared 
to me as if I were quite wrong in allowing myself 
to go on in this manner, for the other day I was 
desirous to know the will of the Lord respecting 
my future situation, and how I should proceed. .. 

. . . The reason why I sometimes begin ta 
question whether I ought to travel or no, is when 
I consider the entreaties and persuasions of some 
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of my friends, and reflect that, perhaps, the 
reason why I feel reluctant springs from the love 
of ease, to avoid the cross, &c., and that if it be 
really my duty, how awful it must be to run from 
it. When I take into consideration the value of 
souls, the prosperity of the work, and reflect that 
if I do not go, and it be my duty, that perhaps 
the curse of God may follow me, or else that I 
may have a great many trials to pass through. 
And then, although I may feel willing to go, it 
appears all gloomy, and dismal, and perplexing. 
And I have many times, when very happy, been 
best satisfied that I am in my place in a local 
sphere. 

" In the evening I went over to , and spoke 

from Luke ii., 10. ' I bring you good tidings.' 
The people attended to what was spoken, and I 
had good liberty. Afterwards we (T. sister and 
I) came by water from Oreston to Plymouth. 
The wind blew fresh, and we had a considerable 
roll of sea; but, bless God, arrived home safely." 

" Tuesday, June 7th. This morning, just as I 
was dressed, friend E. Hocken arrived from Jersey, 
and came to see me. He appears in much better 
spirits than I expected to have found him, by 
friend Hearle's account, though he gave a worse 
account of D s. 

*' In the evening friend Hearle and his wife 
drank a cup of tea with me. Before they went 
we had prayer. I felt my soul much refreshed 
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and blessed. What sweetness I felt in waiting 
before God. It was a foretaste of Paradise. I 
have felt blessed union with heaven, and much 
more than I can express. In the evening I de- 
clared the Lord's goodness." 

" Wednesday, June 8th. In the evening our 
tickets were given us by friend O^Bryan. We had 
a soul-reviving time. I was much quickened. I 
see more and more the necessity of acting faith 
in the promise.'* 

"Thursday, June 9th. This day I wrote a 
letter to C. Thome, and am intending to write one 
to J. Thome. My soul would seem this moment 
to grasp the ocean and drink largely. Eagerly 
big with desire, I would at once have all I want. 
God is wise, and He will carry on His work in iny 
soul. 

" Friday, Jime 10th. This morning had some 
degree of liberty in waiting on the Lord. About 
nine o'clock I was solicited by Mrs. O'Bryan to 
go with her and her sister on board the St. Vin- 
cent. I was not very willing to sacrifice my 
morning, hence I felt unwilling to go, but think- 
ing it might be right to accommodate I went, and 
felt quite happy, What a large bulk of inge- 
niously laid and formed timber ! In the after- 
noon Mr. and Mrs. O'Bryan, T., and Mrs. Gates, 
took tea with us. In the evening went to preach- 
ing. Friend O'Bryan preached from the 32nd 
Psalm." 
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** Sunday, June 12 th. This morning attended 
prayer meeting. Was comforted, and after meet- 
endeavoured to encourage the rest to press for. 
•ward. In the forenoon friend O'Bryan preached 
in Devonport Chapel from Luke vi., 46 to 48. 
My heart was overwhelmed, and the Word was 
the bread of life to my soul. 

" In the afternoon I spoke at Anthony. I had 
tolerable times. In the evening, some who came 
mocking seemed to be more serious before I had done. 

*' Arrived home and felt grieved for a person, 
friend D., who meets in my class. I met him a 
little this side the draw-bridge, with company 
which did not much seem suited to a follower of the 
humble Jesus. I asked him if he had been to 
chapel. He looked quite foolish. I repeated the 
question ; he made no answer but * Why, friend 1 * 
looking confused and displeased. So I asked him 
again, and he said * I have not." He seemed a 
little ashamed, and said * No friend.* I am afraid 
lie thinks I am following him up closely, as I 
have asked him once or twice how he is getting 
on, and why he does not attend his class. How- 
ever, I have not in the least appeared unfriendly 
with him.** 

** Tuesday, June 14th. This morning I felt 
much humbled that I had not been more cheerful 
in telling friend Murch that I did not like to be 
interrupted in the morning till proper time for 
business. Not that I felt any anger, so far as I 
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•am conscious, but I thought it might grieve his 
mind, as well as prevent my light from shining so 
brilliantly as it otherwise would. I hope I shall be 
more like Christ in my tempers,] actions, and 
manners. 

*' After prayer I went into No. 6, and had some 
conversation with the old cook. I feel, praise 
God, an answer to prayer. I have requested that 
God would help me to be of a cheerful counte- 
nance, and at the same time steadily serious. 

" Wednesday, June 15th. This morning rose 
at three o'clock. Had my soul refreshed by time 
in the morning. I see a beauty in an expression 
of BramwelPs speaking of the increase of grace :" 
* Firstjustified, then sanctified, and then to have the 
mind stayed on the Lord.*. This is what I am athirst 
for, sweet union with Him, to meditate more to 
purpose on heavenly things, to be so entirely 
spiritual as to thinkj and will, speak, look, and 
act, in His fear and love, that I may be a tree of 
righteousness, bringing forth much fruit to His 
glory, and my soul's comfort." 

" Thursday, June 16th. This morning rose at 
quarter past three o'clock. I felt humbled and 
blessed at a throne of grace. In reading an ac- 
count of the death and funeral of William Bram- 
well, that burning and shining light, my soul felt 
pained to think how few of his fellows are left 
behind. I felt to praise God for such a monu- 
ment of His saving power and goodness," 
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" Friday, June 17th. This morning X went to 
Devonport, to meet some of our friends, with 
whom I have agreed to read some of the lives of 
eminent men. We had more than I expected ; 
it was the beginning of H. Longden*sLife I read. 
Friend O'Bryan prayed after, and was so over- 
powered that he fell under the mighty power. 
After I came home I felt myself much drawn out in 
prayer in the family and in my closet. Though I 
took no breakfast I was much refreshed. I am 
rather inclined to be stern, with graveness, tinged 
with melancholy. Lord fill thy hallowed shrine ! 

" This evening friend 0*Bryan again expressed 

his thoughts on Mr. H *s coming to conduct 

the Printing business. Does he think that I ex- 
pect after all to stay ? and so he wishiss me to 
give up all such thoughts. Well, I am preparing 
to keep a school at Lake, and do feel quite wil- 
ling to go from hence." 

" Sunday, June 19th. This morning got up a 
little after three o'clock. Had a most glorious 
refreshing season for an hour and a half. I felt I 
was the Lord's, and that He took me for His. 
How precious was my blessed Jesus ! 

" In the forenoon I spoke at Kingsand, from Phil, 
iii., 13, 14. Tolerable liberty. In the afternoon 
I had a better time in speaking on the * true 
bread.* After preaching I requested the society 
to stop a few minutes. Most of them did. The 
Lord smiled on. us ; some of us wept, and others 
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rejoiced. I took tea with Friend Skinner, where 
I dined. From thence I went to Devonport 
Chapel. Friend O'Bryan was singing. He ad- 
Tised me to speak a few words after him, I felt 
reluctant, but spoke. I had not said much till I 
was well rewarded for speaking a word in the^ 
good cause. I believe this has been the best Sab- 
bath I ever spent in time." 

" Monday, June 20th. I felt a glorious beam of 
heaven dart into my soul as I was thinking on en- 
deavouring to make peace between offended parties. 

" I am rather busy, as it is parcel day on Wed- 
nesday, I have to post off the accounts, and get 
the things ready for the day. I am also arrang- 
ing a new reading and spelling-book, and printing 
it. I feel God is with me.*' 

" Wednesday, Jtme 22nd. I was quickened in 
reading the Scriptures. What a depth of good 
there is in the Word of God. This is the bread 
of life, and ever will prove so, as long as the 
Spirit and the word bear the same testimony 
Poor Ann Freeman thinks the Spirit the only, 
* sure touchstone ;' but I cannot receive the tes- 
timony of a spirit but as it agrees with the 
Word.** 

" Friday, June 24th. This morning I rose a 
little before four o'clock, and by quarter to five 
was at Devonport Chapel. We were several of us 
assembled. Longden's Life being read proved 
the means of animating us To-day 
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I have been engaged much in the world, and have 
felt great need of watching and praying, and of 
eyeing God in all we do and say in dealing. 
In the evening I spoke at Devonport on * Fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord.' " 

" Sunday, June 26th. Satan endeavours to 
accuse me of covetousness. God knov^s my heart 
and that all I have are His. I feel that I am His 
and He is mine, and that were it not for the debt 
I owe, or, in other words, had I got it in my 
power, I would gladly give even to my last farthing 
to help on His blessed cause, which I greatly love. 

" In the morning I heard sister E. Bawden speak 
from * Is it well with thee ? ' It was a good time 
to me indeed. I found it good for me to be there. 
She spoke very prettily and usefully. She said 
* many might think it impossible to find the bless- 
ing now, and there might appear innumerable 
obstacles in the way. So this Shunamite might 
have been discouraged, for no doubt there were 
many difficulties in the way. And when she ac- 
quainted her husband what she intended in going 
to theman of God, he endeavoured to dissuade her, 
saying this is neither new moon nor Sabbath. But 
she was not discouraged. She persued her jour, 
ney, and had her son restored to her.* Faith 
always says it is possible, while unbelief ever 
doubts and discourages. In the afternoon I spoke 
from * I lay no other burden upon you but that 
which ye have already ; hold fast till I come/ I 
K 
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endeavonred to describe the characters to whom 
these words were applicable, and to make the best 
use of them to the congregation. 

" In the evening I spoke from ' The kingdom of 
heaven is like leaven which a woman took and hid 
in three measures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened.' There seemed a much greater spirit of 
prayer and faith than in the afternoon. After mak- 
ing some observations on the spread of the gospel, I 
endeavoured to trace the work of grace in the 
heart, from the first dawning of light to the soul's 
being conformed to the image of Christ. 

** I stopped the society a few minutes after, re- 
lated my experience, and exhorted them to wrestle 
after holiness. Four of them seemed resolved not 
to rest till they had found it." 

" Friday, June 28th. This morning I intended 
to have left Millpleasant at two o'clock for Lake, 
with Sister Susan ; but was prevented by the rain. 
Before I left I felt encouraged that God would not 
suffer us to get very wet, and, praise God, we had 
very little rain, and had a very comfortable ride 
home ; and after we came home I helped to make 
a hay mow. I found all comfortable at home, 
praise God." 

" Wednesday, June 29th. This day was the 
quarterly meeting for the Shebbear Circuit. In 
the evening friend O'Bryan preached from David's 
charge to Solomon. I had a good time, and in the 
Lovefeast my soul was greatly blessed." 
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" Thursday, June 30th. This morning the 
Shebbear District Meeting began. Most of the 
preachers, I trust, are on the stretch, the perfect 
bliss to prove.'* 

" Friday, July 1st. We left Lake for Mill- 
pleasant. Br. John came with Sister Susanna and 
I as far as Brentor turnpike gate. We parted 
after having taken some refreshment. We 
arrived home about eight p.m." 

" Saturday, July 2nd. This morning my legs 
were swollen, so that I could not get out for the 
<lay. In the afternoon our quarterly meeting was 
held at friend O'Bryan's." 

" Tuesday, July 5th. This morning I had a 
pressing invitation from friend O'Bryah to go to 
Tideford, to our district meeting. I found it a 
good day, but in the evening I had a most solenin 
sense of the presence of (Jod. It melted my heart, 
Wd feasted my soul. Truly Jesus is the bread of 
life, and a quickening spirit. I felt' God is love.' " 

" Wednesday, July 6th. Friend O'Bryan made 
some very useful remarks on the spirit of the 
world, such as conversation, actions, thoughts, and 
our manner altogether. It was marrow and fatness 
to my soul, and what I had longed to hear en- 
forced ! In the evening the meeting broke up, 
and most of the people dispersed." 

** Thursday, July 7th. This day we returned to 
Devonport in a market boat, Mrs. O'Bryan, T., 
and I, with several Methodists. 
K 2 
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'* In the evening I preached at Kingsand on ' If 
ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed/ &c. I 
found the Lord preciously near." 

" Friday, July 8th. This evening I spoke at 
Devonport from * Watch and pray, lest ye enter 
into temptation.' Oh, may it be raised in mighty 
power ! " 

" Saturday, July 9th. Attended the prayer 
meeting at Devonport. Afterwards I visited Sister 
Davey, who has been ill for some days. She ap- 
peared comfortable in her mind." 

" Sunday, July 10th. In the afternoon and 
evening I spoke at Anthony. I had good sea- 
sons." 




CHAPTER VII. 

*' And further, by these, my son, be admonished : of 
making many books there is no end, and much study is a 
weariness of the flesh." 

nnHE Conference of 1825 was held at Millplea. 
sant. Stoke Damerel, Devon. Samuel Thorne, 
who had been in the ministry nearly seven yea^rs, 
not being fully satisfied that he was called of Gk)d 
to devote himself wholly to the work, now ceased 
his connection with the Conference as a minister. 
His name was left off the list of the minutes. He 
would never consent to be received into " full 
connexion." The man who could not be intimi- 
dated by mobs, who told parsons and magistrates 
that if they would send him to prison for preach- 
ing he would not desist* while he felt it his duty, 
gave up the regular work wholly from conscien- 
tious scruples. He was urged by the Conference, 
by Mr. O'Bryan, by his relatives, by many of the 
friends in the body ; yet from his own inward 
conviction he gave up. Did he do wrong ? Did 
he go out of his providential path? It would 
not, perhaps, be wise to settle that point too 
hastily. He evidently did a unique work in the 
connexion. At that time men with the talent of 
aptness for business, the talent of money, and the 
talent of love to the connexion strong enough to 
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run the risk of speculating it in its behalf, were- 
not very numerous. 

At this Conference, 1825, he was reappointed 
manager of the printing aflfairs, a member of the 
book committee, the general committee, and trea- 
surer of the missionary society. 

The denomination was spreading. Those who 
had first united in forming it had the happiness of 
seeing many others added to them. Not only did 
the numbers increase, but persons capable of filling 
important offices were raised up. " In the Lord 
shall Israel glory." 

Let us glance once more into his journal. It 
records a very interesting event : — 

" Monday, November 28th. This day Mary 
O'Bryan and I joined hands in the Lord, to live 
together according to God's holy ordinance of 
matrimony. I have taken this step in his fear, 
with a sincere desire to glorify my Maker." 

" Sunday, December 11th. This morning 
Mary and I went to prayer meeting. I found it 
good to wait on the Lord in the house of prayer. 
In returning, I found the Lord precious in family 
prayer." 

" Sunday, January 1st, 1826. I feel thankful 
to God that I am still a monument of his mercy 
and goodness. In contemplating on the past year, 
I feel humbled on account of my own unfaithful, 
ness, shortcoming, coldness, and numerous defi- 
ciencies, as well as for the numberless blessings 
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which my heavenly Father has bestoweil on me. 
I am still spared, though numbers have been 
carried off by death. Through how many diflR- - 
culties has the good Lord brought me ! And how 
much has he taught me, and bestowed on me of 
his goodness. Praise God, he is my portion and 
my song. While praying, I have felt encouraged 
to press on, and to be more like God this year, 
whether I live but a few days, weeks, or months 
of it. I feel heaven's smiles, and I am encouraged 
to set out afresh, to improve my time especially. 
Lord, I give myself to Thee. Oh, take me, and 
make me as Thou would'st have me, for Jesus 
Christ my Advocate's sake ! Amen." 

The Conference of 1826 was held at Cawsand, 
Cornwall. S, T. was re-appointed manager of 
the Printing affairs. He was, also, appointed a 
member of the book committee, and the chapel 
fund committee. 

With Mr. Harry Major, a devoted minister of 
the body, S. T. was on very friendly terms. Two 
letters from Harry Major are among his papers, 
but too long to insert. 

From S. T.'s journal the following is taken : — 

" Sunday, October 15th. A variety of circum- 
stances have contributed to prevent my writing 
in my journal for some time. I should be glad if 
many things I have had to pass through had been 
noticed. I have indeed had to pass through the 
furnace. Many unpleasant things have transpired 
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between Mr. O'B. and me, and between bim and 
the preachers. I and others have been much 
grieved. I have taken a pretty large part in these 
matters, and have opposed his measures strongly, 
so that there is a great strangeness between ns. 
But here I must drop reflections of this sort, and 
give it into His hands who does all things right. 

" This afternoon my wife was safely delivered 
of a fine boy. Lord, I pray thee make us a 
seed to serve Thee, and take this little plant for 
Thine, blessed Jesus, who hast bought him with 
Thy precious blood. If he live to be a man, use 
him for Thy glory. Amen. 

** I spoke at Torpoint in the afternoon and in 
the evening." 

At the Conference, 1827, S. T. was appointed 
book steward, re-appointed manager of the print- 
ing affairs, secretary of the committee for enroll- 
ing the connexion and managing the general 
account, and treasurer of the chapel fund. 

In 1828 the Conference was held at Shebbear. 
S. T. was re-appointed secretary to the financial 
committee, treasurer of general committee and 
chapel fund, and book steward. 

Great changes were now impending. This was 
a period of transition. There had been for a few 
years signs of a storm. It soon swept over the con- 
nexion. The book affiairs, however, we have now 
principally to do with. The body had entered 
upon an undertaking, if not without counting the 
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cost, before it was strong enough to sustain the 
outlay. Debt, according to Ward Beecher, " the 
saddle on which the devil rides," produced dif- 
ficulty. The circulation of the magazine was not 
sufficient. The sale of the works forming ' ' The 
Christian Library * ' was not very extensive. Funds 
were not adundant in the connexion. 

The printing and publishing department com- 
menced through the difficulty which existed in 
obtaining supplies of the Methodist Hymn Book. 
Then some persons were very desirous that a con- 
nexional magazine should be established. One of 
those friends, when he had obtained a promise 
from Mr. O'Brian that he would undertake the 
affair, left Launceston, rejoicing in the promise 
which he said he knew Mr. O'B. having once made 
he would be sure to fulfil ; but the good brother 
did very little to help carry the matter to a suc- 
cessful issue. James Thorne, passing through 
London in 1822, on his way to the Conference, 
bought the printing press. We hav« seen the 
early appointments in connexion with the book 
committee. The printing office was at Mill- 
pleasant, Stoke Damarel, Devonport. In the 
memoir of James Thome we read : " We had many 
painful discussions about the book affairs. . . . 
Mr. O'Bryan complained of the burden he had 
to bear in owing so much money on behalf of the 
book concern, and I told him I thought we might 
be able to relieve him, and on this understanding 
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lie agreed to bury all our dilBFerences, and ta 
strive to struggle on another year with the book 
concern. ... On the 14th August, 1826, my 
brother Samuel and I, with Br. William Reed^ 
who was going to Chatham, went to Kingsnympton: 
Our business was to borrow £50 of Mr. Tucker 
for the book concern, which, with £60 obtained 
last Wednesday of Mr. B., will suflRce for the 
present, I hope. . . . Mr. O'Bryan himself 
withdrew to America. It was necessary to relievji 
him of pecuniary liabilities with respect to the 
chapel matters, and more particularly the book 
affairs, before all those differences were thus finally 
set at rest ; and in procuring this settlement Mr. 
Thome was involved in pecuniary liabilities and 
embarassments, from which he never extricated 
himself. To carry on the connexional operations 
for many a long year he had to pledge his credit for 
large a;mounts. ... A mistaken anticipation 
of realizing a profit from the operation, induced 
the founders to set up a connexional press. The 
experiment was continued long enough to show 
the blunder in t\ie most unpleasant manner. The 
business ultimately passed into private hands, as 
presenting the best means to save the connexional 
credit, and to gain the object ; but it only proved 
to be a shifting of the burden, under which the 
bearers groaned to the last hour of ther lives." 

The " private hands " into which the affair now 
passed were those of Samuel Thome. He bought 
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the plant of the Committee. At Lady-day, 1829^ 
he removed to Prospect Place, Shebbear, a large^ 
house, in a fine situation, built on the borders of 
his father's estate, healthy, and with a command- 
ing view. Twenty-four towers can be counted 
from the roof. Dartmoor and Roughtor and Brown 
Willie can also be seen when the atmosphere is 
clear. He was induced to take this course from 
the persuasion of his brother James and the min- 
isters of the body, that he would help the good 
work on, though he wished to keep a school. He 
was also promised the work of the book com- 
mittee." 

The relation he now sustained was that of a 
private printer doing business on his own account, 
though both l^rpthers were deeply ihvolved in 
debt. Why did they remove to Shebbear ? Why 
did they not launch out in a large establishment 
in a large town ? Why were not the profits £300 
or £400 per annum ? Well, these things are not 
done by imagination. Two or three sober reasons 
will furnish the reason why. The denomination 
had no money to specidate. The circulation was 
not commercially a paying one. The printer had 
capital enough invested to do twenty times the 
amount of work. For years there was a consequent 
loss. Early losses incurred debts, bearing interest 
for the rest of the printer's life. Accounts were 
made up half yearly, and interest and compound 
interest were charged. 



140 

He regularly gave estimates for the printing 
and binding. His prices were so moderate that 
the Conference was informed in 1852 by a select 
committee appointed to investigate the matter, 
** That having compared the prices of the Plymouth 
printer forwarded to the last Conference by the 
Devonport Quarterly Meeting, with those paid by 
the book committee for the work they have had 
done, the 18mo. hymn book alone excepted, which 
he oflfers to supply at 3d. per copy less than they 
get it for, and which would be a saving of 
£1 5s. 3d. in twelve months, according to the 
number sold for the last four years ; we find that 
the committee procure the articles that he offers 
to print at a rate so much less, than he will supply 
them for as to effect a nett saving of £68 15s. Ojd. 
per annum. 

" That, notwithstanding the book-room has as 
yet had no disposable profits, principally through 
the comparatively small number of works sold, 
especially formerly ; the number of small parcels 
sent to such a distance as to incur an expense 
amounting, in some cases, to more than 10 per 
cent, on the amount sold, the interest paid on the 
capital employed, and the effect of the separation 
in 1829 — having heard the book stewards' state- 
ment of the financial affairs of the book-room, and 
examined the stock, we find that although the 
concern was commenced without a capital, we 
have now a stock computed to be worth £1,528 14s. 
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« 

which leaves £581 12s. 2jd. after paying off 
£947 Is. 9Jd. the present debt ; which is of course 
a clear profit on the business. We therefore 
record with satisfaction that the profits are 
pleasingly progressive, especially when we con- 
sider the sale of the last few years as compared 
with former years, and feel assured the book-room 
will be in circumstances before long, to render 
pecuniary aid to the connexion, provided that all 
the brethren exert themselves to sell our publica- 
tions, and the friends generally heartily co- 
operate." 

On the report of the select committee the Con- 
ference of 1851 passed the following opinion : — 
" That having heard the report of the committee 
appointed by the last Conference to investigate 
minutely all the affairs of the book-room, we ex- 
press our entire satisfaction with the result of 
that investigation, and tender our cordial thanks 
to the members of that committee for having so 
readily, carefully, and patiently, gone through 
the work appointed them, and resolve that their 
report be printed with the Minutes of the Confer- 
ence.'* 

When they wish to get work from others, trades- 
men rarely give in very high tenders, and yet the 
work was being done for £68 per annum cheaper 
than this printer tendered for. 

The removal to Shebbear was almost a necessity. 
For some years, about the period of the sepera- 
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tion, the numbers were less and less every year.* 
Agitation prevailed ; confidence in the stability of 
the connexion was not very strong. Money-lenders 
look more to strong battalions than the justness of 
a cause. Debts incurred early in life give a turn 
to its after history. Those who had launched their 
all in the affair toiled hard, and, with their families, 
lived in a very plain frugal manner. About this 
affair S. T. walked from Devonport to Shebbear 
and vice versa, and he has been heard to say, his 
only refreshment on the road was a penny loaf 
and a pint of cider. So that the two brothers 
and their families gave Satan as little opportxgiity 
as they could to ride in the saddle of debt. 

However, the book concern has been brought to 
a successful issue. Gradually the circulation, 
which once was so low as two hundred per month 
of the Magazine, increased. With no interest to 
pay, much of the stock in the room sold, old debts 
due paid from Australia, and an ever increasing 
business, under the able management of the pre- 
sent book steward, Mr. F. W. Bourne, without the 
connexion laying out a single £50, a profit of 
£300 or £400 a year has been realized. And 
who would more rejoice in this success than the 
two brothers, who had toiled amidst privation and 
loss to secure this object? One sows, another 
reaps. Other men have laboured, ye have entered 
into their labours. Tho ugh their work was with 
* In 1830 the Missionary Receipts sunk to £55. 
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-the foundation, and out of the sight of the many 
and the unthinking, should it be forgotten ? They 
could scarcely make their one department grow 
faster than the rest of the body; Humanly speak- 
ing, there would have been no book department 
had it not been for those two brothers. Their 
work is done, and no doubt they are now well 
rewarded: " Blessed are the dead that die in the 
-Lord." 




CHAPTER VIII. . 

" To do good, and to communicate, forget not.'* ** Con- 
tend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints." 

AT* the Conference, 1829, the unfortunate 
separation between Mr. O'Bryan and the 

preachers occured. S. T. was again appointed 

book steward, secretary to the fiuancial committee ^ 

and also a member of the general committee for 

the chapel fund. The book room and the printing 

office were now at Shebbear. S. T. was a local 

preacher in the Shebbear Circuit. He entered 

heartily into the general welfare of the cause. 

His journal records : — " Wednesday, March 
24th, 1830. Praise God. This morning my dear 
wife was safely delivered of a fine boy. O Lord 
may he be a seed to serve Thee J " 

The Conference of 1830 was again held at 
Shebbear. S. T. was reappointed book steward, 
and a member of the book committee. 

Under date May 15th, 1831, he refers to a 
blessed revival : — " Praise God for his abundant 
goodness. This day I have felt my soul much 
blessed. I have been much cheered and encouraged 
of late at the good that is doing in the circuit and 
neighbourhood especially. The servant girl and 
apprentice have both been wrought on, and both 
profess to enjoy peace" with God, which I hope 
they do. Many others have been the subjects of 
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the like blessed change, and walk worthy their 

high vocation. At almost every meeting others 

are awakened, and led to cry for mercy. This 

afternoon I had a good time whilst speaking at 

Blacktorrington. Oh, that this desert might 

blossom as the rose ! Amen." 

" I have been much harrassed by vain and 

speculative imaginations. But a few passages of 

Mrs. Fletcher's Life led me to cry to God for 

assistance, and truly I can say it is good for me 

to draw near to God. I feel much encouraged in 

giving my matters into His hands.'' 

S. T. was again appointed book steward in 1831, 
and a member of the book committee. Harmony 
was being now restored to the body. An increase 
of 353 members was reported. 

The Conference in 1832 was held at Shebbear. 
S. T. was appointed a member of the missionary 
committee, the book committee, the book steward. 
The turn of the tide of connexional matters had 
now set in. New chapels were being erected. 
Labourers were increasing in number. S. T. was 
laying himself out in schemes of usefulness locally. 
As far as he had time, he and his wife were 
engaged preaching at the opening of chapels, 
Sunday-school and chapel aniversaries, &c., in 
other parts of the connexion. Accounts of these 
journeys were sometimes inserted in the magazine 
of the period. 

S. T., at the Conference, 1833, was appointed a 

L 
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member of the financial committee, the mission, 
ary committee, the book committee, and book 

steward. 

Let us look once again into his journal. 

" Nov. 24th, 1833. Thanks be to God, I am 
still a monument of His mercy, and a witness of 
His saving power. The last years of~my life, 
how quickly are they flown. I have been careful 
and troubled about many things. I have been 
anxious to pay every one, that I might not injure 
any in their temporal cencerns. But I have been 
more anxious, fearing I might be a hindrance, or 
a cause of stumbling, to any. But I find by 
taking care of myself I cannot add one cubit to 
my stature. 

" For nearly two years past I have felt an in- 
crease of grace. About three months ago I heard 
the life of John Smith highly spoken of. I took 
it up and began to read it. It exceeded all I had 
heard. I was much pleased and profited in read- 
ing it. I felt encouraged to do more for God, i.e., 
for the good of my fellow men. I could only read 
a small portion daily. I began to pray that God 
would make me entirely His ; that He would 
brighten up the evidence of sanctification in my 
heart. One day I was much encouraged to expect 
a present blessing. God, in amazing condescen- 
sion, did brighten up the evidence in my heart. 
Many have been the happy hours my soul has 
enjoyed since. I am quite willing to be counted 
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a fool for Christ's sake, or to be, or to do, anything 
He would have me by His grace. 

" This morning I went down to visit Ann Spear, 
of Hill Farm, who had sent for me. I found her 
•quite prepared to receive instruction. I talked 
with her, and prayed for her, and had a very good 
time. While praying she began to praise God 
aloud. She said, * This is the best morning of my 
life. Oh, happy morning this. This is better 
than the doctor." 

" Called on my way home and saw William 
•Griffin, and prayed with him. He says he is still 
happy ; but he is not much animated. 

" Just returned from the Sunday afternoon meet- 
ing. It has been a good time. I felt it good to 
be there. Satan has tempted me that I shall not 
retain my Christian boldness, nor intercourse with 
God. Lord, answer for Thyself! I have cove, 
nanted to be the Lord's in words, in thoughts, and 
deeds. For this I have chosen the Lord to be my 
helper." 

"Tuesday, December 3rd, 1833. This morning 
my dear wife was delivered of a fine little girl. 
Oh, how good is the Lord ! How kind ! how full 
of compassion ! All mine are thine. And do 
Thou be glorified in them. Take this little child 
under Thy protection, and make her Thine eter. 
nally." 

" December 8th. Why, then, am I not more 
triumphant ? I will patiently wait for Thee ; for 
l2 
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there is none in earth or heaven but Thee that I 
desire. And in Thee, and for Thee, and to Thee, 
are all my desires. Hallelujah. My King reigneth. 
Amen." 

" May 11th, 1834. I feel a very great need for 
wrestling with God in earnest prayer. A clear 
sense of sanctification is not to be retained without 
much prayer; 

** This day I have been to open a new place at 
Newton. A small, but dark and wicked parish. ' 

" My dear Mary is gone to Blacktorrington. 
Lord, prosper and protect her for Jesus' sake." 

At the Conference, 1834, S. T. was re-ap- 
pointed a member of the book committee, and book 
steward. 

From his journal, still breathing after God as 
he was, let us select the following : — 

" August 10th, 1834. This evening, while 
reading and praying, and desiring to be very use- 
ful in turning men from darkness to light, and 
especially that I might be able to go about more 
in His name ; and considering the circumstance of 
my being so much in debt. He has greatly encou- 
raged me to trust Him, and not be afraid. Here 
is all my trust and conjfidence, in the great God, 
Father, Son,* and Holy Ghost." 

" August 23rd. While asking great things, 
God has truly sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into my heart. While reading Matt. xxvi. and 
xxvii., and Dr. Clarke's Noteg, how hath my soul 
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been humbled and filled with divine communion. 
Make me and mine entirely as Thou wouldest 
have us to be.'* 

" September 14th. Satan has desired to have 
me, to sift me as wheat. I hope I can sympathise 
more with the tempted, and be more careful to 
secure time every day for private religious exer- 
cises, without which I feel I get weak and helpless 
like other men." 

" February 15th, 1835. How shall I praise 
Thee for all Thy love to me, and Thy compassion 1 
My soul has been frequently ground by the dis- 
tressing consideration of my present embarassments 
and their probable results. But Thou hast often 
relieved me ....... I know Thou designest my 

everlasting happiness " 

The Conference of 1835 was again held at 
Shebbear. S. T. was placed on the missionary 
committee, the book committee, and re-elected 
book steward. The terms of an agreement on 
which to effect a union with Mr. O'Bryan and his 
friends were agreed on this year. The hope was 
expressed that the chapel debts would be paid off, 
at the rate of £500 a year. " Who hath despised 
the day of small and feeble things ? " 

Here is a copy of his covenant with God :— ■ 
" And now, holy and blessed Three in One, 
here am I. Take me, accept me through my 
blessed Redeemer. Let me be for ever Thine in 
time and eternity 1 Let me ever bear Thine image 
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on my soul ! Let Thy glory be my single aim T 
Thy Word and Spirit my guides and counsellors r 
And do Thou, glorious Lord God, set up Thy 
throne in my heart and reign the Lord of every 
motion ! This covenant do Thou ratify and con- 
firm, through Jesus Christ my only Lord and 
Saviour. Amen and Amen. 

Samuel Thome." 

" Sunday, December 6th. How sweet is Thy 
Word unto Thy servant! What a fountain of 
wisdom and goodness art Thou, Lord ! 

*^ In the fear of God I have for some time past 
had thoughts of emigrating to America ; not ta 
get rich, but to get rid of the abundance of care 
and trouble so imfavourable to a religious life, 
which most or all persons in but moderate cir- 
cumstances must have in England who endeavour 
to get a creditable maintenance for themselves 
and families, and as I am persuaded that our kind 
Heavenly Father cares for us in all our concerns, 
I have made it a matter of prayer to God. Al- 
though I see no way or opening by which I can 
possibly hope to arrange my affairs so as to leave 
England for years to come; yet my soul is so 
cheered and sweetly encouraged that I can hardly 
help believing but that God will open a way for 
me. And if my way be opened, I wish to record 
for His glory that it is my full conviction that 
He must make that way. Come what may, He 
is my portion, my trust, and my consolation. 
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And to Him be everlasting praise, world without 
end. Amen." 

** Sunday, December 13th. By wrestling much, 
and venturing all on Christ, I get all I want. 
Lord, lead me to Thy heavenly kingdom in 
peace and triumph. My soul is drawn out to 
pray for a revival in the connexion. I feel en- 
couraged, praise God. To-morrow Mrs. Horn is 
to be hurried in our chapel yard. I hear [she 
died happy in God. Fourteen years ago her 
husband died. He was a good man, and made a 
happy and triumphant end. May God convert 
their children." 

" Wednesday, December 23rd. This afternoon 
my dear wife was safely delivered of a fine boy. 
Blessed and praised be God for ever. Amen." 




CHAPTER IX. 

<* Righteousness exaltetli a nation." " All Thy children 
shall be taught of God." 

^ETTLED at Shebbear, with the care of the 

book department, his own printing business, 

he added a new department — an educational 

establishment for young persons of both sexes. 

And who can overrate the value and importance 

of education? If we wish our young people to be 

useful we must educate them. If we wish our 

young people to be happy we must educate them. 

If we wish our young people to be shielded from the 

crafty and the designing we must educate them. 

Probably when he began the school at Prospect ho 

little thought that it would grow to a connexional 

institution, where many of the ministers of the 

body and school-masters would be trained. That 

from its bosom men who had been "Prospect 

boys " would be found in nearly all parts of the 

world — that lawyers, barristers, doctors of 

medicine, merchant princes, literary men, &c., 

would go forth. A stranger stepping across a 

little stream at one pace, might little think that 

3,000 miles away the mighty Amazon would pour 

its flood 100 miles in width into the ocean. Who 

of the persons who saw the new settlements, of 

Romulus and Remus on the banks of the Tiber, 

would have thought of Imperial Rome in the 
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Augustine age sending its hosts to India in the 
East, and to Gaul and Britain in the West ? When 
the traveller lights his pipe in South America, 
throws away the match, and kindles a little fire, 
who would anticipate the vast prairies crackling 
in the fire, the fleetest animals unable to escape, 
and the heavens aglow with the lurid flames ? Is 
not ** the Kingdom " compared to leaven which a 
woman took and hid in three measures of meal, 
and to the grain of mustard seed ? 

This school S. T. commenced was afterwards 
taken up in shares by various members of the 
Bible Christian connexion. Since it has become 
entirely the property of the Conference. A 
minister resides at the institution, having charge 
of its domestic and rieligious concerns. A head 
master guides the studies of the pupils. James 
Thome was the first governor. He was succeeded 
by Mr. Eobert Blackmore, who in his turn has 
been succeeded by Mr. John Gammon. Mr. H. 0. 
O'Donoghue, JVI.A.., of St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge, a chaplain, to William IV., a clergyman 
who published his twelve reasons for leaving the 
Church of England, as it is termed, was the first mas- 
ter. Like Baptist Noel,Capel Molineau, and others, 
he could not longer remain in so corrupt a place. 

" She hath wandered from her God, 
She must suffer from the rod." 

Whatever else may be said of his secession, it was 
a fortunate circumstance for the institution.. He 
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died at the institution, and was buried at the 
graveyard of Ebenezer Chapel. He was the 
author of the History of the Church and Court of 
Rome, two vols. Mr. O'Dorioghue was succeeded 
by Mr. Sanderson, who had been a Baptist minister. 
Since then Mr. Kelly, who had been an Indepen- 
dent minister, Mr. Clarke, who was a pupil of the 
school once, Mr. Lease, who, also, had been a 
pupil, have held the appointment. Thomas Euddle,. 
B.A., Esq., of London University, is the present 
able and successful teacher. 

He was now excessively active. He had very 
little spare time. Book-room, printing-office, 
farm, school; preaching on the Sabbath, and some- 
times week evenings. Publishing his own spelling- 
book in three parts, or put up together, a cheap 
and excellent work, any number of which, almost, 
the London publishers would take of him. Editing 
the Youth's Magazine, a twopenny periodical; alsa 
the Child's Magazine, of which it is said, " Both 
Youth's and Child's Magazines were his property, 
and at his risk for many years, until it seemed 
safe for the Book Committee to take them." The 
"Ecclesiastical Record" and the "Western 
Herald " newspapers were published, and chiefly 
edited by him, and they gave no uncertain sound. 
At this exciting time Reform, Liberalism, and 
Nonconformity, were vindicated in their columns 
in a manly and outspoken style. He also found 
time to attend committe meetings and Conferences. 
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He maintained a devotional spirit, closet and 
family prayer. " Pray without ceasing." 

Now let us look at a letter addressed to Miss 
Tomazine 0*Bryan, his sister-in-law, New York : — 

"Prospect Place, Shebbear, Hatherleigh, Devon, 
England, December 23rd, 1835. 
" My Dear Sister Tomazine, — 

" Ever since my dear wife brought me a little 
maid, whom she thought proper to call Tomazine, 
about two years ago, I have been promising my- 
self to write you, but have not begun till now. 
Our little T. appears to be much in her tempers, 
«o far as they have developed themselves, like an 
Aunt T. of hers. But the poor little thing is a 
little lame from an injury received very shortly 
after she made her appearance among us. 

" This afternoon I have had an addition to my 
family in the shape of a little man, and perhaps 
if you could see him you would not be inclined to 
say he is very little. Thus God's mercies have 
been following us, who are utterly unworthy. My 
dear Mary is quite charming, praise the Lord our 
Saviour for it. 

" I was intending to have written you a long 
letter, but upon second thoughts I have changed 
my views, for as you have never indulged your- 
self with the pleasure of writing me, perhaps a 
short epistle from me may be most agreeable. At 
any rate, I find it will suit my space of leisure 
best. My object in writing you is partly to 
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communicate the above; 2nd To enquire about 
America ; 3rd, To give you a brief account of our 
affairs ; and lastly, to enqire how ye all are ? 

" As to America, are life and property safei 
Is the heat very distressing, and how long is it so ? 
Again the cold. Is it not very difficult to get out 
of bed early in winter, and how long is it so ? 
And in summer, how long do these plaguey flies 
nearly eat one alive, and render it necessary to 
keep a sentinel at table during meal times. And 
those terrible bears, wolves, and deadly serpents, 
that frighten us poor souls this side the Atlantic 
so. How many men, women, and children, who 
die by them are registered in the chronicles of 
the dead ? And how many do these scourges to 
the human race carry off annually, never to be 
seen more ? And how often does it occur that a 
poor fellow is made a widower by the hungry 
bears carrying away his wife from the side of the 
cow she was milking for the benefit of her little 
offspring ? And what other frightful occurrences 
take place among you that are never witnessed 
in * happy England?' where, though we have 
many a sly fox and hungry aristocrat, who eat up 
much of our hard earnings, yet seldom crack 
men's bones, or carry off their persons, if we mind 
and pay them well. In short, what among you 
are the disagreeables to an Englishman ? I be- 
lieve you do not know much about farming ; but 
the little you do know you had need put to its 
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i^tmost use, in order to tell us all about farming 
h^ii your country, as we all intend to be farmers if 
go to America. 
i . " Can you ever get a piece of good, well-fed 
', mutton, or pork, and how is it in general? 
it a country capable of keeping a good flock of 
leep ? Do you ever see more than three or four 
gglers together, and then, perhaps, in a wood? 
en the milk, butter, cheese, and bread ; is any 
I it so good as it is in England ? What are the 
ooices of agricultural produce ? Be minute now ; 
Wd what the prices of manufactured goods which 
^'1»re commonly wanted ? How does wool sell ? 
^«Fancy stationery, types, printing presses? You 
'vtteed not give yourself much trouble about the 
■ two last-named articles. What sort of neighbours 
hi^ve you? How often does the sheriff of one 
county steal from another ? Is this what is meant 
by American liberty? How about the poor 
slaves? for it is natural for us to sympathise with 
them. America, it seems, is a nation of slave- 
holders in nature, if not in practice ; witness your 
fipee states favouring the atrocious and iniquitous 
system. Tell your American friends that an 
Englishman says they have renounced the grand 
}>rinciple on which they grounded, and justly 
• grounded, their independence. Oh ! shame, shame, 
ten thousand times to America ! ! ! Are you likely 
to get to war with France ? Has America any 
roads, except a few large leading ones ? Is it not 
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very bad for the farmers to go to your markets, 
except where they are near canals, railroads, or a 
leading turnpike road ? How long is your winter 
in general ? Are the people bustling about from 
morning till night, being hardly able to make a 
living after all ? I hope you will not overlook 
any of my questions. If one sheet be not large 
enough, send two, three, and so forth. Have you 
any American Sunday-school rewards which were 
not first had from England ? If you have, if you 
were to have as many good tracts as you can get, 
and put a thick wrapper about, or have a binder 
put them in stiS covers, then I shall only have to 
pay duty for one book. And have the Sunday- 
school rewards served in the same way, and send 
them to me. I shall be much obliged, and whatever 
they come to I will pay you for them, with inte- 
rest. And if you have any other interesting 
books, not very large, if you enclose a few sorts, 
I shall be further obliged. Get these as quickly 
as possible, if you please, as the connexion are 
going to establish a Tract and Sunday-school 
Society ; and we have not yet a sufficient variety. 
" 3rd. Since you have left us we have been 
getting on as well as, in our manner of doing it, 
we can. We have no need to go to America for 
want of work, or company, or friends. We have 
had a number of all these, and still have. And 
although we are now ten less to the family than 
we were a few hours ago, the hoarders and a/p~ 
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-prentices being gone to see their friends, still we 
are thirteen of us. As to work, we are always 
busy, but the profits lie too long in our ware- 
rooms. We have many kind friends, from whom 
we are loth to part. As to our spiritual aflfairs, I 
thank Gbd they have been improving. Praise 
God for it, who has dealt very bountifully with 
lis, and given us strong consolations, and led us to 
a closer communion with Himself, and has enabled 
us to give Him ourselves more fully and entirely, 
I trust. Blessed be His holy name. But we are 
still weak to what we ought to be, rather inclined 
to be slow of heart, and of a doubtful mind, and 
too apt still to neglect to wrestle so much as it 
is our privilege, and hence lose many good things 
for want of asking. Help us by your ardent 
petitions. 

" To be less encumbered about the world, and 
to have more time for religious and mental im- 
provement is our principal inducement to leave 
Old England, of which we cannot say, * With all 
thy faults we love thee still.' Ah ! England's faults 
have so entwined themselves in the very vitals of 
her constitution as to endanger, if not destroy, the 
earthly comfort of her best children. For an 
honest man, who Tteeps aloof from State and 
political partisans, patronage, and as a true 
Briton expresses his honest opinions; stands a very 
poor chance of succeeding in business ; and though 
our situation exempts us in a great measure from 
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these evils, yet their eflfects on others are plainly 
seen, to our great disgust, and, doubtless, in a 
secondary manner, to our injury. The aristocrats 
of our nation are become voracious, tmprincipled, 
dishonest, selfish, to the total disregard of every 
one's interest but their own; as proud and as^ 
pompous as Lucifer, as empty and as light as 
vanity, and too base and licentious to be described 
to a modest sister-in-law. In fact, numbers of 
the swinish and felon group are base-begotten, 
ill-taught, and dishonestly pensioned on the hard 
earnings of the working-classes. Unfortunate 
wretches whom no class of men respect ; religious 
folks pity and pray for them. But most of this, 
as to the aristocracy itself, is entirely lost on 
them, for they are as stupid as asses, as blind as 
bats, and as wicked as poor old Henry VIII. , the: 
first head of their now exploded Church. You 
will not be surprised after this to hear that I wish 
much to leave a nation so ruinously infested with 
such a host of aristocrats, to be supported by them 
that love them better than I. 

" We were very sorry io hear of the trying 
Providence which happened to you. How is your 
eye now ? I hope it is quite well, but we enter- 
tain some sad fears. Be sure, my dear T., to tell 
your Heavenly Father all your care; humble 
yourself, my dear, and make a full surrender to 
Him, and He will both save" . . . . * 
Here this document abruptly breaks ofif. 
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Though this language may appear strong, and 
the judgment on our *' betters" somewhat harsh, 
it must be remembered that he had lived throus^h 
the reign of the fourth George, and that it was 
just at its close these lines were penned. And if 
his remarks on the Episcopal Church were rather 
sharp, it is only fair to keep in mind the treatment 
he and his contemporaries had received from 
clerical magistrates and parsons, while preaching 
Christ crucified, and following our religious life, 
and conviction, and work, which evidently 
received the smile and the blessing of God. Not 
as the Church which has bishops ex officio mem- 
bers of the legislature, says, the "political 
dissenters,'* but religious dissenters doing spiritual 
work, and from the persecution they received 
made into political dissenters, asking no political 
favour for themselves, but only religious liberty 
and justice before the law, as citizens who have 
an equal share in supporting the institutions of 
the nation, and bearing the burdens of the 
country. With our disabilities now, we know 
little of the state of things in this kingdom fifty 
years ago. Then privilege more extensively 
prevailed ; dissenters were liable to be, and were, 
summoned before the magistrates for preaching ; 
church-rates were collected, tythes were taken in 
kind, and dissenters were not admitted to the 
ancient seats of learning ; the public schools and 
rich endowments, intended to help on the educa- 

M 



162 

tion of the nation and the poor, were used to 
educate the sons of the rich -churchmen, who, 
generally, held situations of affluence and power. 
No wonder, then, that things were plainly called 
by their right names, and that injustice and 
tyranny were denounced. 

Was it, then, any wonder that he wished to 
leave his country, and that he yearned for the 
good land of religious freedom? Did not the 
same feeling animate the Pilgrim Fathers two 
centuries before? And what does the Psalmist 
mean when he says — " Oh, that I had wings like 
a dove ! For then would I fly away and be at 
rest. Lo, then, would I wander far ofiF, and 
remain in the wilderness. Selah. I would 
hasten my escape from the windy storm and 
tempest." 




CHAPTER X. 

'* War a good warfare." " Fight the good fight of faith, 
lay hold on eternal life, wherennto thou art also called, and 
hast professed a good profession hefore many witnesses." 

A T the Conference of 1836 S. T. was re-appointed 
•^^ book steward. Thi^ was the twelfth year he 
had the oflSce assigned to him. He was busy with 
his school, the printing office, editing the *' Youth's 
and Child's Magazines," and publishing the 
" Western Herald." During those years political 
excitement ran high. The Reform Bill of 1832 
was the victory that followed years of patient toil, 
during which the Liberal leaders had sown broad- 
cast sound principles, and had endeavoured to 
enlighten the masses of the people. Three great 
events in the previous century bore fruit in this. 
The rise of Methodism, American Independence, 
and the French Revolution. The voice of the 
people in the laws of their own country, tHe free- 
dom of the church of Christ from the interference 
of the state, and the abolition of privilege, were 
principles advocated by S. T. By the press, at 
elections, in the vestry, in the board-room of the 
Guardians, and in the social circles, he fearlessly 
asserted them. 

At the Conference of 1837 S. T. was re-elected 
a member of the committee of the missionary 
society. The mission opened in Prince Edward 
m2 
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Island and in Upper Canada in 1831 had pros, 
pered, and at this Conference 294 members were 
reported as being in church fellowship in those 
infant stations. The labours of Mr. Francis 
Metherall, and of Mr. John Hicks Eynon, were 
much owned of God in the founding and extend- 
of the good work in those fields of labour. 

At Lady-day, 1838, Mr. John Thorne removed 
from Lake to Broadwoodwidger. There he and his 
family were made very useful in extending the 
work of Christ. He opened the door of his 
spacious and ancient farm-house for preaching. 
A church met in the house. A chapel was after 
a few years erected. It was well attended, and 
many were born there. The church and con.^ 
gregation were a power for good in the Launces- 
ton circuit, with which they were incorporated. 

On the removal of his elder brother, S. T. began 
to farm Lake. When the school at Prospect be- 
came the property of the shareholders, he and his 
long family removed from Prospect Place, the 
house where several of his children had been born, 
and which he had himself built on the border of 
his father's estate. 

At the Conference of 1838, S. T. was continued 
a member of the missionary committee. The 
Shebbear circuit was much blessed. The min- 
isters were James Brooks, James Thome, and 
Frederick Pudney. Revivals and chapel building 
proceeded. Between this and the following Con- 
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ference, Gitcott Cross Chapel was built, the Bible 

Christians having preached for years in a room 

near. Cookbnry and Bradford Chapels were also 

opened. Mr. James Brooks was a man of decided 

convictions and sterling principle. In youth he 

had been a sailor. When at Southampton, at the 

time sailors were impressed from the merchant to 

the royal navy, he and a companion were on shore 

after nine o'clock. The press-gang met them. 

His companion pulled and twisted to get away, 

but only to have the hold of his captors tightened. 

Brooks intimated he had long wanted to get on 

board a * King's ship." His custodian was oflf his 

guard. When near these narrow streets that lead 

on to the quay he gave a spring, was free, ran. 

Shouting " Stop him, stop him," a crowd ran ; he 

got on board his own ship, and and escaped the 

press-gang. When he first heard James Thorne 

and Henry Freeman preach, he said " I thought 

they were men lowered down from the clouds." 

When after years of labour and honour, he was 

dying of cancer in the tongue, thinking still of 

the sea, he said, " I am in the storm, but the port 

is ahead.'* He asked another friend, Mr. Francis 

Martin to sing 

" Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 
I'll sing Thy power to save ; 
When this poor Hsping, stammering tongue 
Lies silent in the grave.'* 

Mr. Frederick Pudney was a successful preacher. 
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Hundreds were converted under his ministry, hxit 
being influenced by Plymouth Brethrenism, which 
argues against sectarianism and increases the 
number of sects; against a paid ministry, and 
pays its ministers ; he gave up the vocation where 
he could proclaim the gospel in crowded chapels 
to thousands, for a ministry to a few very good 
people, too holy to mingle with other sections of 
the one church. 

At the Conferences of 1839 and 1840, S. T. 
was re-elected a member of the missionary com- 
mittee. 

The new chapel at Lake, Shebbear, was opened 
October 22nd) and on Sunday, October 24th, 1841 ; 
the preachers at the opening were Mr. James 
Thorne, Mr. William Reed, who for impassioned 
eloquence has never had his equal in the connexion, 
Mr. O'Donoghue, M.A., Mr. Vesey (Baptist), Mr. 
Poole (Independent), Mr. William Richards, and 
Billy Bray. The last-named preached in the 
niorning at six o'clock. Persons came in vehicles 
from various parts of the circuit, and from neigh- 
bouring circuits; to hear the famed and eccentric 
Cornish local preacher. His text was, " We have 
left all and have followed Thee ; what shall wa 
have therefore ? " He contrasted Peter with his 
nets and fish in his boat, and Peter upon a 
throne in glory, and he thought Peter had every 
reason to be pleased with his reward. After service 
he breakfasted with a number of visitors at S. T.'s, 
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at Lake Farm. Before the house was burned 
down a door was on either side of the passage, 
with the kitchen on one side and the parlour on 
the other. One was the room where the con- 
nexion was first formed. Billy danced, and praised 
God. Presently he caught up S. T. in his arms 
(he probably was more than ten score weight), 
and carried him from one room to the other. 
Perhaps there was scarcely ever a man in whom 
were blended so much eccentricity and so much 
sincere piety as in William Bray. 

Once in his sermon, he said " When the young 
women come into the chapel, they put up their 
hand a minute before their face, as if in prayer, 
but they say to themselves, ' Is he come ? * And 
the young men put their head to their hats, and 
read ' London waterproof.* " 

When the present writer was in St. Austell cir- 
cuit in 1857, Billy, who had been living at Lost- 
withiel, where the Bible Christians had no cause, 
had met with another body for convenience. When 
he removed near Tywardreath Highway Chapel, 
he did not at once join the people among whom 
he had been converted. On being spoken to he 
said, '* If you will cut ojBf some of your beard (he 
had a great antipathy to a long beard) I will 
come back again.'* So, willing to become all 
things to all men, I had a portion of my beard cut 
oflf, and Billy joined us heart and soul. At a 
missionary meeting at Highway he spoke. He 
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said, " I can say glory, glory. I can sing glory, 
glory." And very much to the amusement of the 
young people, said, ** I can dance glory, glory." 
And he began to dance on the platform. 

When he was going to class one Sabbath morn- 
ing, he said Satan told him the wheels and ma- 
chinery at the mine would all be broken up if he 
did not go up and attend to it. He said " I told 
the devil he might go himself if he would." 

At the anniversary of the Bible Christian 
Chapel, Redruth, July 28th, 1867, Billy, with the 
brethren, Thomas Wooldridge, and S. L. Thorne, 
preached. Among other things, Billy said, " You 
must excuse all faults and blunders. You do not 
expect so much from a child as from a man, and 
I am now in my fourth year of childhood. As I 
am seventy-four years old, I may be a little simple- 
and weak. 

" The best of all is, not the Pope, cardinal, or 
priest, is with us, but God is with us. ' The whole 
creation join in one,' that is the new creation. 
Take care of revenge. Some say I cannot bear it, 
I will not bear it. Thee must bear it, and thee 
*shoosh' bear it. Another, I'll bear it. Why 
thee hast nothing to bear. 

'* If you are a little greedy or poor-tempered, 
the devil will get in his nail, and pinch thee 
tight. 

" A man who knew everything, and he ' war * 
a fool ; and is not he a fool who will lose heaven 
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and be lost ? Aunt Peggy Mitchell is the best 
scholar in Gwennap. For who is a better reader 
than she who can read her title clear to mansions 
in the sky ? But this old man lost all his conse- 
quence, cried * Lord save me ! ' and then shouted 
* Praise the Lord.' 

" When I was up to Plymouth, a man spoke to 
me outside Mr. S. Thome's house, and said he had 
a mind to speak to me, and oppose me in the 
chapel. And I told him he would not be a good 
servant of his master if he did not speak for the 
devil. He said Satan had so much to do with me 
that he would let him alone. I said I * didden ' 
mind the devil a bit. 

** The sinner thinks he is going to give up some- 
thing very good for what is not so good when he 
comes to Christ. But it is not so. What you 
give up is worth nothing. 

" Isaiah says, ' Though Thou wast angry with 
me. Thine anger is turned away; ' and Br. 
Wooldridge can say so, and Br. Thorne can 
say so. 

" When I built three chapels, I wanted the 
friends to help. I went to one captain. He would 
not only not give me anything, but he turned me 
out of the house. He died soon after. He was 
not wanted here. Another gave me ten shillings, 
and is alive now, for aught I know. If you sAve 
money and leave it, it may soon be spent. After 
a good saver com^s a good spender. What you 
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give is laid up in God's bank. What you save 
you will have to leave behind. 

" When I was up in Devonshire, they spoke of 
St. Aubyn, Sir Massey Lopes, and the Duke of 
Bedford. Though they have so much of the land 
of Devon, I would not change with them. I mean 
I would not give up my spiritual for all their tem- 
poral good. And I have just as much of that as 
they have, for I can look on it. The carpenter 
looked at his master's gold for doing one day and 
a half's work in one day. That is just all the 
owner can do. Oh ! you western men ! I am an 
old miner. Come to heaven. If there is one 
crown short, I will willingly go without one. But 
there is no want there." 

The effect of his address, the homely illustra- 
tions, the Cornish accent, the appeal as '* a miner 
to you western men," was almost electrical. Local 
preachers have surely a great advantage in speak- 
ing to their comrades and mates in their own 
language, and of their own class, knowing practi- 
ca;lly their peculiar trials and toils. And then 
Billy was so witty, humorous, and so happy in the 
God of his salvation. 

After the tea, on Monday, he was asked td 
^move a vote of thanks to the ladies who had 
waited on the tables at tea. He said, ** God's 
grace only can make a woman good-tempered. 
When a woman is happy in God, and her husbaiid 
comes home, she says, * How are you, John, my 
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dear ? ' But when she is not, she says * How'st 
thee know ? ' 

** When I was nothing, I could fly on angeVs 
wings. It is a good thing to change a miner's 
hat for a crown. 

*' I met a company of old Methodists once. 
They had the old Methodist fash, hem, hem, but 
before I left they all got happy, and shouted aloud. 

" The devil shall not have as much as a penny 
toy in my heart." 

To a young man in Devonport, who made some 
remarks on his shouting, W. B. enquired if he 
loved God. **I am a Wesleyan," was the reply. 
W. B. said, " Thee a Wesleyan ! Thou art only a 
Wesley's bastard." 

This digression must end. The chapel at Sheb- 
bear was opened. It was then a considerable 
eflfort. It was the largest chapel in the denomina- 
tion in the North of Devon. Three times the 
annual Conference has been held within its walls. 
S. T. was a trustee, and in the labour of his men, 
teams, and with money, he liberally aided the 
funds, feeling with the Psalmist, ** Lord, I have 
loved the habitation of Thy house, and the place 
where Thy honour dwelleth.*' 

At the Conferences of 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846, 
and 1847, S. T. was appointed a member of the • 
committee of rights, the mission3,ry committee, 
and the educational comioittee, and some others* 
Dissenters have had to fight for, and guard their 
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rights. In a number of the ** Ecclesiastical 
Journal ** for May, 1836, before me now, reference 
is made to a former article. ** Archdeacons and 
rectors weeping for church-rates, and refusing to 
be comforted because they are not." This the 
" Church Journal " called "blasphemy." In an 
article that follows, however, the writef shows how 
one successor of the apostles spoke of another. 

December 24th, 1847, S. T. lost by death his 
eldest son John, 21 years of age. He was a very 
studious young man. Under Mr. O'Donoghue, 
M.A., and other teachers, he had made consider- 
able proficiency in the English, Latin, Greek, and 
French languages, and had paid some attention 
to the elements of Hebrew. In mathematics he 
had made considerable attainment in Algebra 
and Euclid. He had never wasted much time. 
Few young men of his age had read so extensively 
in history and general literature. Although 
intelligent, kindhearted, and decidedly devoted 
to Christ, useful in reading proofs, book-keeping, 
editing the Youth's and Child's Magazines, and 
raising bright hopes in the hearts of his parents, 
family, and tutors, yet an inscrutable Providence 
permitted him to be carried oflf by spinal complaint 
to the land were **the weary are at rest." A 
memoir by Mr. J. H. Prior appeared in successive 
numbers of the Youth's Magazine, 1850. At his 
death, Jabez, the youngest son, then two years 
and half or three years old, to whom the family 
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feared to speak of the loss they had sustained, 
from his known affection for his brother John, 
rejoiced, saying, " John has gone to heaven, and I 
shall go too/** And although then blooming in 
health, in a few weeks the rosy cheeks withered, 
and no doubt he went " to heaven too." " Of such 
is the kingdom of heaven." 

The Conferences of 1848, 1849, 1850, 1851, and 
1852, appointed S. T. a member of the missionary 
and the educational committees. In 1850 the two 
first missionaries, James Way and James Kowe, 
were sent to Adelaide, South Australia. A vale- 
dictory service was held in Lake chapel at the 
Conference ; a crowd attended. Much prayer and 
enthusiasm prevailed. Their labours had been 
much owned of God. " He must increase." 

In 1853 S. T. attended the Exeter Conference 
as the representative of the Shebbear District. 
He was appointed a member of the special com- 
mittee on financial affairs of the connexional, 
missionary, chapel fund, and chapel loan com- 
mittees. The time those appointments occupied 
was cheerfully devoted by him to the work ** as 
unto the Lord." 

August 16th, T852. S. T.*s youngest sister, 
Mrs. Susanna Daniel, died. She was an amiable, 
intelligent, pious Christian, who certainly deserved 
a better place in death than behind the tower among 
the toads and nettles, in the churchyard of Hal- 
berton, Devon. ** Blessed are the pure in heart.** 



CHAPTEK XI. 

'' It sliall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be 
light." — Zech. xiv. 7, 

rilHE Almighty has never for a moment ceased 
the government of the world. He works in 
various ways by suggesting motives, by removing 
obstacles, and by raising up men who are " valiant 
for the truth.'* S. T. was thus valiant through 
life. The following communication will show how 
he acted as a guardian : — 

" When your father was guardian of the poor 
for Shebbear, he was so firm in what he considered 
right, and so straightforward and outspoken, that 
he was sometimes found in a very small minority. 
On one occasion he requested his protest to be re- 
corded, when he had no seconder or supporter. 

" It was once proposed at the board to increase 
the salary of the chaplain at the Torrington 
Union. There were several clergymen members 
of the board, and it was exnected the motion 
would have been carried. But he proposed as an 
amendment that the inmates be allowed to go out 
on the Sabbath, and attend any of the various 
places of worship in the town they might choose, 
and do without a chaplain entirely. This caused 
great alarm and excitement, especially among the 
clergy, one of whom, who stammered very much 
in speaking, at last made himself understood to 
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say that lie could not consent that because a man 
was poor he should be shut up as a prisoner in 
that house. Leave was obtained from the chair to 
correct the rev. gentleman, by saying that was the 
very thing desired. To open the door and let him 
go out and get religious instructions where he 
choose. * Yes/ said the clergyman, * and be in- 
structed by we do not know who^ and we do not 
know how.* S. T. replied, * That is exactly as the 
case is now with the institution. If the inmates 
are instructed in religion, we know not when and 
we know not how,' The whole board seemed 
thunderstruck. They looked at each other and at 
him as if he were insane. He broke their mute 
astonishment by saying, * I speak advisedly, gen. 
men. Though we have a paid chaplain, I know 
not how or when religious instruction is given. I 
sat alone in this room this morning before any of 
my brother guardians came. The window was 
open. Tha chaplain passed, entered another 
apartment, opened a book, took pen and ink and 
wrote, closed the book, and left the premises. 
When he was gone I went to see what entry he 
had made, and found under the date of this day, 
* Catechised the children, and visited the sick,' I 
rang for the master, and asked him. Have the 
children been catechised, and the sick in the house 
been visited by the chaplain this morning ? He said 
they had not. I asked him again if he were quite 
sure ? Could it not have been done without his 



176 

knowledge ? He said that it was not possible, for 
he had had possession of the keys of the wards all 
the morning. They were in his pocket now. Now, 
gentlemen, I leave you to judge if I am not au- 
thorized ^-o say I know not how the spiritual wants 
of the inmates of this house are attended to." 
" After a short silence a clergyman, by way of help- 
ing a lame brother over the stile, said * Yes, but 
he intended to do it.' S. T. said, * If a boy in my 
office, whose duty it is to make entries, were to 
make so false an entry, and then by way of excuse 
to say he intended to do it, I should say. Away 
with you ! I have no confidence in you, or your 
entries ? ' 

** The chaplain's salary was not raised. And 
though not one of the larn;iers had 'the courage to 
second his amendment, yet they came to S. T. in 
the market, and thanked him for his speech. He 
pointed out to them what they suffered from want 
of courage. 

** To a sturdy pauper once complaining his soup 
was not fit to eat, after tasting it himself, he said 
I should not object to such soup for my dinner 
twice or thrice a week. A short lecture fol- 
lowed. 

"A certain squire so prejudiced against dis- 
senters, and your father as their principal repre- 
sentative in that neighbourhood, that he burned a 
book, * Clarke's Promises,' only because it had S. 
T.'s imprint upon it, being a member of the board 
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of guardians, was so pleased with his honest 
straightforwardness, that he became his decided 
friend, and seemed to take a pleasure in acknow- 
ledging his acquaintance." 

At the Conference of 1854 S. T. was elected a 
member of the connexional and the missionary 
committees. 

In 1855, S. T. attended the Plymouth Con- 
ference as representative of the Shebbear district. 
He was then made a member of the connexional, 
the missionary, and the sub-committees. 

At the Conferences of 1856 and 1857 he was 
again elected a member of the connexional and 
the missionary committees. And how have those 
with whom he was accustomed to sit, and who felt 
such an interest in the coming of Christ's king- 
dom, passed away! William O'Bryan, James 
Thome, William Mason, William Reed, William 
Courtice, Harry Major, Edmund Warne, Richard 
Sedwill, Henry Reed, James Brooks, Andrew 
Cory, J. H. Prior, Robert Kent, James Ching, 
George Tilley, and many besides. What a com- 
pany are they before the throne of God, and of 
the Lamb ! What is their dignity, purity, peace, 
happiness, perfection!! They have joy without 
sorrow, without measure, without end. " They 
are without fault before the throne.'' 

S. T. was the subject of much affliction. In his 
own person, from occasional attacks of inflamma- 
tion in the legs and eyes ; his eldest son died after 

N 



178 

years of suffering from a spinal complaint ; an- 
other son sickened and died ; his daughter, Mary 
Ley, a young woman of fine Christian character, 
and generally beloved, died of fever at Plymouth, 
November 22nd, 1862; another daughter, by a 
fall in infancy, was lamed for life, and has since 
had a long illness from paralysis ; and yet another 
was for years the subject of severe suffering. 
With thirteen children, there was much affliction, 
besides those acute cases. " Many are the afflic- 
tions of the righteous." 

He also suffered by fire. About the year 1849, 
on a Saturday night, the servant girl saw a fire in 
the homestead. The flames lit up the heavens. 
In a short time many came to help. Although 
the hayrick on fire was surroimded by n^ows of 
corn from over eighty acres, only the hayrick and 
one corn-mow were partially burnt. 

A few years after the dwelling-house was burnt 
to the bare walls. One man — ^like excited men 
act at fires — wished to take out the kitchen stove, 
when he was told " If it will not stand the fire, let 
it bum." While the pupils from Prospect were 
going through the parish, saying " fire, fire, fire at 
Lake," a wife of one of the labourers said, '* That's 
James B.'s pipe, I expect." 

A more serious fire occurred on a Saturday 
night at Plymouth, January 3rd, 1863. The dry- 
ing rooms were over the composing rooms and the 
machine and press room, and the binding and 
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folding rooms. About five o'clock, when the men 
were being paid their wages, a cry of "FlEB" 
was raised. Engines came, soldiers from the 
barracks were marched in double quick time, fire- 
men and policemen did what they could. Union 
Street, the Octagon, Martin Street, and street after 
street, were crowded by thousands of spectators, 
yet in about five hours over £2,000 worth of 
property was reduced to ashes. As a cautious man, 
,who had often advised others, when he came first 
to Plymouth, and a portion of his goods were 
come, he had insured to the amount of £520. 
With the worry of changing from Shebbear to 
Plymouth, with the illness ard death of his 
daughter, and from press of business, insurance to 
the full amount was overlooked. The book com- 
mittee, London houses, and other friends, raised 
some hundreds of pounds, so that by their kind- 
ness he was able to go on ^gain, but his loss was 
heavy. " He was cast down, but not destroyed.'' 
" When thou passe th through the fire thou shalt 
not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee." 

What is taken from the believer in affliction is 
not altogether lost Then the world appears in 
its true light. How vain its fashions! How 
little can it do for us ! How it draws the mind 
off from secondary objects to the only true and 
unchangeable source of enjoyment. " All things 
work together for good to them that love God." 
N2 
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Superhuman aid is given to the believer, to endure 
sufferings. 

We must hasten on. We cannot enlarge on 
the generosity he ever manifested. to the ministers 
of the gospel ; his house, horses, table, purse, and 
heart, aiding them. On his joy at the growth of 
the cause of God in the world, and in his own 
body, for he was one of the first members, and at 
his death there were more than 25,000. There 
was not one chapel in the body when he joined ; 
there were more than 850 before his removal. On 
his sitting on references, advising his neighbours 
in trouble, and making peace, as many as twenty 
persons have been known to come to him in one 
day for legal advice. Landlord and tenant of the 
same farm have both consulted him on the same 
case. On the discipline he maintained in his 
establishment, expecting his servants and appren- 
tices in at nine o'clock. Nor can we now quote 
from the letters he has received from some of 
them, thanking him for the care and pains he took 
in preserving their morals. Nearly all the young 
people who entered his service became decided 
Christians. Eight of his young men, at least, 
entered the ministry, and have " preached glad 
tidings to the meek.*' Nor on his being urged to 
take the printing business when it was a losiTig 
concern, and to give it up when it was a paying 
affair. Whatever his treatment, debts, losses 
here, he is now well rewarded. Perhaps those 
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who labor, suffer, and have only a slender reward 
in time, will have a larger reward than those who 
are better paid here will have in eternity. In 
the records of antiquity we read, " neither showed 
they kindness to the house of Gideon, according 
to all the goodness which he had showed unto 
Israel." His brother James remarked to him 
once, " Oh, brother Samuel, the Bible Christian 
connexion will never know what we have done 
and suffered for them." But God knows. " Verily 
there is a reward for the righteous." We may 
safely leave this matter to the verdict of the 
people, and to the verdict of " the Judge of all the 
«arth.'' 

Nor can we enlarge on his taking up the cause 
of temperance. We may, however, remark that 
for a time he could not see his way to become a 
teetotaler, when advised to do so by his brother 
James. He believed with Gumell, the " ale-house 
was the devil's school," but he thought his men 
could not do their work without stimulants. But 
when in the harvest at the reap, he saw the men 
racing under the influence of the ** Old October 
beer," and cutting their fingers, he took the pledge, 
^nd has harvested as much as one hundred acres 
of corn in one year on the teetotal principle. He 
was ever ready to be on the side of " Whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are justj 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report." 
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What breaches death is continually making in 
the church of Christ ! A degree of sorrow nature 
compels us to feel, and religion does not condemn. 
" Jesus wept." Sorrow is mingled with hope. By 
faith we trace our deceased friends into the eternal 
world. A faith which places the imseen Creator 
by the side of what is created and visible. A 
faith which places eternity by the side of time. 
Instead of considering them lost or extinct, we 
behold them still under the eye of divine provi- 
dence. The period of their trial is closed. They 
have entered into rest, where, sheltered from the 
storms of life, and the dangers of temptation, 
their happiness is for ever fixed and unalterable. 
The pious living and the pious dead are still one 
family, under one head. " And when he who is 
their life shall appear, they shall appear together 
with Him in glory.'* Those who were pillars 
with S. T. in the Shebbear Circuit, have most of 
them passed away. John Penhale, of Upcott^ 
Cookbury, is one. He was a veterinary surgeon^ 
and a farmer. A devoted Christian, a trustee of 
various chapels, and a local preacher. He was 
just as eccentric as Billy Bray, only as Billy used 
the vernacular Cornish, Mr. Penhale used the pro- 
vincial Devonshire language. Mr. Bray was a 
poor man, whereas Mr. Penhale was a rich man. 
When a foppish young man said to Mr. P. " You 
should put away your pipe, that idol," Mr. P, re- 
plied, " Dost thou uot ^^^ I am burning it as fast 
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as I can/' To a member in the class he led, who 
complained of some slander, he said " It is a great 
blessing you have two ears, my brother ; if you 
had only one it might go into your head, form a 
lodgment, and do an injury, but as you have two 
ears, why you can let it go into one and out at the 
other,** When preaching on " Satan hath desired 
to have thee to sift thee as wheat, &c," he said, I 
shall notice 1st, The "whit*' (oat)caser; 2nd, 
The barley caser ; 3rd, The wheat caser ; and 4th, 
The ** blend " (blind) sieve. When praying after 
sermon at Holsworthy once, under a blessed in- 
fluence, he said ** Here he comes (the Prodigal) up 
the mountain side, down again, over the plain, up 
the hill, here he comes down again, with his rags 
fluttering in the breeze, and his ' falthadele hang- 
ing down behind him.' A drunkard, in rags, 
rose up and came to the penitents' pew, became 
converted, and afterwards bought a horse and 
, waggon, and as a huckster attended Plymouth 
market. Such reformations led some persons to 
say of the earlier preachers " Bless you, these 
gentlemen in grey have bags of money." Then 
there were William and Henry Newcombe, James 
Damarel, Samuel Sillifant, Edmund Griffin, Wil- 
liam Braund, the AUins of Sutcomb, Joh^ Bear, 
John Thorne of Langtree, Thomas Tucker, James 
White, and many others. Persons in the middle 
class, and who felt a zeal kindred to that of David 
Brainard, when he said " I long to be as a flame 
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of fire, continually glowing in the service of the 
church, preaching, and building it up, to my 
latest, my djdng hour." 

S. T.'s "dying hour" was approaching. He 
had had his burdens, debts, and difficulties. He 
had also had his joys. We must not forget Christ; 
Who should we remember if we forget Him? 
Christ had given him the victory over his enemies, 
had enlarged his views, and unboimd the bonds of 
sorrow and darkness. Though S. T. had had 
bitter cups, he had also had his Bethel visits, his 
Pisgah views, his Elim stations, where there are 
twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten 
palm trees, his grapes from Eshchol brought down 
into the wilderness. 

In July, 1872, he removed from Plymouth to 
St. Austell. . Ketired from business he devoted 
himself to the word ^of God and prayer. Al- 
though he entered earnestly into business — Dr. 
Rudall, of Sheepwash, once observed, S. T., of 
Shebbear, would do more business than six ordi- 
nary men — yet he entered into the work of Christ 
more heartily. He visited the sick, prayed in 
scores of families ; in one he was told " I don't 
belong to your people." He replied, " I did not 
call to ask that ; I came to enquire if you belong 
to Christ.*' Though old, and diflPerent physically 
and mentally from what he had been, the friends 
were delighted with his preaching, eagerly asking 
')r another visit, and filling the chapels when he 
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came. He believed in the doctrine of assurance. 
To have the Holy Spirit in the midst of the heart, 
like God in the midst of His temple, or like the 
glowing and beautiful sun in the midst of the 
heavens, filled him with a joy which was diffusive. 
Having been brought out of " darkness into mar- 
vellous light," marvellous because of what it re- 
veals, he could speak to other hearts. 

He took in the Bible Christian Magazine, though 
it bore the imprint of another printer's name. 
Also the Canadian Observer, the Victorian Eecord, 
and the South Australian Bible Christian Magazine. 
He took an undying interest in the cause of Christ. 
He read the. Nonconformist, and local papers. In 
family prayer and in his closet he delighted in the 
Bible. In dress, manners, and language, he was 
simple. The remarks of an ancient author did 
not apply to him — ** Liberty is the Diana of our 
times. Oh, what apologies are made for some 
suspicious practices ! long hair, gaudy, garish ap- 
parel, spotted faces, naked breasts ! These have 
been called to the bar in former times, and cen- 
sured by sober and solid Christians, as things at 
least suspicious and of no * good report,' but now 
they hit upon a more favourable jury that find 
them not guilty." He endeavoured to dress and 
deport himself as it became the gospel. 

He had outlived persecution. Magistrates who 
had sununoned him before them for preaching be- 
came his friends. By all sects in the church, anc' 
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all parties in politics, he was respected, and by 
the community generally. Clergymen for parishes 
around were on friendly terms with him. Mr. 
Hore, the clergyman of Shebbear^ at the time the 
family left Lake, wrote his widow, Mrs. Thorne, 
on his death : — " I always entertained the most 
friendly feeling towards your departed husband, 
and it was ever a source of pleasure to meet and 
have a conversation with him, on all and every 
Subject. Our intercourse was imiformly pleasant^ 
for it was never marred by any bitter or harsh 
remarks on either side — ^where we differed, we did 
so in a Christian spirit." 

It was very pleasing to watch the power of 
divine grace subduing every element in his nature, 
pervading every faculty, and filling his entire 
spiritual being. Finishing the work of the Spirit, 
like the last touch of the painter, the last stroke 
of the sculptor, or the turning of the colour in 
the rind of the lovely fruit. As the outward man 
perished, the inward man, the soul, was renewed 
" in God's image." In his prime his earnestness 
was sometimes too much for those who were 
nearest to him, and with whom he acted, wearing 
the appearance, at least, of impatience, harshness, 
severity. There was nothing of this at last. His 
state was now "perfect love." Mr. Thomas 
Braimd, now pastor of the Shebbear Circuit, wrote 
Mrs. Thorne : — " I deeply sympathise with you 
in your loss. But there can be no doubt respect- 
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ing his eternal safety. On several occasions within 
the last few years, when I have seen Mr. T., I 
have been impressed with his spirituality of mind. 
Prayer and praise seemed to be his delight. The 
last time I saw him was at Shebbear a few months 
since. I was glad to observe that though he was. 
getting feeble in body, that he manifested an un- 
abated interest in the prosperity of God's work." 
And is not the gospel like the mustard seed, one 
of the smallest seeds bringing a great tree ; like 
leaven, a few particles, then spreading through 
the entire lump; like the prophet's cloud, the 
size of a man's hand, then covering the heavens ; 
or the little stone becoming a great mountain ; 
or the river, first to the ancles, then a river to 
swim in? In Christian experience the work is 
progressive. •* The path of the just is like the 
shining light, which shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day." 

His last Sabbath on earth came. The former 
part he spent on earth, the latter in heaven. He 
worshipped at Zion Chapel, where Mr. W. Clarke 
preached. He dined and drank tea at his son 
Samuel's. Feeling rather unwell, he remained 
the afternoon at home. He was cheerful when 
the family returned to tea. Afterwards he talked 
on the glorious death of Moses. He said. Dear 
old man, he was no trouble to any one ; he climbed 
the mountain, passing one height after another 
till the summit was gained, the prospect ; Jordan,. 
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Canaan stretching in the distance. Alone with 
"God in peace. The great Father alone at his 
death-bed, so to speak. How sublime, ecstatic, 
blessed ! Growing rather worse, he, with her who 
had been his faithful companion so many years, 
returned to Mount Charles. On the way he was 
so ill he could scarcely walk, sat on a stone at the 
bottom of the hill, between Watering Hill and 
Moimt Charles. He was helped home, and to 
bed. His son Samuel, returning from Tywardreath, 
Highway, and Gateplan, called and found him in 
bed, between eight and nine o'clock. He said to 
his son, " Will you pray with me ? *' Then wish- 
ing to get his pillow adjusted, his son moved it. 
He thought " Mother " conld do it best, who, as 
she did so, remarked she had had to soothe many 
aching heads. He said " Am I dying? " " You 
are not afraid, if you are?'* ^^ I am resting on 
Christ'* So he passed away on a Sunday night, 
and taken ill on the way, like his brother James. 
" Mark the perfect man, behold the upright, the 
end of that man is peace.*' It issues in " a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

How blessed the death of the righteous ! The 
light of the Saviour's eye beams on them. His 
shadowing wings protect them. Ambrosial per- 
fumes are wafted from the shore, and pervade the 
atmosphere with fragrance and balminess. " For 
them the curse is removed : the stroke is not in 
>anger but in love. For them there is the promise 
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of an unchangeable God. For them there is 
victory through the blood of the Lamb. For them 
the last hour is the hour of triiunph. For them 
death is abolished, and life and immortality are 
given. " Whosoever liveth and believeth in Me 
shall never die.'* Joined to Him, who is od " the 
right hand of the Majesty on high,*' they share 
the honour and intimacy of that position- 
He died May 25th, 1873. He was buried at 
Lake graveyard, Shebbear, May 30th. Mr. 
Blackinore, then governor of the institution, and 
Mr. Westington, the pastor of the circuit, con- 
ducted the funeral service. Mr. Bartlett, from 
Northlew, and many friends from Shebbear Cir- 
cuit, were present. His grave is near those of his 
brother James, William Eeed, Harry Major, Mr. 
O'Donoghue, his father and mother, his sister, 
Mary Pett, and by the side of his sons, John and 
Jabez. An excellent funeral sermon was preached 
the Sabbath after at Zion Chapel, St. Austell, to 
a large congregation, by Mr. John Brown, wha 
was four years his pastor at Plymouth. 

Where is he now ] The naturalist can tell us, 
the wool of the sheep, the horna of the cow, the 
teeth of the lion, the feathers of the peacock, the 
skin of the deer, nay, even our hands and feet, 
our eyes and ears, with which we handle and 
walk, see and hear, the crimson fluid that circu- 
lates in our veins, are derived from plants aud 
herbs which once grew in the fields, which demon. 
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«trates the literal truth of the ancient saying, 
^* AH flesh is grass;" but natural historjr cannot 
tell us where the soul comes from, or where it 
goes. We look on nature, Spring dresses again 
its flowers. Autumn renews its riches, but man 
returns no more. His urn crumbles, and his 
tomb becomes effaced. But how precious, in such 
reflections, one line from God's book, — " I am 
the resurrection and the life." " I will raise him 
up at the last day." Where is he ? What matters 
it whether this earth is the future abode of the 
saints, or some other world or worlds ? There are 
some spots where, were man inwardly right, and 
were the curse removed without, many would be 
content to live. But God ha^ provided a place, 
Christ is gone to prepare it. " A better ; that is a 
heavenly country." Where is he 1^0^ new firma- 
ment is over him, a new landscape is before him 
a new employment occupies him. He is joined to 
the innumerable ranks who stand around the 
throne, where, like so many polished mirrors, they 
reflect the glory of their great Lord. 

What is he now? " Without spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing." Wrinkle denotes care, old 
age, deformity. iBut there youth is eternal. With 
the light of tearless joy in his eyes, the bloom of 
unfading beauty on his cheeks, the music of im- 
mutable truth on his tongue, the pulse of eternal 
life, and the impulse of eternal love in his heart, 
what a change has he undergone! There is a 
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sky with only one cloud to shade the throne and 
show the rainbow. Mountains are there for sub- 
limity, hills for picturesque variety, and vales for 
beauty. A city is there with innumerable man- 
sions for eternal homes. A paradise is there with 
inexhaustible resources of perpetual delights, with 
living winds, living waters, living trees, and living 
flowers, blowing and flowing, and waving and 
breathing for ever. It is the home of intellect, of 
aflfection, of joy, of holiness. Nothing less than a 
saint or angel treads the golden pavement, traces 
the fadeless paradise, approaches the throne of 
glory, or flies away from it on missions of mercy 
and peace to other worlds, " And God shall wipe 
away all tears from- their eyes ; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain, for the former things 
are passed away." 

Now unto Him who drew him to Himself by 
His love, supported him more than fifty-seven 
years by His power, who has cared for and blessed 
his family in unexpected and undeserved ways by 
His providence, and manifested His grace to them 
all, to God our Saviour be glory, and power, and 
dominion! Amen. 
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